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SECTION 1.0
INTRODUCTION

I.I AUTHORSHIP

This document has been prepared by Purcell, a firm of
conservation architects and heritage consultants, specialising in the
conservation of the historic environment. Specifically, it has been
prepared by Mark Clifford (Bsc. (Hons), MA, IHBC).

1.2 AIM OF THIS REPORT

This report is intended as an addendum and in support of the
existing conservation plan (2005). It provides a review and update
on significance, local and national planning policy and an update to
the conservation framework.

SITE PLAN
— Site Boundary

This plan is not to scale
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For a detailed historic background to the building see the conservation
plan dated 2005

The majority of what are now known as the County Buildings were
built as a depot for Denbighshire Militia in 1857. In 1879 the militia
moved to a new barracks at Hightown, Wrexham and the building
was converted to a county court and a police station. A second
court and new entrances were added in 1896.

The police moved to a new Divisional Headquarters at Bodhyfryd
in 1976 and the Magistrates court was moved to new premises

at Bodhyfryd in 1977. The County Buildings were then used by
Wrexham Citizens Advice Bureau and subsequently taken over by
Aston College Art Department.

In 1995 Wrexham Maelor Borough Council took over the building
and in 1996 the Wrexham County Borough Museum was opened.
Subsequently the building has undergone a programme of repair
and in 1997 the satellite building was added to the Museum
partially funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

(I) 1833

Plan of Wrexham by John Wood showing the area where
Wrexham Barracks were subsequently built belonging to Sir
WW.Wynn Bart. Regent Street is not shown and was described
as the ‘road from Mold'. The town was populated by 5,500
people at this time.

O 1852

The Militia Act came into force with improvements to
conditions of service including voluntary recruitment, a cash
bounty for a five year contract and 2| days training a year.

O 1854

Michaelmas Quarter Sessions for the County of Denbigh
record notice from Robert Myddelton Biddulph Esquire, Lord
Lieutenant of the County and Colonel Commandant of the
Militia stating plans for new barracks to be submitted to the
Clerk of the Peace. Land was purchased adjacent to Regent
Street from Thomas Bury. The plans were drawn up by
Thomas Penson, the County Surveyor of Denbighshire
(QSD/SR/562).The schedule of works and materials brief for
the building are very detailed covering the exact timbers, tiling,
(O brickworks and paintwork used for doors, panelling and floors.

1855
Artillery Barracks built at Ipswich to fortified plan by R M
(O Phipson- lllustrated London News 17.2.1855

1855

Contract signed 3rd September between Joseph Peers, Clerk
of the Peace for the County of Denbighshire and builders

(O Ebenezer Thomas and John Thomas (QSD/AM/3).
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(I) 1856

140 troops from Wrexham deployed in quelling rioting miners
from Wrexham area.

1857

Wrexham and Denbighshire Advertiser |3th June, reported
that the new Militia Barracks was almost complete. The building,
constructed in Cefn Mawr sandstone, had the appearance of a
fort. The towers at each corner, proposed bullet proof shutters
and moat (not executed) give some indication of the desire

for the building to appear commanding, given nervousness

() regarding the war with Russia, political insurgency from the
Chartists aims for ‘one man one vote' and industrial unrest

at local collieries. The forecourt was also used by the
Denbighshire Militia band as a venue for public entertainment.
The Denbighshire Yeomanry Cavalry used one of the towers
as a store.

1857

A canon from Russia was presented to Wrexham by the
Secretary of State for War to commemorate those who
fought in the Crimean War (although residents had to fund
transportation from Woolwich Arsenal to Wrexham).

O 1857

St. Mary’s Cathedral, The Cathedral Church of Our Lady of
Sorrows was built as a Parish Church adjacent to the site of
Wrexham Militia Depot. The church was founded by Richard
(O Thompson and built by Edward Welby Pugin the son of the
celebrated architect Augustus Welby Pugin.
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(I) 1863 (I) 1877

(I) court and new public entrances. This changed the north facade

The canon was fired to salute the marriage of Prince Edward
(King Edward VII).The earliest photograph of the building shows
it decorated to mark the wedding of Prince Edward to Princess
Alexandra - the full details are provided in the Wrexham
Advertiser.

1868
Wrexham granted its own Commission of the Peace

1873

OS 25" scale In contrast to the fields shown on Woods plan,
‘Regent Street' is shown with buildings on either side. The Militia
Barracks stand adjacent to St. Mary's R.C. Chapel and almost
opposite ‘King Street’, a residential road. Gardens lie across the
side street east of the barracks.

1874

The 50" scale edition of the OS shows greater detail of the
barrack layout. The entrance from Regent Street is at an angle
with the wall angled in towards the gates.The barracks are
divided into Sergeant Major's quarter and Sergeant’s Quarters
on the west wing, a store and general room in the central wing,
Orderly Room, cells and Quarter Master Sergeant’s Quarters in
the east wing. A second entrance to the barracks is located at
the south end of the east boundary. A number of small service
buildings range along the south boundary wall.

1876
Wrexham Art and Industry Exhibition. At the time of the
exhibition there were many thriving industries in the town

) including, machinery manufacturers, leather works and tanneries.

The Militia were moved to new barracks in Wrexham at
Hightown where they joined the Royal Welch Fusiliers. The
old barracks were converted for the Court of Petty Sessions
and Police Headquarters and renamed County Buildings. The
buildings also provided accommodation for married police
officers and families.

1879

First session of the Magistrates Court was held in January.
Complaints are made concerning the coldness and drafts in
the court room from the very start. Reports in the Wrexham
Advertiser.

1882

The miners in Moss Valley went on strike. The Police Constables
were issued with cutlasses and eventually the militia were
drafted in to help.The surviving cutlasses of the Denbighshire
Constabulary are in the museum collection.

1885
The cannon was removed to Hightown Depot. (It was evidently
returned as post 1896 photographs reveal it in-situ).

1885

The Tithe Wars took place when the Church of England caused
great anger when they forced sales of farm goods belonging to
non-conformists who objected to paying taxes to the Church.

1897
Proposal to demolish the County Building prior to building new
Guildhall. Instead alterations were made including a second
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of the building considerably as the pair of towers were removed
and the east wing was added. The exercise yard dates from this
period. The sycamore tree on St Mark's Road adjacent to the
exercise wall was a specific requirement of Sir Watkin Williams
Wynn.

1899

The barracks had undergone alterations by this time and were
called ‘County Buildings’. Both turrets at the north end are
squared off. The survey shows an extension to the north end
of the east wing that abuts the east boundary wall. A smaller
extension is shown west of the west wing. The inner court of
the barracks is enclosed at the south end by new structure
which links the east and west wing. The inner court has a wall
forming a corridor along the north and east sides. The service
buildings along the south wall are also linked by a new structure
which extends north towards the barrack complex. Walls are
also shown linking the south west of the barracks to the service
buildings and the east of the complex to the boundary wall.

1900
The population of Wrexham was over 15,000.

1912

The survey shows the introduction of a small structure linking
the south-east turret to the boundary wall. Church House was
built across the road to the east of the County Buildings.

1914
Upon the outbreak of the First World War the forecourt of
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(I) c.1978 (I) 2005

(]) the County Buildings was used for military parades. All appeals

against the decisions of the Military Tribunals of the Borough
and Rural District of Wrexham were held at County Buildings
(1916-18).

1937

The site has changed little since 1912 except from the addition
of two small buildings in the north west corner of the
courtyard. Coroner’s inquests into the deaths of the 266
men killed in the Gresford Colliery Disaster (22.9.1934) finally
held at County Buildings. Also the trial of the management for
criminal negligence was heard at County Buildings attracting
nationwide attention.

1940

A two story flat roofed building was added to the rear of the
building to accommodate an ARP store. After the war the
extension was divided for use by the CID and police garage
facilities. This was demolished in 1997.

1960

The last resident, the Bridewell Sergeant, moved out of County
Buildings. The OS shows changes to the footprint of the
buildings. A structure has been introduced between the service
buildings and the main County Building. Two small buildings have
been added to the west corner of the courtyard.

1976
The police moved to the new Police Divisional Headquarters at
Bodhyfryd.

1977
The Magistrates court was moved to new Magistrates Courts at
Bodhyfryd.

The County Buildings were used by Wrexham Citizens Advice
Bureau and subsequently taken over by Aston College Art
Department. The Art College enclosed the central courtyard
to create a gallery space with the canteen facility and associated
kitchen installed in Gallery 3 and Exhibition prep.The art college
also installed an additional staircase on the south side of the
building, which was removed in 2010 (the site of the toilets on
the two floors).

1995
Wrexham Maelor Borough Council took over the County
Buildings.

1996
Wrexham County Borough Museum was opened at the County
Buildings on 30th September.

1997
The Satellite building was added to the Museum partly funded
by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

1998
Opening of the Satellite extension

2001/02
Replacement of roof slates across County Buildings

2002-3
Conversion of disused south-west corner rooms ground floor

to host Local Studies library. Modernisation of temporary gallery
and conversion of disused canteen into exhibition prep space.
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Additional security measures to the building’s windows to meet
National Security Advisor's recommendations prior to hosting
the Mold Cape loan, courtesy of the British Museum.

2010-11

Museum Makeover ground floor and glazed extension. Removal
of former police station toilets and internal panelling on first
floor.

2017

Installation of new seating, interpretation/exhibition stands,
Brymbo Man sculpture and Acton Dog sculpture on museum
forecourt, funded by the Landfill Tax.
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Significance can be defined as the value of a heritage asset to

this and future generations because of its heritage interest. The
objective of understanding the heritage values of an historic

asset and assessing its significance is to enable an authoritative
statement of significance to be made, and allow for the effects of
proposed changes to be evaluated. This demands the application
of a systematic and consistent process, which is appropriate and
proportionate in scope and depth to the decision to be made, or
the purpose of the assessment. English Heritage's Conservation
Principles, Policies and Guidance (2008) described in detail the
family of heritage values and provides an extended explanation on
assessing heritage significance. Cadw sees no reason to differ from
this set of heritage values. The following provides a summary of
these values and on managing change to historic assets.

Evidential value

This derives from those elements of an historic asset that can
provide evidence about past human activity, including its physical
remains or historic fabric. These may be visible and relatively easy
to assess, or they may be buried below ground, under water or be
hidden by later fabric. These remains provide the primary evidence
for when and how an historic asset was made or built, what it was
used for and how it has changed over time. The unrecorded loss of
historic fabric represents the destruction of the primary evidence.
Additional evidential values can be gained from documentary
sources, pictorial records and archaeological archives or museum
collections. To assess the significance of this aspect of an asset, all
this evidence needs to be gathered in a systematic way and any
gaps in the evidence identified.

Historical value

An historic asset might illustrate a particular aspect of past life

or it might be associated with a notable family, person, event or
movement. These illustrative or associative values of an historic
asset may be less tangible than its evidential value but will often
connect past people, events and aspects of life with the present.
Of course the functions of an historic asset are likely to change
over time and so the full range of changing historical values might
not become clear until all the evidential values have been gathered
together. Historical values are not so easily diminished by change as
evidential values and are harmed only to the extent that adaptation
has obliterated them or concealed them.

Aesthetic value

This derives from the way in which people draw sensory and
intellectual stimulation from an historic asset. This might include
the form of an historic asset, its external appearance and how it
lies within its setting. It can be the result of conscious design or it
might be a seemingly fortuitous outcome of the way in which an
historic asset has evolved and been used over time, or it may be a
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combination of both. The form of an asset normally changes over
time. Sometimes earlier pictorial records and written descriptions
will be more powerful in many people’s minds than what survives
today. Some important viewpoints may be lost or screened, or
access to them may be temporarily denied. To assess this aspect
of an asset, again the evidence of the present and past form must
be gathered systematically. This needs to be complemented by a
thorough appreciation on site of the external appearance of an
asset in its setting. Inevitably understanding the aesthetic value

of an historic asset will be more subjective than the study of its
evidential and historical values. Much of it will involve trying to
express the aesthetic qualities or the relative value of different
parts of its form or design. It is important to seek the views of
others with a knowledge and appreciation of the historic asset on
what they consider to be the significant aesthetic values.

Communal value

This derives from the meanings that an historic asset has for the
people who relate to it, or for whom it figures in their collective
experience or memory. It is closely linked to historical and
aesthetic values but tends to have additional or specific aspects.
Communal value might be commemorative or symbolic. For
example, people might draw part of their identity or collective
memory from an historic asset, or have emotional links to it. Such
values often change over time and they may be important for
remembering both positive and uncomfortable events, attitudes
or periods in Wales's history. Historic assets can also have social
value, acting as a source of social interaction, distinctiveness or
coherence; economic value, providing a valuable source of income
or employment; or they may have spiritual value, emanating from
religious beliefs or modern perceptions of the spirit of a place.
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The levels of relative significance used to inform the assessment of
significance in this heritage statement are as follows:

Building Description ‘ Stakeholder Engagement

Developed Proposals

Very High Significance

Attributable to those themes, features, buildings or spaces
which are the most valuable. These elements are considered
to be essential to the understanding and appreciation of

the place and are contributors to its overall character and
setting, as well as its local, regional, national and international
importance. Large scale alteration, removal or demolition
should be strongly resisted.

High Significance

Attributable to a theme, feature, building or space which
is has a high cultural value and forms an essential part of
understanding the historic value of the site, while greatly
contributing towards its character and setting, as well as
its local, regional and national importance. Large scale
alteration, removal or demolition should be strongly
resisted.

Medium Significance

Attributable to a theme, feature, building or space which has
some cultural importance and helps define the character
and appearance of the site. These features are generally

of local or regional value. Efforts should be made to retain
features of this level if possible, though a greater degree of
flexibility in terms of alteration would be possible.
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Low Significance

Attributable to themes, features, buildings or spaces which
have minor cultural importance and which might contribute
to the character or appearance of the site. These features
are generally of local value. A greater degree of alteration or
removal would be possible than for items of high or medium
significance, though a low value does not necessarily mean a
feature is expendable.

Neutral Significance

Themes, spaces, buildings or features which have little or no
cultural value and neither contribute to nor detract from the
character or appearance of the site. Considerable alteration
or change is likely to be possible.

Intrusive Significance

Themes, features or spaces which actually detract from the
values of the site and its character and appearance. Efforts
should be made to remove these features. The significance
plans provide a level of significance for both the physical
fabric and the spatial characteristics of internal areas.
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3.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wrexham County Borough Museum is a fine example of an increasingly rare building type
being an 1850’s militia barracks following the act of 1853. The equivalent militia depot for the Royal
Flintshire Millitia in Flint was demolished. Although significantly altered in later periods, the basic
plan of the 1850s barracks remains legible making the building of national importance as an example
of its type. The period of construction also links the building to wider British military history and to
the design of military architecture, upon which the influence of early barracks buildings such as these
must not be underestimated. The militia themselves also have notable historical value having been
used to quell riots and insurgence across Wales.

The buildings second use as Magistrate's Courts alters the layout and exterior design of the building
as a fortified keep removing the two front turrets and building extensions that slightly unbalances the
architectural design although these early alterations are themselves of high significance. Although

a 19th century magistrates court is worthy of retention and is of national interest in its own right,
giving the building further strong historical connections as the centre of the judicial system for the
wider area. The retention, largely intact of the alterations and many of the fittings, albeit in storage,
mean this is an interesting and relatively complete example of a provincial court.

