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Ellie Jones

From: Neil Bayliss <Neil.Bayliss@heneb.org.uk>
Sent: 11 September 2024 13:33
To: Sarah Hill
Subject: Re: FAO: Sarah Hill RE: P/2024/1257 at 5 Castle Mill, Chirk
Attachments: Heneb Clwyd-Powys September 2024 - Registered Contractors.pdf; Archaeological 

Monitoring and Recording Heneb August 2024.pdf

Importance: Low

Good afternoon, Sarah, 
  
Regarding the planning application referenced above and new information. 
   
Information held within the Regional Historic Environment Record indicates that the proposed access and 
parking area are on the site of a building shown on the 2nd edition Ordnance Survey mapping of the Late-
19th century. The area itself is of historical and archaeological potential with over 20 potential battlefields, 
including the ‘Battle of Crogen’ (NPRN 410131), noted in the Battlefield Inventory and as the possible ‘Gap 
in the Devil’s Dyke’ mentioned in related historical texts (The line of Offa's Dyke runs approximately 50m 
east of the proposed access). Battlefield sites are often spurious and contested, although in this case 
information from local historians and the historical texts could be supported by any artefacts, or features 
related to the battles, or other historical events at the location, by archaeology discovered during the 
proposed access creation, ground levelling and turf stripping.  

In this case we recommend that any groundworks, including reduction and levelling for the proposed access 
and parking is completed with a qualified archaeologist present due to the high potential for sub-surface 
archaeology. This is in accordance with the Planning Policy Wales (Feb 2024) and TAN 24 (May 2017) 
guidance, and an appropriate condition is supplied below. 
  
The works should be completed by an archaeologist who is part of a recognised professional archaeological 
organisation working to the Standard and Guidance of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIFA) 
relating to Archaeological Monitoring and Recording. The archaeologist should be working in accordance 
with an approved project design/written scheme of investigation (WSI) and should preferably be part of a 
Registered Archaeological Organisation with CIFA accreditation. 

A suitable condition to facilitate the archaeological monitoring and recording is provided below along with 
guidance notes for the applicant on how to commission archaeological works. 

The condition in this case would be: 
  
Archaeological Monitoring and Recording (Formerly Watching Brief) 

Suggested planning condition to facilitate an archaeological watching brief 
  
The developer shall ensure that a suitably qualified archaeological contractor is present during the 
undertaking of any groundworks in the development area so that a scheme of archaeological monitoring 
and recording can be conducted. The archaeological monitoring and recording must meet the standards laid 
down by the relevant Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Standard and Guidance and will be completed 
in accordance with a written scheme of investigation, which has been approved in advance by the Planning 
Authority. 
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A copy of the resulting report should be submitted to the Planning Authority and the Planning Archaeologist, 
Heneb: Clwyd Powys Archaeology (The Offices, Coed y Dinas, Welshpool, Powys, SY21 8RP). After approval 
by the Planning Authority project data must be submitted and approved for inclusion in the Heneb: Clwyd 
Powys Archaeology Historic Environment Record. The full digital archive must also be submitted and 
approved for inclusion within the National Monuments Record, RCAHMW or the Archaeology Data Service, 
ADS. 
  
Reason: To secure preservation by record of any archaeological remains which may be revealed during 
ground excavations for the consented development. 
  
I have attached documents for an Archaeological Monitoring and Recording, and guidance on sources of 
archaeological contractors who may wish to tender for this work. 
  
The chosen archaeological contractor will need to submit a project design/written scheme of investigation 
(WSI) document to me for approval before they can commence works on site. Please contact me again if 
you wish to discuss this advice or require more information. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
Neil Bayliss 
  

From: Sarah Hill <Sarah.Hill@wrexham.gov.uk> 
Sent: 09 September 2024 14:52 
To: Neil Bayliss <neil.bayliss@cpat.org.uk> 
Subject: RE: FAO: Sarah Hill RE: P/2024/1257 at 5 Castle Mill, Chirk  
  
Hi Neil 
  
That’s no problem – I can feed that back to the Local Member so they at least know it’s been looked into. If you 
change your mind in the meantime though just let me know. 
  
Regards 
  
Sarah. 
  

From: Neil Bayliss <neil.bayliss@cpat.org.uk>  
Sent: 09 September 2024 14:47 
To: Sarah Hill <Sarah.Hill@wrexham.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: FAO: Sarah Hill RE: P/2024/1257 at 5 Castle Mill, Chirk 
  
The site could be on the battlefield of Penletheru - 1088, as noted in the 
https://battlefields.wales/collections/getrecord/404478 - or one of the 20+ other battles suggested on the 
grid reference, all of which are very difficult to accurately locate.  
  
