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For the Attention of: Ms S. Brett – Case Officer
Wrexham County Borough Council

[By Email: planning@wrexham.gov.uk] 

23 November 2023
 
Dear Ms Brett

PLANNING APPLICATION: P/2022/0306

Erection of 6 no. industrial units (Class B2) at Site of Wynnstay Technology Park, Llangollen Road, Ruabon, Wrexham – FURTHER RECONSULTATION

Thank you for your consultation email of 10 November 2023 seeking the further views of the Coal Authority on the above planning application.

The Coal Authority Response: Material Consideration

We last commented on this application in a letter to the LPA dated 26 October 2023. In this letter, we maintained our objection due to concerns that information submitted by the applicant did not clearly demonstrate that the risks posed by the recorded off-site mine shaft 329343-194 located close to the northern site boundary had been fully assessed and addressed in the context of the proposed development.

We note that the applicant has now submitted a Phase I Preliminary Risk Assessment report (25 August 2023, prepared by Groundsolve Ltd) in support of their application. The report has been produced to inform the current industrial development proposal and adjacent residential development.

Based on a review of coal mining and geological information, the report acknowledges the presence of the treated mine shaft. Section 8.2 of the report advises that ‘The man restriction present at the site is the disused mine shaft present at the southern end of the site. However, this has been mitigated against by the proposed placement of an open grassed area present in the area of the shaft in order to reduce the load on the shaft as well as create an exclusion zone around the shaft.’ 

Whilst not explicitly stated, we assume that the aforementioned exclusion zone is that denoted by the hatched area around the shaft, as shown on the latest updated Proposed Block Plan submitted by the planning agent, Sean Caddick. 

We highlighted in our previous letter that it appears that the recorded position of the centre point of the shaft (329223E, 343527N) lies further south than that shown on the latest Proposed Block Plan. It does not appear that any further comments on this matter have been received from Mr Caddick. We therefore assume that he is satisfied that the position of the shaft is accurately shown on the plan.

On the basis of the information now submitted and the professional opinions contained therein, and based on the above assumptions, the Coal Authority’s Planning & Development Team wishes to withdraw its objection to the application. The LPA may wish to confirm with the applicant that our assumptions on these matters are correct.

Mine Gas
It should be noted that wherever coal resources or coal mine features exist at shallow depth or at the surface, there is the potential for mine gases to exist. These risks should always be considered by the LPA.  The Planning & Development Team at the Coal Authority, in its role of statutory consultee in the planning process, only comments on gas issues if our data indicates that gas emissions have been recorded on the site. However, the absence of such a comment should not be interpreted to imply that there are no gas risks present. Whether or not specific emissions have been noted by the Coal Authority, local planning authorities should seek their own technical advice on the gas hazards that may exist, and appropriate measures to be implemented, from technically competent personnel.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Yours sincerely
	
James Smith	

James Smith BSc. (Hons), Dip.URP, MRTPI
Planning and Development Manager
[bookmark: _GoBack]Disclaimer

The above consultation response is provided by The Coal Authority as a Statutory Consultee and is based upon the latest available data on the date of the response, and electronic consultation records held by The Coal Authority since 1 April 2013.  The comments made are also based upon only the information provided to The Coal Authority by the Local Planning Authority and/or has been published on the Council's website for consultation purposes in relation to this specific planning application.  The views and conclusions contained in this response may be subject to review and amendment by The Coal Authority if additional or new data/information (such as a revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the Local Planning Authority or the Applicant for consultation purposes.

In formulating this response The Coal Authority has taken full account of the professional conclusions reached by the competent person who has prepared the Coal Mining Risk Assessment or other similar report.  In the event that any future claim for liability arises in relation to this development The Coal Authority will take full account of the views, conclusions and mitigation previously expressed by the professional advisers for this development in relation to ground conditions and the acceptability of development.
1



Protecting the public and the environment in mining areas



3


Protecting the public and the environment in mining areas

image1.jpeg
y—
& RTPI

Learning Partner

~




image2.png
08y
% Oy B¢l

The Coal
Authority




image3.png
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE




