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BY E-MAIL 

 

 
25 March 2025 

 

 

For the Attention of Mr M. Steele 
 

 

Dear Mason, 
 
 

Re: Land at Gatewen Road, Wrexham - Soil Testing Following Asbestos Pipe Removal 

 

Introduction 

 

Coopers (Chester) Ltd, hereafter referred to as Coopers, were appointed as engineering consultants to Bellway 

Homes in relation to the proposed residential development on the above site. This correspondence represents 
the results of investigations and testing following removal of a cement asbestos pipe identified within the 

south eastern part of the site. 

 
Please find enclosed a copy of the following: 

 Coopers Drawing No. 7791/400 – Asbestos Pipe Removal Soil Sample Locations. 

 DETS Report No. 54-17243, dated 21 August 2024. 

 North Star Environmental Ltd – Certificate of Analysis No. J114008/GM01, dated 12 August 2024. 

 North Star Environmental Ltd – Certificate of Analysis No. J114008/FV01, dated 13 August 2024. 

 Urban Regen Ltd – Waste Consignment Note No. URBANR/01008 (ACM disposal) 

 

The asbestos pipe was identified and reported to Coopers prior to undertaking the original ground 

investigation, the findings and recommendations were provided with the interpretative Phase I and II Site 
Investigation Report provided within Coopers Report No. 7791si, revision B, dated 22 October 2021. 

 

The desk study data referenced the site was agricultural fields with a former reservoir adjacent to an offsite 
former mineral railway in the northern part of the site. The investigations identified the majority of the site 

consisted of topsoil onto natural glacial till and fluvioglacial sands and gravels, the exception being the former 

reservoirs, where madeground was present with remnant brick structures. Chemical testing identified no 
contaminants in respect to residential garden growing medium and no proposed remediation, subject to an area 

of further investigation associated with a below ground asbestos pipe, where additional testing of the trench 

and soils was required following removal of the pipe. 

 
Asbestos Pipe Removal 

Bellway Homes provided Coopers with a plan which recorded the presence of a suspected 2” redundant water 

pipe in the south eastern part of the site, referenced as a cement bound asbestos pipe. The pipe was proposed 
for removal by Bellway Homes earthworks/remediation contractor, Urban Regen Ltd, and their subsidiary 

Urban Regen Asbestos Solutions, during their predevelopment earthworks across the site. 

 
Coopers were appointed by Bellway Homes to undertake the further soil testing following excavation of the 

pipe. Air monitoring was undertaken by North Star Environmental Ltd on behalf of Urban Regen Ltd to 

confirm airborne fibre concentrations during the works. The enclosed monitoring identified very low 

concentrations of fibres (unable to distinguish asbestos fibres) during the removal indicative that suitable 
management of the removal was being undertaken. 
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Initial Works 

Coopers attended site on 12th August 2024 to discuss the methodology for the removal of the asbestos pipe 

with the site manager from Urban Regen Ltd. The contractor was providing dust suppression via addition of 

water to the soils, and North Star Environmental Ltd were to provide air monitoring during the works to verify 

the dust suppression was effective. Urban Regen Asbestos Solutions were scheduled to attend site and hand 
pick the defunct asbestos pipe sections from inside the excavation. 

 

The excavation of the soil above the pipe and to the sides of the pipe was undertaken by Urban Regen Ltd 
using a 30 tonne tracked excavator (refer to Photographs 1 & 2). At the time of these works, the topsoil in this 

section of the proposed development site had already been stripped and formed into a stockpile before any 

excavation works had begun. The proposed methodology for the temporary storage of the excavated soils was 

to place the soils immediately upon excavation onto an impermeable membrane adjacent to the route of the 
pipe. As a material of this type was currently not present on site at the time of the works, the contractor opted 

to place all of the natural glacial till and fluvioglacial sands and gravels excavated during the works in a thin 

stockpile along the southern side of the excavation. When it was time for Coopers to attend site and sample the 
excavated soils to test for the presence of asbestos, the stockpile was to be moved onto an impermeable plastic 

membrane nearby, with the excavator digging a small amount into the undisturbed strata below the stockpile 

to confirm that all of the material that could have potentially come into contact with asbestos has been 
removed from the area. 

 

  
Photograph 1: Showing the excavator from Urban 

Regen Ltd carrying out the stripping of the material 

above the pipe, with the thinner bucket in the 

background used to excavate either side of the pipe. 
Photograph taken 12th August 2024. 

 

Photograph 2:Showing an excavated fragment of the 

cement bound asbestos pipe immediately adjacent to 

the excavation, prior to being hand-picked. 

Photograph taken 12th August 2024. 

