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This briefing presents a response from the Public Health team within Betsi Cadwaladr University Health Board to Wrexham County Borough Council on the following planning application:-
	Application number
	[bookmark: _GoBack]P/2023/0136

	Location 
	Hafod House Farm, Ruabon, LL14 6HF


	Proposal 
	Construction of footpath, active travel route and  pedestrian access to Commemorative Woodland




Betsi Cadwaladr Public Health Team welcomes the opportunity to respond to this application.

An individual’s health is determined not only by their own behaviours, but also strongly impacted upon through the environment, buildings, street design, natural spaces and social networks. These are known as wider determinants of health, and are influenced by planning. All of the elements play a part in determining the health and wellbeing of the population and therefore are all important in creating healthy places. Substantial health inequalities exist in our communities, and planning and development plays a key role in addressing these inequalities.  

This response will focus on some of these determinants in relation to this application and summarises the likely impact of the planning application on public health issues in the immediate and surrounding areas.

The majority of the evidence referred to in the comments below is available in the Public Health Wales resources Creating healthier places and spaces for our present and future generations’ and ‘Planning and Enabling Healthy Environments: incorporating a template for planning policy’ , The Public Health England resource ‘Spatial Planning for Health: an evidence resource for planning and designing healthier places’ and Natural Resources Wales. Additional links are provided for specific sources of evidence on elements of the response.
	In summary, our recommendations are:
· Assurance should be sought that the location of the cycle storage is accessible, safe and secure, giving thought to weather protection and lighting.  
· The number of spaces provided for the all cycle storage but particularly Sheffield ‘Extra’ stand should also reflect the demand for cycling and accessibility to the commemorative woodland and the Active Travel Network.  
· Capacity to expand both cycle storage types in the future should also be considered.



For further information contact:
Ceriann Tunnah 
Consultant in Public Health 
BCU.PHPlanning@wales.nhs.uk





	Green and blue spaces
	The provision of green and blue spaces is important to health and wellbeing, and there is significant evidence, such as from the European Environment Agency, linking contact with the natural environment with improved health and wellbeing. 

Green and blue spaces benefit both the environment and human health. They include formal and informal places for children to play, and places for adults and children to socialise and meet each other. People with good access to green spaces are more likely to be more active, and older adults can improve mobility with physical activity. 

Evidence indicates that undertaking physical activity in a natural setting also improves mental health outcomes more than physical activity undertaken in an indoor setting. Having access to parks and playgrounds is associated with reduced risk of obesity among young people.

The Local Planning Guidance note 32 of the Local Development Plan (previously the Wrexham Unitary Development plan which was adopted in 2005) provides the framework and requirements for open space provision, biodiversity and development, and accessible and useable green and blue spaces. 


	Comment on application
	This proposal is for a Commemorative Woodland that will sit on existing National Trust land, designed as a gesture of remembrance to those lost to Covid 19. 

There has been good consideration to consultation between partners with the National Trust, local community, the Welsh Government and Natural Resources Wales shaping the design of the Commemorative Woodland and a green space which to benefit local residents, visitors, and to increase the overall biodiversity value of the local area.

Excellent consideration has been made to the biodiversity impact of the extended commemorative woodland area as well as with the creation of several wetlands and ponds. 

Good consideration and has been given to the accessibility and usability of the commemorative woodland, sited as it is alongside an active travel route.


	Recommendations
	Good consideration - no further comments







	Walking and cycling

	Supporting walking and cycling are crucial elements of enabling people to increase physical activity levels, and therefore benefit their health and wellbeing. Being able to be active in the areas people live, work and have leisure time is key to reducing obesity levels, increasing wellbeing and reducing stress. 

Evidence demonstrates that improving the infrastructure around walking and cycling can lead to health gains including an increase in physical activity, improved mobility among children, adults and older adults, and improvements in weight status.

The Active Travel Act and the Placemaking Charter in Wales both strongly advocate and provide the evidence for the need for good quality routes which are segregated from traffic, well lit and connect to existing routes and facilities.

Local Planning Guidance note 15 supports the provision of high quality, safe, convenient and attractive cycling and walking routes that offer good connections to services, jobs and other neighbourhoods.


	Comment on application
	Great consideration has been given to the Active Travel link which will form part of the Active Travel Network INM Wrex-Ruab C025 . A total of approximately 591 m (linear) will be constructed with a total surface area of 1773m2. The active travel link will be 3m wide and will be constructed in the same way as the internal paths, using the same materials.

The proposed scheme utilises the existing car park on Hafod Road, and a new pedestrian access is provided from the car park to the northern point of entry to the woodland. An active travel route will be created at this juncture and run parallel to Hafod Road for the full linear length of the new woodland.

Cycle racks and benches will be situated at the northern pedestrian entrance to the woodland.

Good consideration has been given to the design and location of the cycle storage, and this satisfies the provision and design of cycle and walking routes described in the LPG note 15. One elongated Sheffield ‘Extra’ stand will to provide for larger bicycle types, such as cargo bicycles, recumbent bicycles and trailers, as well as adapted cycles as used by some disabled people.


	Recommendations
	Assurance should be sought that the location of the cycle storage is accessible, safe and secure, giving thought to weather protection and lighting.  The number of spaces provided for the all cycle storage but particularly Sheffield ‘Extra’ stand should also reflect the demand for cycling and accessibility to the commemorative woodland and the Active Travel Network.  Capacity to expand both cycle storage types in the future should also be considered.
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