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1. Project Brief 

 

To provide highway comment in support of a planning application for the 

change of use from tyre fitting depot to MOT station and car repairs.  

 

A planning application, P/2025/0210, for the proposed change of use was 

submitted to WCBC in March 2025. In response to consultation, the highway 

authority have acknowledged that potential traffic generation is unlikely to 

differ significantly from the current use but have requested additional 

information related to the nature of deliveries, maneuverability on-site and car 

parking provision along with suggestions related to sustainable travel and 

waste collection. A copy of the highway officer’s response is included within 

the appendix to this report. 

 

2. Discussion 

 

2.1 The building is fitted with three roller shutter doors. A roller shutter door 

located on the left, when facing the building, will provide access to the 

MOT testing facilities; a similar door on the right of the building will 

access the service area. The service access door in the front of the building 

is mirrored by a similar door in the rear, forming a route through the 

building. 

 

2.2 As suggested by the highway officer, all MOT testing and vehicle servicing 

will be on an appointment basis; all customer vehicles will arrive to suit a 

pre-booked time slot. As is common with this type of operation, some 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

owners will leave a car for a full day or even overnight; arrangements are in 

place to accommodate such demand.  

 

2.3 The following extract indicates a car park layout including the provision of 

up to 23 car parking spaces along with swept path maneuvering of a large 

car. Due to the layout, some of these spaces have restricted access but these 

will be reserved for staff use where the vehicle will be not be moved 

throughout the day. To facilitate maneuvering of vehicles, all parking 

spaces are provided with a reversing length of more than 6m in length. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.4 The MOT testing and maintenance service will be operated by the 

Applicant in conjunction with his wife and team of three mechanics. The 

Applicant and his wife will travel to site in a single vehicle with potential 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for the mechanics to travel separately; four staff parking spaces will be 

allocated. 

 

  2.5 The garage has capacity to deal with a maximum of 15 customer’s cars per 

day, split between MOT testing and servicing. Customers will drop their 

cars in the spaces located to the front of the garage but these will be moved 

by staff to the spaces at the rear of the garage after servicing/testing or to 

suit demand. Access to the rear of the building is gained through the service 

bay.   

 

2.6 There is a limited requirement for deliveries to the site consisting of 

deliveries of spare/replacement parts, the delivery of oil for the servicing of 

customer vehicles and the collection of waste oil. There could be a number 

of deliveries of spare/replacement parts each day; this is usually undertaken 

by light vans with adequate space for maneuvering within the area in front 

of the building. Barrels of replacement oil are delivered on an occasional 

basis on a pick-up truck and waste oil is collected from tanks within the 

service bay three to four times per year.  

 

2.7 Swept path analyses have been undertaken to ensure that there is adequate 

on-site space for maneuvering of vehicles. The following extracts indicate a 

three point turn undertaken by a 4-6Tonne delivery vehicle, a 7.5Tonne oil 

tanker accessing storage tanks within the service area and the exit 

maneuvers of the oil tanker (full drawings are included within the 

appendices to this report). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-6 Tonne van   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waste oil collection from 

inside the service area 

Exit of the waste oil collection 

vehicle 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.8 Waste/refuse collection will be undertaken by a private contractor ensuring 

a suitably sized vehicle with ability to turn in front of the building in a 

similar manner to the exiting oil tanker. 

 

2.9 Due to the nature of the business, all customers will travel to and from the 

site by car. If vehicles are being left on site for any lengthy period the site 

location is ideally suited for pedestrian or cycle access with a number of 

businesses, the town centre and public transport within easy reach. Busses 

run in each direction along Watery Road on a 10-15 minute basis 

throughout the day. 

 

 

Destination Distance 

Hospital 400m 

Technology Park 800m 

Town Centre 850m 

Central Rail Stn 550m 

General Rail Stn 800m 

Bus Station 900m 

Bus stops on Watery Road 300m 

 

 

2.10 There is potential for garage staff to travel to work by public transport or 

bicycle with adequate space available within the buildings on site for cycle 

storage. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3  Conclusions  

 

3.1 The proposed parking spaces provide adequate capacity to meet anticipated 

needs. 

 

3.2 The site is provided with adequate space for the maneuvering of vehicles.  

 

3.3 The site is appropriately located to take advantage of sustainable travel 

options. 

 

On this basis, there is no justification for continuing highway objection to the 

application.
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