 

 

When Coopers returned to site in the afternoon of 12th August 2024, both Urban Regen Asbestos Solutions 

and North Star Environmental Ltd had completed their respective works, and there was no evidence of any 

cement bound asbestos pipe fragments anywhere in the excavation itself or in the vicinity (refer to 
Photographs 3 & 4). As Urban Regen Ltd could not source an impermeable plastic membrane the same day as 

the works were taking place, it was agreed that the excavation would remain open until these works were 

completed and that Coopers would return at a later date to carry out the relevant sampling of the in situ and 
stockpiled soils to test them for the presence of asbestos. 
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Photograph 3: Showing the completed excavation 
with the cement bound asbestos pipe having been 

removed, looking toward the south-west. Photograph 

taken 12th August 2024. 

 

Photograph 4:Showing the completed excavation with 
the cement bound asbestos pipe having been 

removed, looking toward the east. The material in the 

right-hand side of the photograph is the excavated 
natural strata. Photograph taken 12th August 2024. 

 

Soil Sampling 

Coopers attended site on 15th August 2024 to carry out sampling of both the excavated natural glacial derived 

soils and in situ soils at the base & sides of the excavation. The sampling locations have all been reported on 

the appended Coopers Drawing No. 7791/400. Upon arrival, the attending Coopers site engineer first carried 
out an approximate survey of the excavation using a handheld laser range finder. The excavation was 

approximately ~67m in length, and terminated at a Heras fence boundary of the developable areas of the site. 

The asbestos cement pipe continued beneath the trees and towards Gatewen Road, these areas were not 

permitted to be excavated due to the trees to be retained, with no exposure pathway (as the trees would limit 
any future excavations). 

 

  
Photograph 5: Showing the termination point of the 

excavation at its eastern extent. Photograph taken 15th 
August 2024. 

Photograph 6: Showing the termination point of the 

excavation at its south-western extent. Photograph 
taken 15th August 2024. 
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After the sampling area was estimated, Coopers site engineer sampled the in-situ soils at the following 

frequency: 1 soil sample per 10m at the base of the excavation, and 1 soil sample per 20m at the base of the 
stockpile adjacent to the excavation where Urban Regen Ltd had over dug into the natural strata (refer to 

Photographs 7 & 8). 

 

  
Photograph 7: Showing the sampling methodology at 

the base of the excavation. Photograph taken 15th 

August 2024. 

Photograph 8:Showing the sides of the excavation, 

where Urban Regen Ltd over dug into the natural 

soils. Photograph taken 15th August 2024. 
 

Upon the completion of sampling the excavation itself, the attending Coopers engineer also took 10 No. 

samples from the stockpile of the natural glacial till and glaciofluvial sands & gravels which was stored 

adjacent to the site entrance on an impermeable plastic membrane (refer to Photographs 9 & 10). 
 

  
Photograph 9: Showing the location of the stockpile 

comprising the natural, glacial derived soils excavated 

from above the pipe and at the sides. Photograph taken 
15th August 2024. 

 

Photograph 10: Another view of the stockpile. 

Photograph taken 15th August 2024. 

 

 
Urban Regen Ltd were asked by Coopers not to move any of the stockpiled soils, carry out any further 

earthworks in that area of the site, or to backfill the excavation until the testing was completed due to the 

potential for the results to confirm that asbestos was present. 
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Coopers submitted a total of 17 No. samples to DETS for laboratory testing to identify if asbestos was present, 

with locations of samples recorded on Coopers Drawing No. 7791/400. The results of the testing are recorded 
on the enclosed DETS Report No. 24-17243, dated 21 August 2024. The samples results are summarised in 

Table 1 below. 

 

Table 1: Summary of soil test results for asbestos removal. 
 

Sample Location Testing Total Samples  Results 

Trench Base Trench 01 to 08 8 No. No Asbestos Detected 

Side Spoil Storage Area Sides 01 to 04 4 No. No Asbestos Detected 

Spoil Stockpile SP1 01, 03, 06, 08, 10 5 No. No Asbestos Detected 

 

Conclusions 

The enclosed consignment note has confirmed that the removed cement asbestos pipe within double bagged 
materials within a single wagon delivery was completed and the receiving site was Urban Regen Asbestos 

Solutions facility in Pendlebury. The results of the air monitoring and soil monitoring indicate the removal 

was managed to minimise fibre release and no residual impacts to the soils. 
 

Coopers are therefore satisfied the removal of the asbestos pipe has removed potential significant risks to the 

future residents, and construction staff and no further actions are required with respect to contaminated land. 
 

We recommend this correspondence is provided to the Local Authority and NHBC for formal approval. 

