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Introduction

Background

This Preliminary Ecological Assessment has been prepared by Anthony Nickson Ecology Ltd on behaif of
A J Field Electrical & Mechanical Ltd. The report will accompany a planning application for the demolition of the
existing community centre and subsequent construction of a residential development.

The Site
The application site is located in Wrexham (grid ref: 53228290630). The site is bound by Sycamore Road to the

north, Churchill Drive to the south, residential properties to the east and Eaton Drive to the west.

The habitats within the site comprise: amenity grassiand, introduced shrub, scattered trees, buildings and
hardstanding. The wider landscape is dominated by residential properties and open space with pockets of woodland
belts and scattered trees (ref. figure 1).

Figure 1. Site location

Survey Aims

The survey was commissioned to establish the existing ecological value of the application site to ensure future
planning applications and works comply with all current EU and UK legislation and national and local planning policy
relating to protected sites, habitats and species. The aims of the survey was to:

» Describe and map the habitats present on the site
= Assess any potential impact on protected species or sites
s |dentify where further survey may be required
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Planning

Biodiversity is a material consideration to the planning process and consideration must be given to the protection,
retention and improvement, of existing biodiversity features. As the demolition of the existing community centre and
construction of a residential deveiopment may have possible impacts of wildlife and biodiversity, consideration
should be given to protected and notable habitats and species which may be present within andfor adjacent to the
application site prior to construction works commencing.

Land of Eaton Road, Wrexham May 2019
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Table 2. Guidelines for assessing the potential suitability of proposed development sites for bats based on the presence
of suitable roosting features within a structure

Suitability

Commuting and foraging habitats

Negligible

Negligible habitat features on site likely to be used by roosting bats.

Low

A structure with one or more potential roost sites that could be used by individuai bats opportunistically.
However, these potential roost sites do not provide enough space, shelter, protection, appropriate conditions
and/or suitable surrounding habitat to be used on a regular basis or by larger numbers of bats (i.e. unlikely to
be suitable for matemity or hibernation).

A tree of sufficient size and age to contain PRFs but with none seen from the ground or features seen with
only very limited roosting potential.

Moderate

A structure or tree with one or more potenfial roost sites that could be used by bats due to their size, shelter,
protection, conditions and surrounding habitat but unlikely to support a roost of high conservation status (with
respect to roost type only ~ the assessments in this table are made irrespective of species conservation status,
which is established after presence is confirmed).

High

A structure or tree with one or more potential roost sites that are obviously suitable for use by larger numbers

of bats on a more regular basis and patentially for ionger periods of time due 1o their size, shelter, protection,
conditions and surrounding habitat.

Presence/Absence Survey

Following the preliminary roost assessment further presence/absence surveys were carried out on the existing
community centre. A single presence/absence survey was undertaken; a dawn re-entry survey on the

20" May 2019.

For the survey two surveyors were located strategically to ensure all potential bat access points were accounted for,
and monitored the building visually to determine whether or not any bats emerged from, or entered, the building.
Further to this, each surveyor used a bat detector to listen to the echolocations of any bat acfivity.

The dawn re-entry survey began $0 minutes before sunset and continued for 15 minutes after sunrise.

The presencefabsence survey was led by Richard Lowe. Richard was assisted by John Harrison-Bryant. All
surveyors are experienced in undertaking presence/absence surveys.

Land of Eaton Road, Wrexham May 2019




Figure 2. Emergence/re-entry surveyor locations

Birds

2214 Al birds, their nests and eggs are protected at the nest under UK Law (Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as
amended). As such it is an offence to intentionally undertake the following acts;

=  Kill, injure or take any wild bird
» Take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird whilst it is in use or being built

= Take or destroy the egg of any wild bird

2.2.15 Intentionally or recklessly disturb any wild bird listed on Schedule 1 while it is nest building, or at a nest containing
eggs or young, or disturb the dependent young of such a bird.

Land of Eaton Road, Wrexham May 2019
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Results

Desktop Study
international/National Protected Sites

The desktop study confirmed that there are no European / National statutory designations within a 2km radius of the
application site.

Local Nature Reserves
The desktop study confirmed that there are no Local Nature Reserves within a 2km radius of the application site.