Regent Street is one of the primary arterial routes into the town and the Museum, in conjunction
with the adjacent cathedral and neo-classical infirmary, defines the approach to the town.
Architecturally the building forms a strong addition to the streetscape of Wrexham in a prominent
location in the town and an important group value comprising: the neighbouring Church of St
Mary (grade Il); the church boundary walls (grade Il); the presbytery (grade Il); numbers |,3 and

5, 56, 58 and 60 Regent Street, King Street (grade I); and number 2 Grosvenor Road (grade Il) all
contributing to the combined setting. The main fagade reads as an example of [9th century gothic
with its turrets and castellations all surrounded by the stone boundary wall and it is an important
contributor to the Grosvenor Road Conservation Area. It is one of the three surviving buildings of
the mid-19th century ‘west end’ of Wrexham when the town expanded westwards.

The building is a fascinating blend of picturesque intent, pragmatic spatial planning, military
functionality, and the contrast of this functionality with the later court alterations. Influences vary
from the Tudor houses of the |6th century to the early pioneers of the picturesque such as Miller
through to more contemporary influences from Salvin and the other ‘barrack builders’ of the period.

The building is well known locally, often referred to as the police station. It has played a significant
role in the local community both in this role and subsequently as the Aston College Art
Department. The use of the building as the Wrexham County Borough Museum can both draw
upon and enhance this familiarity with the people and communities of Wrexham. In a town where
many historic buildings have been demolished including the adjacent Church House, St Mary's
Church and Imperial Hotel, the surviving buildings have taken on an even more important role.

Good records survive for the building including floor plans by the architect, Thomas Penson. Penson
was a prominent architect with several notable projects in Wales, he was the county surveyor of
Denbighshire and Montgomeryshire and was an innovative architect and designer of several masonry
arch bridges over the River Severn and elsewhere. Thomas Penson designed the following buildings
in Wrexham: Butchers' Market hall on High Street (1847, extant); and the British School, Brook
Street (1844, demolished recently). Penson’s involvement adds further historical interest to the
building.

The Museum has demonstrable importance nationally (in a British as opposed to purely Welsh
context) as a key example of the development of a system of barracks for militiamen. The
significance of the building in a Welsh context is further enhanced by its second incarnation as courts
and a police station, a task it undertook for almost 100 years.

The building is of high significance.
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4.1 PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT (1990) AND THE
ENTERPRISE AND REGULATORY REFORM ACT (2013)
Listed Buildings are designated under the Planning (Listed Buildings
and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 for their special architectural
or historic interest. Conservation Areas are also protected under
Section 69 of the same act. In 2013 the government abolished the
requirement for Conservation Area Consent under the Enterprise
and Regulatory Reform Act 2013. This has been replaced with a
requirement for planning permission for demolition of a building in
a Conservation Area.

4.2 NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY

The Welsh Government's planning Policy is set out in the
document ‘Planning Policy Wales: Edition |1, February 2021". Chapter
6 sets out the planning policy in relation to heritage assets with the
following key paragraphs —

6.1.5 The planning system must take into account the Welsh
Government's objectives to protect, conserve, promote and enhance
the historic environment as a resource for the general well-being of
present and future generations. The historic environment is a finite,
non-renewable and shared resource and a vital and integral part of the
historical and cultural identity of Wales.

6.1.10 There should be a general presumption in favour of the
preservation or enhancement of a listed building and its setting,

which might extend beyond its curtilage. For any development
proposal affecting a listed building or its setting, the primary material
consideration is the statutory requirement to have special regard to
the desirability of preserving the building, its setting or any features of
special architectural or historic interest which it possesses.

6.1.11 For listed buildings, the aim should be to find the best way
to protect and enhance their special qudlities, retaining them in

sustainable use. The continuation or reinstatement of the original use
should generally be the first option, but not all original uses will now be
viable or appropriate. The application of planning and listed building
controls should recognise the need for flexibility where new uses have
to be considered in order to secure a building’s survival or provide it
with a sound economic future.

6.1.12 The demolition of any listed building should be considered as
exceptional and require the strongest justification.

6.1.13 Applicants for listed building consent must be able to justify their
proposals, show why the alteration or demolition of a listed building is
desirable or necessary and consider the impact of any change upon

its significance. This must be included in a heritage impact statement,
which will be proportionate both to the significance of the building and
to the degree of change proposed.

4.3 LOCAL PLANNING POLICY

The local planning policy is presented within the Wrexham Unitary
Development Plan(1996-201 ) and the updated Wrexham Local
Development Plan 2 (LDP2) 2013 to 2028.

Policy EC7 Within, and in close proximity to, conservation areas, the
priority will be to preserve and/ or enhance those buildings, structures,
streets, trees, open spaces, archaeological remains, views, and other
elements which contribute to the unique character of the area.

New buildings and alterations or additions to existing buildings in
conservation areas, whether listed as of special architectural or historic
interest or not, must reflect the design and character of the area as a
whole and the form, scale, detailing and materials of existing buildings.

Policy EC9 Alterations or additions to, and development or
redevelopment within the curtilage of, buildings or structures listed as
of special architectural or historic interest must respect the setting and
character of the listed buildings or structures.
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This section explains what is happening to the heritage of
Wrexham Museum, how it might be vulnerable and what the
potential threats are to its long-term survival. Each area of
identified risk and opportunity is discussed over the following

pages.

Collectively, the policies formed within these documents are
intended to guide the on-going management, conservation and use
of the site. They are not project specific and should be reviewed
quinquennially, in line with the condition survey, or following any
major change.