 
Prepared by 

 

Checked and Approved by 

 

 
B W Hill P R Sykes 
BSc (Hons), CSci, MIEnvSc, FGS BSc (Hons), MSc (Eng), CGeol, FGS 

 

 

 

For COOPERS 

 

ENCS 
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Certificate Number 24-17243 Issued: 21-Aug-24

Client 

Our Reference 

Client Reference ~

Order No ~

Contract Title ~

Description 

Date Received 

Date Started 

Date Completed 

Test Procedures

Notes

Approved By 

Kirk Bridgewood
General Manager

17 Soil samples.

19-Aug-24

19-Aug-24

21-Aug-24

Identified by prefix DETSn (details on request).

Opinions and interpretations are outside the laboratory's scope of ISO 17025

accreditation. This certificate is issued in accordance with the accreditation

requirements of the United Kingdom Accreditation Service. The results reported herein

relate only to the material supplied to the laboratory. This certificate shall not be

reproduced except in full, without the prior written approval of the laboratory.

Certificate of Analysis

Coopers (Chester) Ltd

Park House

Sandpiper Court

Chester Business Park

Chester

CH4 9QU

24-17243

7791

PO10143

GATEWEN ROAD, WREXHAM

Symbol key at end of report

Normec DETS Limited
Unit 2, Park Road Industrial Estate South, Consett, Co Durham, DH8 5PY

Tel: 01207 582333  • email: info@dets.co.uk • www.dets.co.uk Page 1 of 3              .    



Summary of Asbestos Analysis
Soil Samples

Our Ref 24-17243

Client Ref ~ 7791

Contract Title ~ GATEWEN ROAD, WREXHAM

Lab No Sample ID Material Type Result Comment* Analyst
2379459 TRENCH 01  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379460 TRENCH 02  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379461 TRENCH 03  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379462 TRENCH 04  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379463 TRENCH 05  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379464 TRENCH 06  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379465 TRENCH 07  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379466 TRENCH 08  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379467 SIDES 01  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379468 SIDES 02  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379469 SIDES 03  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379470 SIDES 04  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379471 SP1 01  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379472 SP1 03  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379473 SP1 06  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379474 SP1 08  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

2379475 SP1 10  SOIL NAD none Jason Barsby

Crocidolite = Blue Asbestos, Amosite = Brown Asbestos, Chrysotile = White Asbestos. Anthophyllite, Actinolite and Tremolite are other forms of Asbestos. Samples 

are analysed by DETSC 1101 using polarised light microscopy in accordance with HSG248 and documented in-house methods. NAD = No Asbestos Detected. 

Where a sample is NAD, the result is based on analysis of at least 2 sub-samples and should be taken to mean 'no asbestos detected in sample'. Key: * -not 

included in laboratory scope of accreditation.
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Information in Support of the Analytical Results
Our Ref 24-17243

Client Ref ~ 7791
Contract ~ GATEWEN ROAD, WREXHAM

Containers Received & Deviating Samples

Lab No Sample ID ~

Date 

Sampled ~ Containers Received

Holding time 

exceeded for 

tests

Inappropriat

e container 

for tests
2379459 TRENCH 01 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379460 TRENCH 02 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379461 TRENCH 03 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379462 TRENCH 04 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379463 TRENCH 05 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379464 TRENCH 06 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379465 TRENCH 07 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379466 TRENCH 08 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379467 SIDES 01 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379468 SIDES 02 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379469 SIDES 03 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379470 SIDES 04 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379471 SP1 01 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379472 SP1 03 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379473 SP1 06 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379474 SP1 08 SOIL 15/08/24 PG
2379475 SP1 10 SOIL 15/08/24 PG

Disposal
From the issue date of this test certificate, samples will be held for the following times prior to disposal :-

Soils - 1 month, Liquids - 2 weeks, Asbestos (test portion) - 6 months

Key:

 ~ Sample details are provided by the client and can affect the validity of the results

 * -not accredited.

 # -MCERTS (accreditation only applies if report carries the MCERTS logo).

 $ -subcontracted.

 n/s -not supplied.

 I/S -insufficient sample.

 U/S -unsuitable sample.

 t/f -to follow.

 nd -not detected.

End of Report

Key: P-Plastic G-Bag 

DETS cannot be held responsible for the integrity of samples received whereby the laboratory did not undertake the sampling. In this instance samples received may 

be deviating. Deviating Sample criteria are based on British and International standards and laboratory trials in conjunction with the UKAS note 'Guidance on 

Deviating Samples'. All samples received are listed above. However, those samples that have additional comments in relation to hold time, inappropriate containers 

etc are deviating due to the reasons stated. This means that the analysis is accredited where applicable, but results may be compromised due to sample deviations. If 

no sampled date (soils) or date+time (waters) has been supplied then samples are deviating. However, if you are able to supply a sampled date (and time for waters) 

this will prevent samples being reported as deviating where specific hold times are not exceeded and where the container supplied is suitable.
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