Protected Specles

The following results are of protected species recorded within a 500m radius of the application site:

Bats
The local record centre provided one bat record within a 500m radius of the site boundary, a brown long-eared
{Plecotus auritus) bat approximately 537m south-west of the application site.

Birds

The Local record cenire has provided a number of bird records. Several of which could be supported by the habitats
within the site boundary as follows: house martin (Delichon urbicum), house sparrow (Passer domesticus), swaliow
{Hirundo rustica) and wren (Troglodytes troglodyles).

Phase 1 Habitat Site Survey

Habitat Description

The site is approximately 0.08 hectare acres and comprises: amenity grassiand, introduced shrub, building and
hardstanding.

Amenity grassland

The predominant habitat within the site is amenity grassland (ref. plates 1-2) which provides a border around the
existing community centre and dominates the green space beyond the community centre boundary. Since the
community centre has become vacant the amenity grassland has not been managed and the grassland has becoms
rank and tussocky (ref. plate 1). The amenity grassiand within the green space is managed through a regular mowing
regime o create a tight sward of low diversity (ref. plate 2).

The species within the habitat include perennial rye-grass (Lolium perenne) and red fescue (Festuca rubra) with
other less typical amenity species also present including cleavers (Gallium aparine), cock’s-foot (Dactyiis glomerata),
common nettie (Urtica dioica), common ragwort {(Senecio jacobaea), creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens) and
dove's-foot crane's-bill (Geranium molle).

introduced shrub
There is an area of introduced shrub (ref. plate 3) to the east of the application site. The species included cherry
laurel (Prunus laurocerasus), firethorn (Pyracantha sp.) and fiax (Phormiurn sp.).

Scattered trees
There are a number of scattered trees (ref. plates 4-6) irregularly spaced within the green space beyond the
community centre boundary.

Land of Eaton Road, Wrexham hMay 2019 8
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3.2.16

3.2.17

Building
The existing Kingsley Circle Community Centre (ref. plates 6-7) is a single storey brick building with a traditional flat
roof.

Hardstanding
The hardstanding within the application site comprises pedestrian footpaths.

Protected Species

Bats
All British bat species use buildings or trees to roost throughout the year; notably pipistrelle bats and brown long-
eared bats, which have been recorded within 1km of the application site

Habil uitabili

The application site is surrounded by residential properties and small pockets of green space (ref. plates 8). The
habitats within and surrounding the site could be used by small numbers of bats such as but are not very well
connected to the wider landscape. It is unlikely that the surrounding habitats could support a maternity roost.

Preliminary Roost Assessment
Kingsley Circle Community Cenre is a single storey building approximately 12m wide by 22m long (ref. plates 6-7).
The building is constructed of brick external walls with timber soffits and fascias and a traditional fiat roof.

The single storey building has a mild pitched roof above the main hall (north-east of building) and flat roof elements
to the other elements of the building (ref. plate 9). The roof covering appears to be in good condition and does not
appear to provide any ingress points/roosting opportunities for bats.

The property has timber soffits and fascias (ref. plates 10-11) throughout. The soffits and fascias are generally in
excellent condition and flush to the extenal wall, however, to the front (southern elevation) of the property a section
of the ply barge board is absent to the flat roof element (ref. plate 12) and pitched roof element (ref. plate 13). The
missing ply presents opportunities for bats to access the building and potential roosting opportunities.

The traditional flat roof cover is flush to the fascia boards (ref. plate 14) and does not provide any ingress
points/roosting opportunities for bats

The property has uPVC windows through, to the westemn elevation along the main hall there is a large section of
uPVC window and cladding (ref. plate 15). The uPVC windows and cladding are in excellent condition and well-
sealed to the external wall brickwork and do not provide any ingress points/roosting opportunities for bats.

Internally there is no access to the loft space (ref. plate 16) of the void between the ceiling and roof covering.

No field signs or evidence of bats were observed during the preliminary roost assessment of the existing community
centre externally and an internal inspection was not possible. The two sections of missing ply to the south of the
building provides a small number of potential roost sites (slipped roof tiles, access to cavity wall etc) that could be
used by a small number of crevice dwelling bats due to their size, shelter, protection, gonditions and surrounding

habitat,

None of the trees within the application site provide suitable features to support reosting bats,

Land of Eaton Road, Wrexham May 2019



Emergence/Re-entry Surveys
3.2.18 Foliowing the preliminary roost assessment a single dawn re-entry survey was undertaken on the existing community
centre: The results were as follows:

Table 3. 18t dawn survey existing community centre

Date Sunset | Surveyors Start and | Equipment Waeather
Time end times used

20/05/2019 | 05.08 - Richard Lowe 03:00-05:23 | 2x Anabat SD2 | . 8.5°C (start temp)

- JohnHarison- - 7.2°C (endiemp)

Bryant - Dry {precipitation)
- 0 (beautort wind scale)

Notes
- No bats emerged from/entered the existing community block during the survey.
- Common pipistrelle bats were recorded during the survey but from a distance and not ohserved.

Birds

3.2.19 The infroduced shrub and gap behind the missing ply barge board of the community centre provides suitable habitat

within the application site for nesting birds during the nesting season (March to September).
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Evaluation

Desktop Study
international/National Protected Sites

The desktop study confirmed that there are no European or National statutory designations'within a 1km radius of
the application site.

Local Nature Reserves

The desktop study confirmed that there are no Local Nature Reserves within a 1km radius of the application site.

Phase 1 Habitat Site Survey
Habitats

The Phase 1 Habitats recorded within the application site are common throughout the UK. No nationally rare or
locally rare plant species were documented during the extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey (Preston et al, 2002).

Bats

The preliminary roost assessment and presence/absence re-entry suggest that the existing community centre does
not currently support a bat roost. The proposed redevelopment of the existing building is therefore considered to
have a negligible impact on the local bat population.

Birds

The introduced shrub and community centre provide suitable habitat for breeding birds. However, given the
availability of similar and better habitats within close proximity of the site, it is considered that the site is only valuabie
for breeding birds at a site level.

Land of Eaton Road, Wrexham May 2019
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Recommendations

Protected Species

Bats

No evidence of a bat roost was recorded within the existing community centre during the preliminary bat survey on the
7" March 2019 and no bats were observed emerging and/or re-entering the building during the presence/absence
survey undertaken on the 20" May 2019. The survey information suggests that the building does not currently
supporting roosting bats.

It is the author’s opinion that the redevelopment of the existing community centre should proceed as the survey
information suggests there should be no significant concemns or constraints in relation to roosting bats in the proposals
and there 15 no requirement for an EPSM licence in respect of bats

it should be noted that bat absence is very difficult to prove definitively due to their mobility and size, and single or
small numbers of bats are able to roost in extremely small spaces, such as between roofing tiles. Therefore it is
recommended that all removal of roof tiles, ridge tiles and wooden soffits, fascia’s and barge boards is to be undertaken
by hand, with the features lifted instead of dragged.

If during development works a bat, or an accumulation of bat droppings (ref. plate 17) is discovered at any time during
the roof removal, work is to temporarily cease on the roof whilst a bat ecologist is contacted for guidance and
assistance. This can be Anthony Nickson (07921 571 823) who undertook the initial survey, any licensed bat worker,
or the Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) helpline (0845 1300 228).

Birds

All bird species are protected at their nest under the Wildiife and Countryside Act 1981. Due fo presence of suitable
habitat for breeding birds, it is recommended that site works that will impact any of these habitats takes place outside
the peak bird breeding season (March to September).

If site works or activities ta any habitats where any resting birds may be present is to be undertaken within the nesting
season, then an appropriately qualified ecologist will be required to undertake a site walkover to visually assess
potentially suitable nesting habitat for active nests within the construction zones. If active nests are discovered, then
site works must cease until the nest is deemed inactive or until a suitable Precautionary Working Method Statement is
developed.

Protected Species
No additional protected species survey work is recommended.

Land of Eaton Road, Wrexham May 2019 12
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Planning Policy Wales

6.4

6.4.1

6.4.2

6.4.3

6.4.4

6.4.5

Biodiversity and Ecological Networks

Biodiversity underpins the structure and functioning of ecosystems. It is the diversity of living organisms whether atthe
genetic, species or ecosystem level. An ecosystem is made up of living organisms, plants, animals and
micro-organisms, in conjunction with their non-living environment, air, water, minerals and soil, and all the diverse and
complex interactions that take place between them.

The Environment (Wales) Act 2016 introduced an enhanced biodiversity120 and resilience of ecosystems121 duty
(Section 6 Duty). This duty applies to public authorities in the exercise of their functions in relation to Wales and will
help maximise contributions to achieving the well-being goals. The Nature Recovery Action Plan supports this
legistative requirement to reverse the decline in biodiversity, address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by
putting nature at the heart of decision-making and increasing the resilience of ecosystems by taking specific action
focused around the 6 objectives for habitats and species.

The planning system has a key role to play in helping to reverse the decline in biodiversity and increasing the resilience
of ecosystems, at various scales, by ensuring appropriate mechanisms are in place to both protect against loss and to
secure enhancement. Addressing the consequences of climate change should be a central part of any measures to
conserve biodiversity and the resilience of ecosystems. Information contained in SoNaRR, Area Statements and
species records from Local Environmental Record Centres should be taken into account. Development plan strategies,
policies and development proposals must consider the need to:

= support the conservation of biodiversity, in particular the conservation of wildlife and habitats;

» ensure action in Wales contributes to meeting international responsibilities and obligations for biodiversity and
habitats;

= ensure statutorily and non-statutorily designated sites are property protected and managed;

= safeguard protected and priority species and existing biodiversity assets from impacts which directly affect their
nature conservation interests and compromise the resilience of ecological networks and the components which
underpin them, such as water and soil, including peat; and

» secure enhancement of and improvements to ecosystem resilience by improving diversity, condition, extent and
connectivity of ecological networks.

It is imporant that biodiversity and resilience considerations are taken into account at an early stage in both
development plan preparation and when proposing or considering development proposals. Since these considerations
are not confined by administrative boundaries they must be addressed strategically through consultation and
collaboration with adjoining planning authorities and other bodies such as NRW and the third sector. All reasonable
steps must be taken to maintain and enhance biodiversity and promote the resilience of ecosystems and these should
be balanced with the wider economic and social needs of business and local communities. Where adverse effects on
the environment cannot be avoided or mitigated, it will be necessary to refuse planning permission.

Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty (Section 6 Duty)

Planning authorities must seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions. This means
development should not cause any significant loss of habitats.or populations of species, locally or nationally and must
provide a net benefit for biodiversity. In doing so planning authorities must also take account of and promote the

resilience of ecosystems, in particular the following aspects:

s diversity between and within ecosystems;

» the connections between and within ecosystems;

= the scale of ecosystems;

s the condition of ecosystems including their structure and functioning; and
» the adaptability of ecosystems.



646

647

6.4.8

648

6.4.10

In fulfilling this duty, planning authorities must have regard to:

= the list of habitats and species of principal importance for Wales, published under Section 7 of the Environment
{(Wales) Act 2016;

= the SoNaRR, published by NRW: and

* any Area Statement that covers all or part of the area in which the authority exercises its functions,

Planning Authorities should also refer to up to date ecological survey information (where appropriate).

A proactive approach towards facilitating the delivery of biodiversity and resilience outcomes should be taken by all
those participating in the planning process. In particular, planning authorities must demonstrate that they have sought
to fulfil the duties and requirements of Section 6 of the Environment Act by taking all reasonable steps to maintain and
enhance biodiversity in the exercise of their functions.

The broad framework for implementing the Section 6 Duty and building resilience through the planning system includes
addressing:

implementing the Section 6 Duty

Diversity. to ensure mechanisms are in place to minimise further loss and where circumstances allow for species’
populations to expand and recolonise their natural range (former range) or adapt to future change. More diverse
ecosystems are more resilient to external influences (this includes biological, geological and physical diversity on a
site). This means development should not cause any significant loss of habitats or populations of species, locally or
nationally and must provide a net benefit for biodiversity;

Extent: to ensure mechanisms allow for the identification of potential habitat, the maintenance of existing assets and
networks and promote the restoration of damaged, modified or potential habitat and the creation of new habitat. This
means that planning decisions should incorporate measures which seek the creation, restoration and appropriate
management of green networks and linkages between habitats and maintaining and enhancing other green
infrastructure features and networks;

Condition: Ecosystems need to be in a healthy condition to function effectively, to dsliver a range of important
ecosystem services. Planning decisions should not compromise the condition of ecosystems By taking an integrated
approach to development, for example, which considers both direct and wider impacts and benefits it should be
possible to make a positive contribution. Planning for the long temm management of retained habitats is key to
maintaining condition through for example, the use of planning obligations;

Connectivity. to take opportunities to develop functional habitat and ecological networks within and betwsen
ecosystems and across landscapes, building on existing connectivity and quality and encouraging habitat creation,
restoration and appropriate management. The opportunities could include enlarging habitat areas, developing buffers
around designated sites or other biodiversity assets or corridors, including transport and river corridors, and the
creation of ‘stepping stones’ which will strengthen the ability of habitats and ecological networks to adapt to change,
including climate change; and

Adaptability to change: primarily in the form of climate change, for both species (diversity) and ecosystems requires
action to protect the extent, condition and connectivity of habitats, features and ecological networks. Development
plans, planning proposals and applications which build on protecting designated sites and securing and enhancing
green infrastructure will be key ways of addressing the attributes of ecosystems resilience identified in the Environment
Act as well as facilitating social and economic resilience aspirations of the Well-being of Future Generations Act

Designated Sites

Many of the most important areas of nature conservation value have been statutorily designated. These statutorily
designated sites make a vital contribution to protecting biodiversity and can alsc be important in providing opportunities
for achieving wider wel-being objectives.




6.4.11

6.4.12

6.4.13

6.4.14

6.4.15

6.4.16

64.17

Hierarchy of Designations: international, National, Local

Planning authorities must have regard to the refative significance of international, national and local designations in
considering the weight to be attached to nature conservation interests. Further guidance, particularly in reiation to
Natura 2000 sites, is contained in TAN 5. Nature Conservation and Planning

The supporting reasoning for the designation at all levels and an outline of the qualifying features of the designation
should be clearly recorded as part of the Green Infrastructure Assessment and considered in formulating development
plans, when designing new development proposals and in development management decisions.

Differentiation should be given to the relative significance of the designation within the hierarchy, when considering the
weight to be attached to nature conservation interests.

Statutory designation of a site does not necessarily prohibit development, but proposals must be carefully assessed
to ensure that effect on those nature conservation interests which the designation is intended to protect are clearly
understood; development should be refused where there are adverse impacts on the features for which a site has
been designated. Intemnational and national responsibilities and obligations for conservation should be fully met, and,
consistent with the objectives of the designation, statutorily designated sites protected from damage and deterioration,
with their important features conserved and enhanced by appropriate management. Further information on Habitats
Regulations Assessment is contained in TAN 5: Nature Conservation and Planning.

Statutorily and S torily Protected
Sites
International Special Area of Conservation Statutory ]
Protection Area Statutory
Ramsar sites Statutory

UNESCO Biosphere Reserve Non-Statutory

National
Site of Special Scientific Interest | Statutory
National Nature Reserve Statutory
Sites of importance for Nature

Local pes 4 . P Non-Statutory
Conservation .
L.ocal Nature Reserve Non-Statutory
Local Wildlife Sites Non-Statutory

Protection and Management of Designated Sites

Statutorily designated sites must be protected from damage and deterioration, with their imporiant features conserved
and enhanced by appropriate management. The contribution of the designated site to a wider network of resilient
acosystems should be recognised and captured as part of policy and decision making.

Planning authorities should consider opportunities to restore networks of habitats to a healthy condition identified as a
result of undertaking the Green Infrastructure Assessment and the identification of appropriate interventions to secure
delivery against the aspects of resilience, diversity, connectivity, scale, condition and adaptability.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest

SSSls are of national importance. The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended by the Countryside and Rights
of Way Act 2000, places a duty on all public bodies, including planning authorities, to take reasonable steps, consistent
with the proper exercise of their functions, to further the conservation and enhancement of the features by reason of
which a SSSI is of special interest. SSSis can be damaged by developments within or adjacent to their boundaries,
and in some cases, by development some distance away. There is a presumption against development likely to
damage @ SSSI and this presumption should be appropriately reflected in development plans and development
management decisions. In particular, before authorising development likely to damage any of the notified features of
a SSS|, planning authorities must give notice of the proposed operations to NRW, and must take its advice into account



6.4.18

6.4.18

6.4.20

6.4.21

in deciding whether to grant planning permission and in attaching planning conditions. For the purposes of land use
planning proposed SSSIs will be treated in the same way as notified $SSis .

Special Protection Areas, Special Areas of Conservation and Ramsar Sites

SACs and SPAs are of European importance. Under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2017)
(the Habitats Regulations), all public bodies (including planning authorities) must have regard to the requirements of
the EC Habitats and Birds Directives when carrying out their functions. SACs and SPAs on land are underpinned by
notification as SSSis and hence subject to protection afforded by the SSSI provisions. Before authorising devefopment
or adopting a land use plan which is likely to have a significant effect on a SAC or SPA {including where outside the
boundary of the SAC or SPA), planning authorities must carry out an appropriate assessment of the implications for
the designated features, consult NRW and have regard to NRW's representations. The development can normally only
be authorised or the plan adopted, if the ptanning authority ascertains that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the
site, if necessary taking into account any additional measures, planning conditions or obligations. Development or
policies in land use plans for which there is no alternative solution and which must be carried out for imperative reasons
of over-riding public interest may be authorised notwithstanding a negative assessment of the implications, subject to
notifying Weish Ministers. Any necessary compensatory measures to protect the overall coherence of the network of
SACs and SPAs must be secured. Ramsar sites are important wetland areas designated under the Ramsar Convention
on Wetlands of International importance. As with SACs and SPAs, Ramsar sites are undeminned by notification as
SSSls, but are not subject to the Habitats Regulations. However, Ramsar sites should be treated within the planning
system in the same way as SACs and SPAs.

Proposed Special Areas of Conservation, Special Protection Areas and Ramsar sites

Sites which have been formally proposed as SPAs, SACs but which are not yet subject to legal protection under the
Habitats Regulations, should be treated within the planning system in the same way as if they were legally designated.
The same considerations should, as a matter of policy, be applied to proposed Ramsar sites.

Protaction for Non-statutory Designations

Atthough non-statutory designations carry less weight than statutory designations, they can make a vital contribution
to delivering an ecological network for biodiversity and resilient ecosystems, and they should be given adequate
protection in development plans and the development management process. Before authorising development likely to
damage a local wildlife designation, planning authorities should give notice of the proposed operation to the County
Ecologist and third sector environmental organisations. Where a Green Infrastructure Assessment has identified that
certain features or characteristics of the site need to be conserved or enhanced, planning authorities should state in
their development plans what features or characteristics require this extra protection and why, and explain how the
policies will achieve this protection. Assessments should similarly consider the presence of protected and priority
species including those on the Section 7 list and appropriate weight attached to their protection. Policies for
non-statutory sites should make it clear that such designations do not preclude appropriate developments, where there
are no adverse impacts on the features for which a site is designated.

Maintaining and Enhancing Biodiversity

Planning authorities must follow a step-wise approach to maintain and enhance biodiversity and build resilient
ecological networks by ensuring that any adverse environmental effects are firstly avoided, then minimized, mitigated,
8nd as a last resort compensated for; enhancement must be secured wherever possible.

1. The first priority for ptanning authorities is to avoid damage to biodiversity and ecosystem functioning. Where there
may be harmful environmental effects, planning authorities will need to be satisfied that any reasonable alternative
sites that would result in less harm, no harm or gain have been fully considered

2. Pianning authorities should ensure that features and elements of biodiversity or green infrastructure value are
retained on site, and enhanced or created where ever possible, by adopting best practice site design and green
infrastructure principles. The provision of up to date ecological survey information will assist in this process. Where
necessary, planning authorities should seek to modify the development proposal through discussion with the



6.4.22

6.4.23

applicant at the earliest possible stage. Biodiversity and green infrastructure modifications should draw on the
issues and opportunities identified through the Green Infrastructure Assessment

3. in some circumstances, it will be appropriate to attach planning conditions, obligations or advisory notes to a
permission, to secure biodiversity outcomes. Planning authorities should take care to ensure that any conditions
necessary to implement this policy are, relevant to planning, relevant to the development to be permitied,
enforceable, precise, and reasonable in all other respects. 4. When all other options have been exhausted, and
where modifications, alternative sites, conditions or obligations are not sufficient to secure biodiversity outcomes,
offsite compensation for unavoidable damage must be sought. a. This should nomally take the form of habitat
creation, or the provision of long-term management arrangements to enhance existing habitats and deliver a net
benefit for biodiversity. it should also be informed by a full ecological assessment before habitat creation or
restoration starts. b. The Green Infrastructure Assessment should be used to identify suitable locations for securing
offsite compensation. Where possible, a landscape-scale approach, focusing on promoting wider ecosystem
resilience, should help guide locations for compensation. This exercise will determine whether locations for habitat
compensation should be placed close to the development site, or whether new habitat or additional management
located further away from the site would best support biodiversity and ecosystem resilience at a wider scale. c.
Where compensation for specific species is being sought, the focus should be on maintaining or enhancing the
population of the species within its natural range. This approach might also identify locations for providing
species-specific compensation further away from the site. VWhere they exist, Spatial Species Action Plans should
pe used to help identify suitable locations. d. Any proposed compensation should take account of the Section 6
Duty (Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty), and the five key ecosystem resilience attributes that it
outlines. it should also be accompanied by a long term management plan of agreed and appropriate mitigation and
compensation measures. 5. Finally, where the adverse effect on the environment clearly outweighs other material
considerations, the development should be refused.

Protected Species

The presence of a species protected under European or UK legisation, or under Section 7 of the Environment (Wales)
Act 2016 is a material consideration when a planning authority is considering a development proposal which, if carried
out, would be likely to result in disturbance or hamm to the species or its habitat and to ensure that the range and
population of the species is sustained. Planning authorities should advise anyone submitting a planning application
that they must conform with any statutory species protection provisions affecting the site, and potentially the
surrounding area, concemed. An ecological survey to confirm whether a protected species is present and an
assessment of the likely impact of the development on a protected species may be required in order to inform the
development management process. It is considered best practice that screening to determine the presence of
protected species should by carried out by a competent ecologist on the basis of data provided by the relevant Local

Environmental Record Centre.

Developments are always subject to the legislation covering European protected species regardless of whether or not
they are within a designated site. Proposals for which development works would confravene the protection afforded to
European protected species require derogations from the provisions of the Habitats Directive. A derogation may only
be authorised if there is no satisfactory alternative and if the action authorised will not be detrimentai to the maintenance
of the population of the species concerned at a favourable conservation status in its natural range. The development
works to be authorised must be for the purposes of preserving ‘public heaith or safety, or for other imperative reasons
of overriding public interest, including those of a social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary
importance for the environment’. Derogations are granted by a licence issued by NRW who should notify planning
authorities when a licence application has been granted. Planning authorities are under a duty to have regard to the
requirements of the Habitats Directive in exercising their functions. To avoid developments with planning permission
subsequently not being granted derogations in relation to European protected species, planning authorities must take
the above three requirements for derogation into account when considering development proposals where a European
protected species is present. :



6.4.24

6.4.25

6.4.26

6.4.27

Trees, Woodlands and Hedgerows

Trees, woodlands, copses and hedgerows are of great importance for biodiversity. They are important connecting
habitats for resilient ecological networks and make a valuable wider contribution to landscape character, sense of
place, air quality, recreation and Jocal climate moderation. They also play a vital role in tackling climate change by
locking up carbon, and can provide shade and shelter, a sustainable energy source and building materials. The
particular role, siting and design requirements of urban trees in providing heaith and well-being benefits to
communities, now and in the future should be promoted as part of plan making and decision taking.

Planning authorities should protect trees, hedgerows, groups of trees and areas of woodland where they have
ecological value, contribute to the character or amenity of a particular locality, or perform a beneficial and identified
green infrastructure function. Planning authorities should consider the importance of native woodiand and valued trees,
and should have regard, where appropriate, to local authority tree strategies or SPG. Permanent removal of woodland
should only be permitted where it would achieve significant and clearly defined public benefits. Where woodiand or
trees are removed as part of a proposed scheme, developers will be expected to provide compensatory planting.

