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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 This planning statement is with reference to the current Brymbo Heritage Project 

planning application P/2023/0624 through Wrexham County Borough Council 

Planning Authority for the - Conversion of former machine shop to exhibition area 

(use class d1) with cafe and shop, business use (use class b1) and general industrial 

use (use class b2) and erection of two lean-to extensions to the side of machine shop; 

Brymbo Iron and Steelworks Heritage Centre, New High Street, Brymbo, Wrexham 

1.2 This planning statement is in response to the consultation comments provided by the 

Coal Authority letter dated 27 February 2024 sent to WCBC Planning Officer in 

relation to the above application with reference to the submitted Coal Mining risk 

assessment and in terms of nearby mine shafts to the front of the Machine Shop 

building. Also following discussion with Chris MacArthur Planning Liaison Manager in 

respect to this application. 

1.3 The Brymbo Heritage Project has strict  funding constraints where a planning decision 

is required before the end of May 2024 as agreed with the National Heritage Lottery 

Fund and also the land ownership transfer agreement where if this date is not met 

the project will lose this funding.  

1.4 The Applicant requests the urgent consideration of no objections from the Coal 

Authority to ensure these deadlines can be met. With reference to the statutory 

consultees the last remaining question mark is with the Coal Authority it is therefore 

vital to obtain no objections in principle with any further concerns identified in a 

suitably worded condition which would be subject to the provision of a desktop 

investigation or if required, reluctantly, further site investigation and mitigation and 

possible remediation measures if the desktop fails to satisfy the concerns.  
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2.0 Site Context 

2.1 The site is bisected by a large fault known as the ’Brymbo fault’ which trends North-

North-West to South-South-East. The fault has a normal down throw to the West 

estimated to be about 460 feet or 140m according to the BGS. 75 of the pits on the 

Brymbo estate were known by numbers, about a dozen by special names (ref. 

Appendices ‘The Collieries of Denbighshire 1968’) 

2.2 The east section of the Brymbo fault is where the planning application proposals are 

located, these have the two shafts 136 and 135 which are the ones in question. They 

are identified below. 

2.3 All mining in the area was completed with the removal of brassey ironstone by 1812.  

2.4 Throughout the history of the iron work various structures were built in this area 

including a workshop with inspection pit on the side of the machine shop. We know 

throughout the works on the site that there was never any shortage of concrete or 

steel reinforcement for any of the construction phases and massive reinforced slabs 

were poured on a regular basis which is why the area is currently overlain by these 

structures. These were not removed during the reclamation process in the 1990s as 

they were too close to the Machine Shop which is scheduled to form part of the 

ancient monuments once the remediation works are complete. 

2.5 Shaft 55/ 136 

This shaft is plotted outside the redline boundary of the site and shows a departure 

in the region of 6.00m. Based on this and the likely shallow rockhead its agreed that 

any collapse is unlikely to impact the proposed building, consequently would be 

subject to a review in Groundsolve’s updated CMRA, therefore this shaft can be 

discounted based on desk based assessment.  

 

The Collieries of Denbighshire publication 1968 (appendices) identifies shaft 136 as 

Pit 55 on the foundry yard which is also located on the Brymbo Development Plan 

see image below ref. Fig 03 

2.6 Shaft 56/135 

Under the current coal risk assessment Shaft 135 is considered to be closer to the 

proposed extension and may pose more of a potential risk in terms of the exclusion 

zone.  

This was previously described as “Pit 56 which was located under the ambulance 

house, 45-56 yards deep situated near chief seam black bed was exhaustive in 1811” 

under the The Collieries of Denbighshire (appendices, also identified on Brymbo 

develop plan see image below ref. Fig 03. The ambulance house was later demolished 

as it fell within the footprint of the 1960s admin block. 
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The pits were identified under Wardell Armstrong report 1996 which were assumed 

to be possibly filled.  

 

           Fig 01 Wardell Armstrong Shaft schedule 135 and 136 

  

 

 

Fig 02 (section of document text) 
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2.7 Further desktop investigation and assessment on these shafts is underway with the 

documents and images which include historical photos of reclamation works 

undertaken in the 1990s and also  a section taken from a plan (fig 03) produced in 

July 1996 by a Brymbo Developments Ltd plan indicating the two shafts 135 and 136 

under the office complex building which was removed as part of the reclamation 

works undertake in the 1990s. Area of extent works is identified in Fig 06. 

 

Fig 3 Brymbo Developments Ltd, Plot File PBY7a July 1996 

 

 

 
         Fig 04 Image of office complex with extension dated 30.08.1969 (No. 35 of a set of images) 

 

 

Machine Shop with 

previous extension 

shown. 

Machine Shop with 
previous extension 
shown. 
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     Fig 05 Reclamation photo of digging in front of machine shop dated 1990s 
 

 

 

Extent of reclamation works – blue dotted line identified in image below (Fig 06) 

 

 
Fig 06 Scott Wilson drawing D101082/NDM2_COMP/003 A 

 

 

Machine Shop 

Machine Shop 
extension removed. 
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3.0 Conclusions 

3.1 This Planning Statement has been prepared to support the request to remove any 

objection from the Coal Authority consultation comments for planning application 

reference P/2023/0624 on the Brymbo Heritage Project Site and look to provide a 

suitable descriptive condition where required. 

3.2 With the information known and discussions with the CA we believe the shaft 136 is 

of no risk to the proposed extension and therefore the risk can be removed from the 

proposed extensions.  

3.3 In terms of shaft 135 with the above information identified the shafts location and 

likely remediation works already undertaken this would also suggest that the risk is 

greatly reduced and the proposed extension which replaces a previous side extension 

constructed against the machine shop. This building was a substantial brick built 

workshop for vehicle maintenance including an inspection pit which was demolished 

in order to create a vehicle access road alongside the machine shop, with the new 

office/admin block opening, with the access road running under the canteen and into 

the existing tunnel. This building’s footprint is similar to the proposed new 

lightweight small scale lean-to, with proposed load bearing modern cavity masonry 

on a reinforced raft foundation which forms part of this application.  

3.4 On receipt of the suitable wording condition, we would therefore look to revise and 

update the Coal Mining Risk Assessment report to include the additional data and 

historical evidence to remove and reduce the risk that shafts 136 and 135.  
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4.0 Appendices  
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Copy Section of ‘The Collieries of Denbighshire’ dated 1968. 
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Copy of Wardell Summary report schedule of pit reference 

  







 

Job Title: Brymbo Heritage Project 
Job Number: 17003 

Report Title: Planning Statement 

Date of First Issue:  

C:\Users\JamesBarker\Desktop\17003 Coal Mining Authority Planning Statement.docx  

QMS Doc.Rev 

31.03.12 

Brymbo Coalfield Plan 
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