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Dear Sir/Madam,

BWRIAD / PROPOSAL: CODI 47 ANNEDD AC ISADEILEDD CYSYLLTIEDIG
/ERECTION OF 47 DWELLINGS AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE

LLEOLIAD / LOCATION: LAND SOUTH OF BERSE ROAD CAEGO WREXHAM

Thank you for consulting Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales about the
above, which we received on 2" May 2023.

We have concerns with the application as submitted because inadequate information
has been provided in support of the proposal. To overcome these concerns, you
should seek further information from the applicant regarding foul drainage. If this
information is not provided, we would object to this planning application. Further
details are provided below.

We also advise that based on the information submitted to date, the document
identified below should be included in the approved plans and documents condition
on the decision notice. Without the inclusion of this document, we would object to
this planning application.

Foul Drainage and Protected Sites

We note the application site is within the catchment of the River Dee and Bala Lake Special
Area of Conservation (SAC). As you are aware, on the 215t January 2021, we published an
evidence package outlining phosphorus levels for all river SACs across Wales. In line with
our Planning Advice (July 2022), under the Habitats Regulations, Planning Authorities must
consider the phosphorus impact of proposed developments on water quality within SAC river
catchments. We therefore advise you to consider whether the proposals, as submitted,
would increase the volume of foul discharge from the site in planning terms.

Croesewir gohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a'r Saesneg
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https://naturalresources.wales/guidance-and-advice/business-sectors/planning-and-development/our-role-in-planning-and-development/advice-to-planning-authorities-for-planning-applications-affecting-phosphorus-sensitive-river-special-areas-of-conservation/?lang=en

We note from the information submitted that the development has the potential to increase
the amount of phosphorus being discharged from the site. As such, we refer you to our
Planning Advice and advise you to seek further information from the applicant. We note that
information has already been submitted in respect of proposing to discharge foul drainage
to the mains public sewer. However, we advise you to seek further information as identified
in the section titled ‘What does this mean for development proposals involving connection
to public wastewater treatment works’ of that advice.

Should you conclude that the proposed development is likely to have a significant effect on
the SAC, please consult us on your Appropriate Assessment under Regulation 63 of the
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended).

Protected Species

We note that the ecological report submitted in support of the above application (Etive
Ecology Ltd, February 2022. Preliminary Ecological Appraisal; Land At Berse Road,
Wrexham) has characterised the site as being low in bat roosting potential. From the
information submitted, we consider that the proposed development represents a lower risk
for bats, as defined in our guidance document ‘Natural Resources Wales Approach to Bats
and Planning (2015)’. Bats and their breeding and resting places are protected under the
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017.

As this is a lower risk case for bats, we consider that the development is not likely to be
detrimental to the maintenance of the population of the species concerned at a favourable
conservation status in its natural range.

Furthermore, we advise that the proposed development is not likely to harm or disturb the
bats or their breeding sites and resting places at this site, provided the avoidance measures
described in the bat report are implemented.

The report must be included in the ‘approved list of plans / documents’ condition within the
decision notice should consent for the project be granted.

Please consult us again if any further information shows that this is no longer a lower risk
case.

Flood Risk

Our Flood Risk Map confirms the site includes a small area of Zone B of the Development
Advice Map (DAM) contained in Technical Advice Note (TAN) 15: Development and Flood
Risk (2004). The Flood Map for Planning (FMfP) confirms the site includes a small area of
Flood Zone 3. As confirmed in the letter from Welsh Government dated 15 December 2021,
the FMfP represents better and more up-to-date information on areas at flood risk than the
DAM.
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https://gov.wales/technical-advice-note-tan-15-development-flooding-and-coastal-erosion

Given the limited extent of flood risk and the location of flood risk shown to be affecting the
application site we consider the proposals could be acceptable, subject to the developer
being made aware of the potential flood risks to these areas.

Historic Landfill

According to our records the proposed development site is located near to land that is, or
has been, used for the deposition of waste material. We would therefore advise you to
consult with the local authority's Environmental Health and Building Control Departments,
as they may hold detailed records, and may wish to make appropriate recommendations in
respect of landfill gas investigation/remedial work. The developers should be made aware
of the existence of the landfill site(s) so that they can decide whether or not to make their
own investigations into the presence of landfill gas. It should also be noted that Waste
Management Paper 27 states "It has been found that many sites which have taken only
supposedly 'inert' waste have produced gas".

Lead Local Flood Authority

Any works affecting an ordinary watercourse may require an Ordinary Watercourse Consent
from the relevant Lead Local Flood Authority, or a Land Drainage Consent if situated within
an Internal Drainage District.

Pollution Prevention

During the construction phase you should take any precaution to prevent contamination of
surface water drains and local watercourses. Oils and chemicals should be stored in bunded
areas and spill kits should be readily available in case of accidental spillages.

For further guidance please refer to GPP 5 and PPG 6 at the following link:

Guidance for Pollution Prevention (GPP) documents | NetRegs | Environmental guidance
for your business in Northern Ireland & Scotland

Other Matters

Our comments above only relate specifically to matters included on our checklist,
Development Planning Advisory Service: Consultation Topics (September 2018), which is
published on our website. We have not considered potential effects on other matters and do
not rule out the potential for the proposed development to affect other interests.

We advise the applicant that, in addition to planning permission, it is their responsibility to
ensure they secure all other permits/consents/licences relevant to their
development. Please refer to our website for further details.

If you have any queries on the above, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yn gywir / Yours faithfully
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https://www.netregs.org.uk/environmental-topics/guidance-for-pollution-prevention-gpp-documents/#:~:text=Guidance%20for%20Pollution%20Prevention%22%20(GPPs,Ireland%2C%20Scotland%20and%20Wales%20only.
https://www.netregs.org.uk/environmental-topics/guidance-for-pollution-prevention-gpp-documents/#:~:text=Guidance%20for%20Pollution%20Prevention%22%20(GPPs,Ireland%2C%20Scotland%20and%20Wales%20only.
https://cdn.naturalresources.wales/media/686847/dpas-consultation-topics-august-2018-eng.pdf?mode=pad&rnd=131909112110000000
http://naturalresources.wales/permits-and-permissions/?lang=en

Rachael Burke
Cynghorydd - Cynllunio Datblygu / Advisor - Development Planning
Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales
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