Ancient woodland and semi-natural woodiands and individual ancient, veteran and heritage trees are imeplaceable
natural resources, and have significant landscape, biodiversity and cultural value. Such trees and woodlands should
be afforded protection from development which would result in their loss or deterioration unless there are significant
and clearly defined public benefits; this protection should prevent potentially damaging operations and their
unnecessary loss. In the case of a site recorded on the Ancient Woodland Inventory, authorities should consider the
advice of NRW. Planning authorities should also have regard to the Ancient Tree Inventory.

The protection and planting of trees and hedgerows should be delivered, where appropriate, through locally-specific
strategies and policies, through imposing conditions when granting pianning permission, and/or by making Tree
Preservation Orders (TPOs)126. They should also be incorporated into Green Infrastructure Assessments and plans.



Wrexham Unitary Development Plan (1996-2011)
Biodiversity

Policy PS11 Encouragement will be given to proposals which improve the biodiversity value of sites and to the establishment
of local nature reserves where the nature conservation and landscape interest of the land will be protected and enhanced.

Hedgerows, Trees and Woodland

Policy EC4 Development proposals should provide for the conservation and management of hedgerows, trees, orchards,
woodland, wildlife and other natural landscape and water features, and include new planting in order to enhance the character
of the landscape and townscape. Development which results in the loss or significant damage to valuable trees, important
hedgerows -or ancient woodland sites will not be permitted.

Much of the landscape's quality stems from the pattern of hedgerows, trees and woodland and other natural features such as
ponds. The conservation, planting and proper management of such features must be encouraged in order to maintain.and
enhance the landscape, to conserve wildlife habitats, and fo reverse some changes made to the rural landscape by modem
agricuiture.

Developments and land use changes may therefore be resisted if they adversely affect, directly or indirectly, the integrity or
continuity of landscape features which are designated as of major importance for wild flora and fauna. A development may be
acceptable if mitigating measures can be provided for within the contro} of the developer which would reinstate the integrity or
continuity of these features. Management of these features will generally be encouraged and, where appropriate, conditions
will be imposed on planning permission. Planning obligations may be entered into with landowners or developers to secure
long term management.

TPO's will be used to prevent loss, destruction or damage to trees which form notable features of the landscape or
{ownscape. Certain hedgerows are protected by the Hedgerow Regulations, and the Council will use its powers under this
legislation to exercise control over important hedgerows. Where damage to woodland is unavoidable, appropriate mitigation
measures will be required.

Biodiversity Conservation

Policy EC6 Development either within or close to sites of biodiversity interest will only be permitted when2 & can be clearly
demonsirated that the need for the development outweighs the need to safeguard the intrinsic nature conservation value of
the site. Where such development is permitted, damage should be keptto a minimum, and compensatory measures should
be provided. Measures to improve the biodiversity value of sites and enhance their natural conservation interest and
jandscape quality including the establishment of local nature reserves, will be supported.

Sites of biodiversity interest in the County Borough require protection by virtue of their special and exceptional flora, fauna,
geological and physiographical features. These sensitive nature conservation sites are often subject to pressures for change
and can be affected or even destroyed by operations which are harmful to a protected site, such as changes in farming
techniques, which may not be subject to planning control. The continuous survey and assessment of nature conservation
sites could bring statutory protection for other hitherto unscheduled sites. This policy applies to, in order of importance. nature
conservation sites of international importance comprising Special Protection Areas, Special Areas of Conservation, and
Ramsar Sites: nationally important Sites of Special Scientific Interest; regionally important Geological Sites; locally important
Wildlife Sites; and other protected species and their habitats. The Council will require a survey to be undertaken in order to
evaluate the impact of development on the intrinsic qualities of these sites. Local nature reserves comprising habitats of local
significance, can make a useful contribution both to nature conservation and to the opportunities for the public to see, learn
about, and enjoy wildlife.



Appendix D - Photograph Plates

Land of Eaton Road, Wrexham
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Plate 3, Introduced shrub

Plate 5. Scattered trees

Plate 2. Amenity graland
. I % :

Plate 4. Scattered trees

Plate 7. Kingsley Circle Community Centre

Plate 8. Green space surrounding application site




Plate 10. Timber soffits & fascias
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Plate 12. Ply barge board absent (flat roof)

Plate 14. Fiat roof cavering flush to fascia boards

Plate 16. Internal view of community centre










