Preparation

The best time for planting is late autumn, after mid-November, although anytime between October and
March is acceptable, provided the ground is not frozen or flooded. Create a Tm wide, weed free strip either X K 30cm—X

by ploughing, digging or in limited cases, treating with a systemic herbicide. Ensure the bare roots of the

plants do not dry out before planting.

Planting in a double staggered row
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SY132LR

Plants should be supplied in accordance with the Horticultural Trade Association’s National Plant specification
and be sourced from a nursery that is a Member of the Horticultural Trades Association Nursery Certification
Scheme. Plant in trenches large enough to take full spread of roots (20cm depth x 40cm width). Back fill with a
previously prepared mixture of topsoil excavated from the pit, together with suitable compost and additional
topsoil as required. Plant in a double staggered row approximately 30cm apart. Set out plants evenly using the
plan above as a guide, 6 plants per m. The base of the hedge should be mulched with a 50-75mm layer of
composted bark to stop weed growth and retain moisture in the soil. Where necessary, protect plants from

damage and grazing by using protective tubes or spiral guards.

Maintenance

Water the hedge for the first summer or any dry period in the 1st 12 months.

Maintain weed control for at least 2 seasons. Replace any stock that dies within the first year. To encourage
wildlife, trim the hedgerow no more than every 2nd year. This allows the shrubs and trees to produce more
flowers, nuts and berries.

Never trim the hedgerow between the beginning of March and the end of August when it would be harmful to

invertebrates and nesting birds. The ideal time to trim the hedgerow is between January and February.
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