The framework is not intended to be a rigid and impractical set of
rules, but will ensure that change is appropriately managed, both in
the immediate and long-term future.

5.1 THE CONSERVATION PHILOSOPHY FOR MANAGING
CHANGE AT WREXHAM MUSEUM

Conservation relates both to built fabric and the significances
linked to and associated with this. Conservation is defined as the
process of maintaining and managing change to a heritage asset in
a way that sustains and where appropriate, enhances significance®’.
As such, it is a positive process as it recognises the balance
between retaining significance and the necessity for heritage assets
to evolve over time.

Of utmost importance to the conservation of heritage assets is
the understanding, retention and enhancement of significance;
significance lies at the heart of every conservation action”. An
informed conservation approach is to ensure significance is valued
and incorporated into any changes in a way that allows the building
to work sustainably in terms of performance but also responds to
the evolving needs of users.

0l Historic England website: Heritage Conservation Defined
02 Clark K (2001) Informed Conservation

To adhere to the philosophy and principles set out in this
Conservation Management Plan, it will be important to follow the
practical policies and actions when proposing any kind of change
and at any scale — whether to improve the overall performance of
the building or carry out conservation repairs.

5.1.1 Guiding philosophy for change
*  All change will be grounded in a robust understanding of the
significance of the building.

*  The impact of proposed change will be assessed to
understand the benefits or harm to significance.

*  Changes that impact on heritage significance will be weighed
against the need to sustain the current use of the site as a
museum.

*  The level of intervention to historic fabric will take into
account environmental conditions, the condition of built fabric,
artistic/decorative intent and the risk of mechanical damage.

*  The choice of repair, restoration, reinstatement or new
design will be made on a case-by-case basis, dependent on
the available evidence, function of the component and its
significance.

*  All change should respond to a clear understanding of the
issues and lessons learnt from previous conservation at
Wrexham Museum or sites with similar experiences, using
tried and tested methods.

*  Decisions taken on an individual component must also have

consideration for the building as a whole and the cumulative
impact of change.
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5.2 ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

The management of future change at Wrexham Museum will be
informed by a clear baseline of understanding of its significance and
the impact proposals may have on this. This methodology will be
employed for all decision-making, from the restoration of features
to improving visitor access. Following conservation best practice in
this regard will enhance significance and future sustainability.

The original fabric relating to the militia barracks and the 19th
century courts are all of high significance with lower capacity for
change. The later fabric is either of medium, low or intrusive
significance and has a higher capacity for change.

Policies

0l The management of change at Wrexham Museum will
be informed by a clear baseline of understanding of its
significance and the impact proposals may have on this.

02 Works likely to affect the fabric and significance of the
museum will be undertaken in accordance with the
appropriate guidance and policies.

03 This Conservation Plan will be used as the basis for long-term
conservation, management and development decisions.

Executive Summary
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5.3 PRESERVING AND ENHANCING SETTING

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) details the
requirement to describe the significance of any heritage assets
including any contribution made by their setting. ‘Elements of

a setting may make a positive or negative contribution to the
significance of an asset and may affect the ability to appreciate that
significance or may be neutral.

The significance of a heritage asset derives not only from its
physical presence and historic fabric but also from its setting — the
surroundings in which it is experienced. The careful management of
change within the surroundings of heritage assets therefore makes
an important contribution to the quality of the places in which we
live.

The setting of the site incorporates several elements that are
outside of the museum’s control. Whilst the removal of the
multi-storey car park to the rear is unlikely to occur in the short to
medium term its removal would significantly improve the setting of
the site.

The front courtyard is currently underused and a somewhat
uninspiring space. The space could benefit from more appropriate
surfacing and public realm and a reduction in clutter as this is the
primary key view of the building. The lighting in the forecourt is
also broken and needs replacement. Alternative uses for the space
could include seating areas for visitors, a green space or an area for
high quality public art relating to the museum, however, care will
need to be taken that the area does not become cluttered.

The entrance porch does detract from the appearance of the
building and is an intrusive feature. In the long term it's removal or
replacement with an alternative that doesn't mask the main facade
of the building and reveals more of the archways behind should be
considered, however, the porch is still used by the museum as an

Building Description ‘

Stakeholder Engagement

important entrance for a site that is heavily constrained by its small 07
footprint and any proposal will likely be consider intrusive due to its
prominent location. Removing this feature would require extensive
reconfiguration of the site and would lose valuable floorspace.

Having a welcoming visitor entrance at the front of the site without
harming the main facade will be a continuing challenge for the

site. In the short-term, ensuring the blinds work to reduce solar

glare and increased maintenance and cleaning will improve the
appearance of this feature.

The rear extension is also an intrusive addition to the building,
built in a style and materials that does not pay reference to the
host building and in the long term its replacement or removal
could be considered. Although it should be acknowledged it is at
the rear of the site in a context of the multi-storey car park that
dramatically alters the setting of the site and the building provides
valuable ‘modern’ space for the constrained site. The museum
could consider alternative surface treatment, cladding or painting
the pebbledash render to blend with the local stone of the host
building.

Policies

04 Ensure the setting of the site is maintained and enhanced and
contribute to the wider masterplan for the town where there
are opportunities to influence factors outside the museum'’s
control.

05 In the medium term seek opportunities to enhance the
courtyard space with new uses and surfacing.

06 Replace the failed lighting in the forecourt and consider
alternative surface treatments.

Developed Proposals

Heritage Impact Assessment

The glazed entrance and rear extension are both detrimental
to significance but both are important parts of the museum
experience that would severely reduce the offer of the site

if removed. Consider surface treatments for the satellite
building and enhanced maintenance and cleaning of the glazed
entrance.

The intrusive rear extension that would benefit from new surface treatment
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5.4 MAXIMISING USABLE SPACE Policies
The location of the Museum on a relatively small plot in the centre 08 In the short term the museum should seek to rationalise
of the town will constrain the space available for redevelopment storage, remove clutter and unwanted items and store some
and extension. This and planning considerations will limit the space collections in off-site storage to maximise the usable footprint
available for expansion to alter or accommodate additional facilities. of the building
At present much of the floorspace of the building is under-used or 09 Rationalisation of office spaces into one area of the building
used as back of house offices and storage. The visitor journey at may help with collaborative working and creating more usable
present sees only a small portion of the building and the exhibition space.
is largely contained in the areas of the site with no significance
and higher significance spaces are behind the scenes. At present |0 The high significance spaces such as the hall at first floor,
the majority of the first floor is used as storage or collections should be made more accessible to the general public through
stores. A rationalisation of storage is required in the short term either use as events or exhibition space.

and a consideration of how the museum and archives can function
retaining a smaller number of collections stores and making use of
off-site storage elsewhere. The main hall on the upper floor is one
of the most impressive spaces on site which could benefit from a

variety of uses but it is currently filled with stored items. A high significance space that is currently under-utilised and filled with storage

The staircases between floors comprising the former court
entrances are also impressive spaces with glazed brick walls and a
decorative wooden screen in one location. Ideally these should

be incorporated into the visitor route to access the upper floor, as
they are currently only used for staff access. Schools and visitors
use the main stairwell with the glazed screen landing. However, the
other stairwells are only used as fire escapes. Each stairwell has
suffered degradation through poorly executed intervention, not
least the main stairwell in 2010.

Staff offices also comprise a significant portion of the floorspace
and they are spread across the building in a variety of locations.
Whilst not harmful in itself, if the offices could be rationalised and
incorporated into one area of the site it may help free space for
public use and also help with collaborative working.

The decorative screen at the top of one staircase, currently not on a visitor route
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5.5 HISTORY OF THE SITE

At present the history of the site and the building is not well
presented by the museum and is not easily understood by

the visitor due to the areas of the building accessed generally
comprising the modern courtyard building. The site is arguably
one of the most significant buildings in Wrexham, it is of national
significance and more should be made of this as part of the visitor
experience. Incorporating more historic and significant parts of
the site into the visitor route and interpreting features should

be considered. The building has a good record of its alterations
throughout the 19th and 20th century with surviving architect’s
drawings which can also help visitors to understand and interpret
the historic fabric and phases of the site.

Explaining how the site functioned as both a court and a militia
barracks and how this is evident in the remaining fabric all help to
explain the history of the building and the site to the visitor.

Policies
[l Seek creative and innovative ways to interpret the history of
the museum site

|2 Incorporate significant spaces with surviving historic fabric into
the visitor journey to interpret the museum to the visitor.

Historic image of the barracks c. 1860s
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5.6 CIRCULATION, ACCESS AND ENTRANCES Policies
The building’s original and developed design makes it difficult I3 Consider ways to improve access to and within the museum
for use as modern museum space as there are access issues site
throughout the site. The disabled parking bays to the side of the
site are often used by non-museum visitors and there is a general |4 Removing intrusive subdivisions on the first floor can help
lack of drop off points for taxis and coaches. Around the building alleviate congestion and access issues in some of the corridors
there are a number of steps and thresholds at first floor that inhibit
disabled access into many of the rooms although at present these I5  Investigate dropping off points in the locality e.g new transport
are not part of the visitor route and public areas have a decent hub planned for by the railway station, coach dropping off
level of disabled access. points in the town centre, potential to create drop off points

on St Mark’s Road.
The narrow corridors make access difficult or prohibitive for
wheelchairs and buggies into the education and events space with
a tight corner in particular which takes some manoeuvring to
allow wheelchair and pushchair access. Alternative routes could
be considered as part of the wider masterplan, however, it should
be noted that many of the corridors on the first floor are later
additions predominantly from |967, although some of the walls Several historic doorways such as this will be too narrow for use as an accessible entrance
will be earlier. Subdivisions from post-1967 are of no significance
and detrimental to significance and these could be removed
or amended to create better access and potentially enhance
significance.

In general the lift location at the rear of the site itself is problematic
as a wheelchair user requiring access to the upper floor must first
navigate through the gallery space and then the tight corridor.
Ideally the lift would be located closer to the entrance, moving this
could be an option, depending upon the impact and associated loss
of fabric.

The narrow corridors of the first floor partly created by 1967 subdivisions The disabled parking spaces to the side of the building
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The route for a wheelchair user to access the education space

CJ_
I=i= E»—u—q

Ground Floor Route Plan First Floor Route Plan
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5.7 CONDITION AND MAINTENANCE

While the general condition of the site buildings is fair and there
are no major areas of urgent repair identified at this stage, site
surveys indicates that parts of the site requires attention in the
short to medium term. Areas of the roof appear to show signs of
water ingress and damp which if left un-remedied will cause serious
long-term issues for the structure.

There are hidden valleys between the original building and
Courtroom 2 which is difficult to access for maintenance and

has vegetation growing in it, internal downpipes also leak and
overflow into the building. Across the building the historic metal
framed windows no longer open and are likely to require complete
overhaul. There is an opportunity to improve energy efficiency and
security for the site with an alternative replacement as long as the
existing style and materiality is respected.

There is no up-to-date condition survey for the site and
production of this will be a vital first step towards understanding
priorities for repair and renewal. It will also be important to have
a planned preventative maintenance plan for the site. With the
potential for climate change to bring more extreme and severe
weather events it is important that the museum has safe access to
the rainwater goods and roof for maintenance and that a planned
preventative maintenance plan is put in place and undertaken. It

is also possible that rainwater goods can no longer cope with the
levels of rainfall and it is recommended calculations are undertaken
to assess if any gutters or valleys require updating or widening.
Most of the services are at end of life and need replacement.
Consideration should be given to continuing with the use of major
service routes using areas where damage has already occurred and
routing through fabric of least significance.

Building Description ‘ Stakeholder Engagement Developed Proposals
Policies
|6 The built fabric will be conserved using the accepted

20

standards of conservation, involving the use of appropriate
materials and methods carefully selected to address specific
issues and contexts.

Quinquennial Inspections (condition survey) will be carried
out every five years.

Commit to a proactive cyclical maintenance regime carried
out by appropriately skilled operatives.

Ensure the maximum retention of surviving features of historic
interest throughout the site.

Undertake an assessment of the rainwater goods as to

whether they have the recommended capacity.
A blocked hopper head in the courtyard space

Leaking gutters causing water ingress

20
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5.8 ENSURING A HERITAGE APPROACH

Much heritage fabric has been lost across the interior of the
building and many spaces have lost features such as cornices,
skirting and historic doors that has harmed the overall significance
of the site. Surviving historic features therefore are important

to retain in the context of what has already been lost. Although
most exhibition space is located within the modern extension,
the stone arcade entrance of high significance has a large number
of exhibition panels and signage fixed directly to the stonework.
Not only does this clutter the space and hide heritage fabric, the
fixings cause permanent harm and are difficult to repair. In future
the museum should aim to not fix directly to heritage fabric such
as panelling, stonework and brickwork and find alternate locations
and approaches to display signage and exhibition material. Where
fixings are required into heritage fabric, this should re-use existing
holes where possible or drill into mortar joints.

A variety of signs fixed to the stonewall in the reception space

Policies
21 Ensure the maximum retention of surviving features of historic
interest throughout the site

22 Future displays and signage should aspire to not fix to heritage
fabric such as panelling, stonework and brickwork where
possible.

23 Consider sympathetic repairs to the historic fabric as there

are lots of places where unsympathetic repairs or non-repairs
impact on the overall impact of historic features

Features such as this timber panelling are limited across and are important for retention

21
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5.9 ADOPTION AND REVIEW

The significance of Wrexham Museum set out in this Conservation
Plan should be shared with a wide audience and the policies
contained within this framework will provide a baseline for
decision-making and consultation. This Conservation Plan should
be formally adopted to inform future management and change.

Policies
24 The Conservation Plan will be reviewed, finalised and formally
adopted by the museum.

25 Training will be provided to staff and volunteers on the
policies and conservation principles within the Conservation
Plan to ensure understanding and implications, across the

team.

26 The Conservation Plan will be reviewed and updated five-
yearly or following a major project.

22
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5.10 SUMMARY OF POLICIES

Ol

02

03

04

05

06

07

08

The management of change at Wrexham Museum will
be informed by a clear baseline of understanding of its
significance and the impact proposals may have on this.

Works likely to affect the fabric and significance of the
museum will be undertaken in accordance with the
appropriate guidance and policies.

This Conservation Plan will be used as the basis for long-term
conservation, management and development decisions.

Ensure the setting of the site is maintained and enhanced and
contribute to the wider masterplan for the town where there
are opportunities to influence factors outside the museum’s
control.

In the medium term seek opportunities to enhance the
courtyard space with new uses and surfacing.

Replace the failed lighting in the forecourt and consider
alternative surface treatments.

The glazed entrance and rear extension are both detrimental
to significance but both are important parts of the museum
experience that would severely reduce the offer of the site

if removed. Consider surface treatments for the satellite
building and enhanced maintenance and cleaning of the glazed
entrance

In the short term the museum should seek to rationalise
storage, remove clutter and unwanted items and store some
collections in off-site storage to maximise the usable footprint
of the building

Building Description ‘

09

Stakeholder Engagement

Rationalisation of office spaces into one area of the building
may help with collaborative working and creating more usable
space.

The high significance spaces such as the hall at first floor,
should be made more accessible to the general public through
either use as events or exhibition space.

Seek creative and innovative ways to interpret the history of
the museum site

Incorporate significant spaces with surviving historic fabric into
the visitor journey to interpret the museum to the visitor.

Consider ways to improve access to and within the museum
site

Removing intrusive subdivision on the first floor can help
alleviate congestion and access issues in some of the corridors

Investigate dropping off points in the locality e.g new transport
hub planned for by the railway station, coach dropping off
points in the town centre, potential to create drop off points
on St Mark’s Road.

