Green Infrastructure Statement
This statement has been produced in support of the application for the retention of a storage container at Ruabon Recreational Field.
This statement sets out how green infrastructure has been incorporated into the proposal and demonstrates how the ‘step wise’ approach to Biodiversity Net Benefit has been followed having regard to Planning Policy Wales (PPW) -Edition 12. The assessment set out in this statement is considered proportionate to the scale and nature of development undertaken.
It is considered that the application site has moderate ecological value, the site adjacent to an existing formal playing field within a wider recreational area. The development as undertaken did /does not require the removal of any trees/hedgerows, although it is recognised that there is an opportunity to enhance the wider location, using appropriate native planting on site, and through the installation of bird and/or bat boxes, to provide green infrastructure and biodiversity enhancement within the local area.
Turning therefore to the Step Wise Approach:
Avoid
The application site is of moderate biodiversity value, and it is not considered that the proposed development results in unacceptable impacts that should be avoided.

Minimise
As set out above the proposed development does not result in unacceptable loss of habitats or green infrastructure and thus measures to minimise that loss are not necessary.
Mitigate/Restore
As the proposal does not result in loss of existing green infrastructure the proposal makes no provision for mitigation or restoration of habitat lost.

Compensate off site
it is not considered that compensation off site is necessary for the reasons set out above. The application does however present opportunity to secure additional habitat creation through additional planting and the installation of bat and bird boxes on land within the Applicant’s wider control and that the installation of these can be appropriately controlled through a condition requiring a scheme for biodiversity enhancement.

Conclusion
For the reasons set out above it is considered that the proposal will not result in adverse effect on biodiversity and ecosystem. The proposal does however present opportunity to enhance the location using appropriate native planting and bird and bat boxes to provide green infrastructure and biodiversity enhancement in compliance with PPW 12. The applicant is content that this provision is secured by planning condition.