I did consider putting an archaeological monitoring and recording condition on the application, with 
potential for previously unknown archaeology which may be located during the access work. There is a 
building/structure on the 2nd edition OS mapping, but again, this is only visible on one set of maps, and 
likely to have been as temporary structure. 
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The line of Offa's Dyke runs to the east of the location, and although unscheduled, this may be a reason I 
could put a condition of monitoring and recording of the ground levelling for the access, but again, I felt 
this over the top, and decided against it. 
  
It was an application that raised a few questions... 
  
Neil 
  
  

From: Sarah Hill <Sarah.Hill@wrexham.gov.uk> 
Sent: 09 September 2024 14:33 
To: Neil Bayliss <neil.bayliss@cpat.org.uk> 
Subject: RE: FAO: Sarah Hill RE: P/2024/1257 at 5 Castle Mill, Chirk  
  
Hi Neil 
  
Thanks for your email. The only reason I consulted you was due to concerns raised by a Local Member that the field 
might have some restrictions having been the site of the Battle of Crogen in 1165. I’ll ask admin to consult Cadw as 
suggested. 
  
Regards 
  
Sarah. 
  

From: Neil Bayliss <neil.bayliss@cpat.org.uk>  
Sent: 09 September 2024 14:31 
To: Sarah Hill <Sarah.Hill@wrexham.gov.uk>; planning <planning@wrexham.gov.uk> 
Subject: FAO: Sarah Hill RE: P/2024/1257 at 5 Castle Mill, Chirk 
  
Good afternoon, Sarah, 
  
Thank you for the consultation on the application referenced above. 
  
Having consulted the information held within the Historic Environment Record I can confirm that there are 
no archaeological implications for the development. Cadw should be consulted regarding the works and 
their proximity to the Chirk Castle RPG (PGW(C)63(WRE)).  
  
Kind regards, 
  
Neil  
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Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ymateb i unrhyw ohebiaeth yn Gymraeg ac ni 
fydd hyn yn arwain at unrhyw oedi.  
 
Ewch i weld - mi fedrwch chi dalu, rhoi gwybod, gwneud cais, dweud eich dweud, a dod o hyd i wybodaeth 
ar-lein yn www.wrecsam.gov.uk. Arbedwch bapur - meddyliwch cyn argraffu!  
 
Mae'r neges e-bost hon ac unrhyw atodiadau wedi eu bwriadu ar gyfer yr unigolyn neu’r sefydliad y’i 
cyfeirir atynt yn unig. Am yr amodau llawn ynglŷn â chynnwys a defnyddio’r neges e-bost hon, ac unrhyw 
atodiadau, cyfeiriwch at www.wrecsam.gov.uk/top_navigation/disclaimersw.htm  
 
We welcome correspondence in Welsh. We will respond to any correspondence in Welsh and this will not 
lead to any delay.  
 
Take a look - you can pay, report, request, have your say and find information online at 
www.wrexham.gov.uk. Save paper - think before you print!  
 
This e-mail message and any attachments are intended solely for the individual or organisation to whom it is 
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addressed. For full conditions in relation to content and use of this e-mail message and any attachments, 
please refer to www.wrexham.gov.uk/top_navigation/disclaimers.htm  
Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ymateb i unrhyw ohebiaeth yn Gymraeg ac ni 
fydd hyn yn arwain at unrhyw oedi.  
 
Ewch i weld - mi fedrwch chi dalu, rhoi gwybod, gwneud cais, dweud eich dweud, a dod o hyd i wybodaeth 
ar-lein yn www.wrecsam.gov.uk. Arbedwch bapur - meddyliwch cyn argraffu!  
 
Mae'r neges e-bost hon ac unrhyw atodiadau wedi eu bwriadu ar gyfer yr unigolyn neu’r sefydliad y’i 
cyfeirir atynt yn unig. Am yr amodau llawn ynglŷn â chynnwys a defnyddio’r neges e-bost hon, ac unrhyw 
atodiadau, cyfeiriwch at www.wrecsam.gov.uk/top_navigation/disclaimersw.htm  
 
We welcome correspondence in Welsh. We will respond to any correspondence in Welsh and this will not 
lead to any delay.  
 
Take a look - you can pay, report, request, have your say and find information online at 
www.wrexham.gov.uk. Save paper - think before you print!  
 
This e-mail message and any attachments are intended solely for the individual or organisation to whom it is 
addressed. For full conditions in relation to content and use of this e-mail message and any attachments, 
please refer to www.wrexham.gov.uk/top_navigation/disclaimers.htm  


