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Dear Mr Jones

Thank you for your letter about a proposed battery storage development (P2024/0155) west of the A483 and north of Bronwylfa Road, Rhostyllen, Wrexham. Planning matters fall under the responsibility of the Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Energy and Planning. I have been asked to reply. I apologise for the delay in responding to your query.

Planning applications are the responsibility of the local planning authority in the first instance. Planning authorities are required to determine applications in accordance with the local development plan unless other material considerations indicate otherwise. Neither planning officials nor Welsh Ministers can comment on planning applications due to Ministers role in the decision-making process should an application be refused and become a planning appeal at a later date.

The Welsh Government supports the principle of developing renewable and low carbon energy from all technologies and at all scales to meet our future energy needs. The Welsh Government also recognises the importance of energy distribution and storage infrastructure to support new large scale renewable energy developments.

Local and national planning policy set out guidance in relation to the issues which need to be considered and addressed when all new developments are proposed. 

In relation to development on agricultural land national planning policy makes a clear statement on the importance of agricultural land. Future Wales Policy 9 identifies Best and Most Versatile (BMV) agricultural land grades 1, 2 and 3a as a national natural resource. Planning Policy Wales sets out the approach to be taken to managing the BMV agricultural land in paragraphs 3.58 and 3.59 and states: -

‘...in development plan policies and development management decisions considerable weight should be given to protecting such [BMV] land from development, because of its special importance. Land in grades 1, 2 and 3a should only be developed if there is an overriding need for the development, and either previously developed land or land in lower agricultural grades is unavailable, or available lower grade land has an environmental value recognised by a landscape, wildlife, historic or archaeological designation which outweighs the agricultural considerations’.

The importance of BMV land was further clarified in the Chief Planning Officer letter of 1st March 2022.

Where concerns are identified regarding the nature of a proposed energy storage scheme, which could give rise to serious potential environmental impacts in the event of a serious incident, this is a valid planning consideration. The planning system can consider this issue; consider how it impacts on the acceptability of a proposal; and whether conditions can be put in place to prevent and/or mitigate potential harms. 

It is likely that the views of key stakeholders, such as Natural Resources Wales (NRW), the Fire Service and the Health and Safety Executive, would be sought on a proposal of this nature, and their advice should inform the decision-making process. NRW will also be a consultee on planning permission for such a facility if the proposal meets at least one of the criteria listed here:
https://naturalresources.wales/media/686847/dpas-consultation-topics-august-2018-eng.pdf

Those permitted to handle these new technologies and substances are subject to high safety standards. In addition to planning permission, building regulations and other licencing and permitting requirements may also be required to authorise and control the operation of the facility.

Lithium-Ion battery manufacture is not a prescribed activity under the Environment Permitting Regulations nor does it fall (currently) under the Control of Major Accident Hazards Regulations (COMAH), therefore we have no regulatory authority over such a development. However, the risks of fire at a facility such as the proposed lithium battery facility would be addressed in the same way as other non-domestic premises, namely under the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005. This requires the operator to undertake a regular and comprehensive fire risk assessment, to put in place appropriate mitigation measures, and to be subject to inspection and enforcement action by the Fire and Rescue Service.  This approach works well at other industrial premises with heightened risks of fire, such as oil refineries and steelworks.


Yours sincerely
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Richard Spear
Y Gyfarwyddiaeth Gynllunio | Planning Directorate


Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi. 

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.  
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