STRATEGIC APPROACH FOR LANDSCAPE PLANTING AND ECOLOGICAL IMPROVEMENT

The overall aim of the planting proposals is to provide a connection between the existing established hedgerows to the north

with the eastern hedgerow planting and the established Strategic Ecological Network to the south. The planting will increase

species diversity, start to create a range of habitats and provide an uplift in ecological attributes such as pollinator species and

wildlife foraging potential.

Regularising the profile of the existing bunding will provide a solid basis for an adjusted planting palette on the eastern and
western bund slopes. Reprofiling the gradients and infill of missing areas of the bund will ensure a continuous profile that
works with the existing ponds and surrounding trees and hedgerows.

Areas of the bund requiring infill will be re-graded to provide a consistent visual profile aligning with the geotechnical

engineering proposals. Angles of slopes at maximum 1:2.5 gradient to follow the natural angle of repose for unsupported
topsoil.

The planting approach takes into account the aspect of the bund slopes and the required nutrient levels for the type of
planting proposed on those slopes. The sequence of earthworks operations aims to remove existing weed growth that has

occurred and reduce the seed bank that is contained within the soil. Future management practices will continue this process.

General Notes

Eastern boundary proposals a native thicket (scrub) mix planted as whips/transplants (60-90cm height) with 2 different
sizes of standard tree planted within the 1.5m grid to provide a mixed height native planting matrix. Larger canopy species
will be planted at the lower parts of the bund slopes in positions where the existing offsite large hedgerow species have
gaps. Medium and smaller canopy trees and feathered species are to be planted at higher positions within the slopes, to
provide ground stabilisation and visual screening following establishment. This is to provide clumps of larger canopy trees

within the site periphery to follow the landscape character of the surrounding area with its large Oak trees and similar local
species.

Western boundary proposals nutrient-poor' subsoils to be used in the regraded areas to provide the required conditions
for the establishment of species rich wildflower meadow. The meadow grass species mix follows the ecological
recommendations for the site for the open areas and aquatic margins to the ponds. Various habitat creation elements have
been included such as log piles, bare earth scrapes for butterfly and bee habitats, amphibian hibernacula and rock piles.

A native hedge has been included towards the centre of the boundary area which runs on the north-south axis to connect
the existing hedgerow to the north to the Wrexham Industrial Estate Strategic Ecological Network to the south.

These proposals outline the bigger picture' objectives of the site planting approach and provide the strategy of how this can

be achieved through earthworks re-modelling, creating the right soil conditions and implementing the correct species to
achieve this.

Adjustments March 2025: There have been various adjustments made to the layout to help further link the ecological
assets within the site and beyond:

- 3no additional wildlife ponds to ensure that a cohesive series of ponds runs from north to south of the plot.

- Over 80 native trees (select and heavy standard) within the native thicket mix have been included on this plan which is
considerably more when compared to previous proposals.

- Rough grass corridors will be delineated and located in between the ponds to aid wildlife movement between ponds.

- There has been the provision of numerous types of habitat creation within this parcel amphibian hibernacula, log piles,

rock piles, butterfly and bee bare earth' habitats, located on level ground surrounding the ponds and both sides of the
earthwork banks.
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