The purpose of this document is to outline the status of the property within the boundary covered in this planning application from a biodiversity and soft landscaping perspective. 
This document will also outline the proposal to meet each individual biodiversity requirement listed within relevant standards / acts as well as further information on the enhancement proposals to improve biodiversity within the area. 
[bookmark: _Toc161403978]Current Land Status. 
The property in its current condition is described as a flat piece of industrial land situated within a busy industrial estate in Llay, Wrexham. The property, as per the environmental survey document reference – 20230036, essentially describes the property as having very little to offer with regards to potential habitats in its current condition which meets the PS2 Policy requirement. 
[bookmark: _Toc161403979]Construction of soft landscaping & Biodiversity. 
We have spent many hours utilising field experts to determine how to achieve the planning intent whilst minimising the impact to any pre-existing biodiversity. In line with the environmental survey referenced within this planning submission, we have confirmed with the intended sub-contractor their knowledge and experience of working within RAMS guidelines. 
Work will commence, subject to planning approval, April 2024. Whilst this is within the UK nesting season (March – August), given the roosting opportunities it is agreed with environmental surveyors that the expected impact is minimal. That said, any preoccupied habitat on the land will be undisturbed and left to continue as is until the end of nesting season with construction activities taking place avoiding this area. There are currently no known occupied habitats however the land will be reviewed on receipt of planning approval prior to works commencing and the construction plan changed accordingly to allow nesting season to complete. This site will plant at least 20 Corylus avellana Hazel to create a hedgerow. The trenches will be dug large enough to take full spread of roots and back fill with a mixture of topsoil excavated and compost. The base of the hedge will be mulched with an approximate 50mm layer of composted bark to stop weed growth and retain moisture in the soil.
[bookmark: _Toc161403980]Plan for Biodiversity Enhancement:
In line with Policy PS11 & EC4 requirements, this planning application will deliver improvements to biodiversity by increasing & encouraging a diverse range of habitats such as:
Birds & Bats
· Through the plantation of at least 20 hazel bushes in a row, a dense hardy hedgerow will establish which is fast growing and provides nesting and foraging opportunities to birds and due to an increase in foraging opportunities, other small mammals may inhibit the area. 
· In addition to the introduction of a hedgerow, the site will occupy at least 4 bird boxes and at least 3 bat boxes to introduce manmade nesting opportunities. The bat boxes will be installed as high as possible and will be installed along the neighbouring hedgerow for navigation which is located at the rear to the property away from street lighting and any lighting which will be installed onto the proposed building. The bird boxes we plan to install are woodcrete by Schwegler 32mm nestbox, these will be installed onto the building high up with 2 being installed on the left hand side and 2 being installed on the right hand side.
Insects
· This designated hedgerow area will be left untouched during the spring-autumn months allowing for undisturbed rewilding. In the late autumn months hand pruning and maintenance will be take place as necessary to ensure that the area remains tidy. 
The designated green space will be maintained under the careful consideration of the principles of sustainable management of natural resources which will be applied where appropriate. Maintenance shall only take place outside of nesting/mating season and at the appropriate time of year for the plant. Proactive action has already been taken to ensure that this planning application would not result in the significant damage to the ecosystem through the consultation of environmental surveyors and local wildlife experts.   
