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For the Attention of: Ms A Brittain – Case Officer 
Wrexham County Borough Council

[By Email: planning@wrexham.gov.uk] 

2nd June 2023 
 
Dear Ms Brittain

PLANNING APPLICATION: P/2023/0258

Outside Seating Area Consisting of 2 Play Frames and Safe Mat Flooring (In Retrospect); Acrefair Sports and Social Club, Bethania Road, Acrefair, Wrexham

Thank you for your notification received on the 19th May 2023 seeking the views of The Coal Authority on the above planning application.

The Coal Authority is a non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero.  As a statutory consultee, The Coal Authority has a duty to respond to planning applications and development plans in order to protect the public and the environment in mining areas.

Our records indicate that there are 2 mine entries within 20m of the site.  We hold no treatment details for these features and their exact location is unknown but they could be within the site or closer to the site than our records indicate.  These features pose a potential risk to surface stability and public safety.  

It is noted that this application is for retention of two pieces of play equipment and safe mat flooring.  This type of development falls on our published exemptions list due to the minimal groundworks necessary to facilitate its installation on site.  However, the mine entries do pose a potential public safety risk to those utilising this play area, which is of significant concern.  If you are aware that significant groundworks were required to facilitate the installation of the two prices of play equipment then please let me know as we may wish to review our response.  

 The LPA needs to be satisfied that the site is suitable and safe for the use as a play area and to this end you may consider it prudent to require additional information from the applicant in this regard.  The applicant should demonstrate to you that they are aware of the recorded mine entries and their zones of influence, they have assessed their relationship to the play area and are satisfied that they pose no risk.  

The Coal Authority is of the opinion that building over the top of, or in close proximity to, mine entries should be avoided wherever possible, even after they have been capped, in line with our adopted policy:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-on-or-within-the-influencing-distance-of-mine-entries

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Yours sincerely 

Melanie Lindsley 
Melanie Lindsley BA (Hons), DipEH, DipURP, MA, PGCertUD, PGCertSP, MRTPI   
Principal Planning & Development Manager    

[bookmark: _GoBack]Disclaimer

The above consultation response is provided by The Coal Authority as a Statutory Consultee and is based upon the latest available data on the date of the response, and electronic consultation records held by The Coal Authority since 1 April 2013.  The comments made are also based upon only the information provided to The Coal Authority by the Local Planning Authority and/or has been published on the Council's website for consultation purposes in relation to this specific planning application.  The views and conclusions contained in this response may be subject to review and amendment by The Coal Authority if additional or new data/information (such as a revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the Local Planning Authority or the Applicant for consultation purposes.

1



Protecting the public and the environment in mining areas



2


Protecting the public and the environment in mining areas

image1.jpeg
y—
& RTPI

Learning Partner

~




image2.png
08y
% Oy B¢l

The Coal
Authority




image3.png
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE




