New Garage at Bridgeman Coachouse							27/05/25

This application is for a garage / garden shed to be located in the grounds of Bridgeman Coachouse.
The house is a converted coachouse with arched windows.  It is constructed in brick with a slate roof. 
The garage building will be subsidiary to the main house.  The garage is located to one side of the house under 3 very large and mature Horse Chestnut trees.  A tree condition and risk survey 2024 has been undertaken of the whole site and the recommendations of this have been undertaken with regard to these trees. 
The location of the garage is within an existing area of hard standing which has been tarmacked in the past and is now gravelled.  The garage will be located outside the root protection zone of these 3 trees.  Construction exclusion zone (CEZ) is shown on tree Survey 2020.
We are keen to ensure the Horse Chestnut trees are unaffected by the works and so careful digging of foundations will be undertaken with the intention to lay a shallow slab foundation but if roots are found to be within the depth of the slab ground screws will be used in that area. 
External materials for the garage will be simple consisting of Shiplap timber cladding which will be left to weather naturally.  The roof will be a traditional profiled metal roof with a galvanized finish, similar to agricultural buildings in the area and ensuring the garage is subsidiary to and does not compete with the house.

Biodiversity and Green Infrastructure
We have recently planted around 50m of hedge around our garden comprised of a range of native species.  
We commissioned a tree condition survey and risk assessment in 2024. (provided with this application) The recommendations of this are being implemented with removal of very old and diseased trees and replacement of these with a mix of native and garden species.
Much of the garden was previously mown grass.  We now leave areas of this to grow long and have introduced a range of additional planting.
We have created a wildlife pond near to the location of the garage.  Water from the roof of the garage will be used to feed the pond. 
House martin nests on the existing house within natural nests.   Artificial nests have also been provided but are unused, for this reason we do not propose to add additional artificial house martin nests to the garage.
We propose to add owl boxes in several of the larger trees in the garden.  Owls are currently present in the area and the remains of old owl boxes exist. 
An existing bat box on the main house currently appears to be unused, however we do propose to add a bat box on the new garage. 
The garden contains a range of other bird nesting boxes, many are very old.  These are being replaced where they are no longer fit for purpose. 
