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For the Attention of: Sharon Holman – Case Officer
Wrexham County Borough Council

[By Email: planning@wrexham.gov.uk] 

1 August 2023
 
Dear Sharon 

PLANNING APPLICATION: P/2022/0277 

RESERVED MATTERS PERSUANT TO OUTLINE PLANNING PERMISSION P/2019/0829 (ACCESS, APPEARANCE, LANDSCAPING, LAYOUT AND SCALE) ERECTION OF DWELLING; Hillcroft, Wrexham Road, Pentre, Bychan, Wrexham – FURTHER INFORMATION RECEIVED.

Thank you for your consultation email of 27 July 2023 seeking comments on the additional information.

The Coal Authority would not wish to raise any further observations, but would reiterate our comments of 14 April 2023, which remain valid. 

Notwithstanding the above, we note the commentary within the submitted letter (dated 13 July 2023) from Groundsolve Ltd, the content of which confirms that remediation of the shaft to a standard reflective of the land use is not feasible due to cost. The relevant condition on the permission obviously requires the remediation of the shaft. On the basis that applicant therefore appears to have no intention to remediate this coal mining hazard, the Coal Authority welcomes the decision made by the LPA to refuse planning permission. 

In terms of the suggestion made in the letter that the land has always been garden area, having checked the relevant historical maps and those that are up to date, a defensible boundary always appears to have been apparent between Hillcroft and Derwen, with the land in no way ever appearing conducive to residential curtilage. The Planning team at the Coal Authority therefore refutes this claim. Unfortunately, undeveloped gaps in otherwise built residential areas often conceal this coal mining hazards.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, in noting the supporting information that accompanied the planning application, which clearly recommended the remediation of the shaft to an appropriate standard, which incurred the condition, the Planning team at the Coal Authority does not in any way consider that it acted unreasonably. Whilst we also acknowledge the applicant’s proposal to apply to remove the condition, we would in no way support this.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Yours sincerely 

Chris MacArthur
Chris MacArthur B.Sc.(Hons), DipTP, MRTPI
Planning Liaison Manager

Disclaimer

The above consultation response is provided by The Coal Authority as a Statutory Consultee and is based upon the latest available coal mining data on the date of the response, and electronic consultation records held by The Coal Authority since 1 April 2013.  The comments made are also based upon only the information provided to The Coal Authority by the Local Planning Authority and/or has been published on the Council's website for consultation purposes in relation to this specific planning application.  The views and conclusions contained in this response may be subject to review and amendment by The Coal Authority if additional or new data/information (such as a revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the Local Planning Authority or the Applicant for consultation purposes.
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