The built fabric will be conserved using the accepted
standards of conservation, involving the use of appropriate
materials and methods carefully selected to address specific

issues and contexts.

Quinquennial Inspections (condition survey) will be carried
out every five years.

Commit to a proactive cyclical maintenance regime carried
out by appropriately skilled operatives.

23
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Ensure the maximum retention of surviving features of historic
interest throughout the site

Undertake an assessment of the rainwater goods as to
whether they have the recommended capacity

Ensure the maximum retention of surviving features of historic
interest throughout the site

Future displays and signage should aspire to not fix to heritage
fabric such as panelling, stonework and brickwork where
possible.

Consider sympathetic repairs to the historic fabric as there
are lots of places where unsympathetic repairs or non-repairs
impact on the overall impact of historic features

The Conservation Plan will be reviewed, finalised and formally
adopted by the museum.

Training will be provided to staff and volunteers on the
policies and conservation principles within the Conservation
Plan to ensure understanding and implications, across the
team.

The Conservation Plan will be reviewed and updated five-
yearly or following a major project.
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Summary of Issues and Opportunities
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GROUND FLOOR
ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES PLAN
Public realm with unfulfilled potential
Collection and offices take up large footprint of the
small site area.
72 Intrusive features z 7777
This plan is not to scale
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FIRST FLOOR

ISSUES & OPPORTUNITIES PLAN
Collection and offices take up large footprint of the
small site area.

Narrow corridor with pinch points

High significance space under-used
V2 Intrusive features

This plan is not to scale
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APPENDIX A
LISTING DESCRIPTION

a divisional police station and magistrates court, and extended in the 1890's. Latterly used as council offices and Art college
annexe.

Full Report for Listed Buildings & Cadw f’f

Exterior

Roughly coursed and squared stone with freestone dressings and steep slate roofs, with coped gables and axial and end
Summary Description of a Listed Buildings wall stacks with chamfered shafts. Tudor gothic style, a courtyard plan with 2 storey, 5-bay entrance front flanked by
advanced gabled ranges to either side. Central gable over main entrance in loggia (now glazed) comprising 5 bays of
chamfered depressed gothic arches sprung between dwarf buttresses. 4-light oriel window with leaded roof over entrance,

Reference Building Number  Grade Status Date of Date of flanked by 3-light windows each side, all with mullions and transoms. Lower gabled wings similarly detailed: the right hand
Number I Designated Designation Amendment gable is advanced from the main range and houses entrance to No 1 court in its own gabled rear wing. Left hand range
1800 15/06/1990 31/01/1994 clasps the outer angle of the main front, and has a further rear wing, parallel to the main range. Projecting stair tower to No.

2 court at angle of the 2 ranges: Chamfered buttressed tower, with deep moulded arched doorway, the staircase expressed
under a sloping, embattled roofline with stepped windows, to the left; the tower terminates in octagonal turret with miniature
Name of Property Address crenellations around slate spirelet with openwork crown and weather vane. Wide gabled returns each side, then rear wings

- and lower gabled rear cross range. Circular turrets at rear angles with window loops and conical roofs.
Former County Buildings

Location
Unitary Community Town Locality Easting Northing
Authority
Offa 333177 350434

Wrexham Interior

Street Side Location Original layout modified since 1980 by the enlargement of some rooms, the creation of circulation space, and the enclosing
of the courtyard.

S Occupying a large site between Saint Mark's Road and Saint Mary's Pro-

Cathedral on W side of town centre. Set to rear of extensive forecourt.
Reason for designation
Description

Broad Class Period

Civil Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings [ Records 1 of 1

History

Built as militia barracks 1857-8 to the designs of the younger Thomas Penson, architect and surveyor. Converted C1879 to

26
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SECTION 1.0
INTRODUCTION

I.1 PURPOSE, SCOPE AND AUTHORSHIP

This report has been prepared by Mark Clifford (IHBC), Senior
Heritage Consultant (Purcell) on behalf of Wrexham Museum to
provide an assessment of the significance of the Museum and the
impact of the proposed scheme.

.2 METHODOLOGY

There is a requirement for applicants to make an informed
assessment of heritage significance as part of a staged approach
to decision-making. As part of determination of applications for
planning and listed building consent, local authorities must also
identify and assess the effect on significance of any proposed
changes.

Beyond an updated map progression, there was no additional
research undertaken for the historic background of this study
with the relevant sections of the Conservation Plan for the site

summarised in this report.

A site visit was undertaken which included a visual inspection of
the interior and exterior of the building.

04
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SECTION 2.0
IDENTIFYING THE HERITAGE ASSETS

The Museum sits near the town centre of Wrexham with its main

elevation facing onto Regent'’s Street. St. Mark’s Road forms the A
side elevation with the rear of the building now the site of car

parking. The north-western boundary of the site borders St. Mark’s
Church.

The building sits within the Grosvenor Road Conservation Area
and outside the nearby Wrexham Town Centre Conservation
Area.

LOCATION PLAN
— Site Boundary

Grosvenor Road Conservation Area Boundary
® Grade Il Listed Building

This plan is not to scale ®
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2.1 THE COUNTY BUILDINGS
For a detailed historic background to the building see the conservation
plan dated 2005

The majority of what are now known as the County Buildings were
built as a depot for Denbighshire Militia in 1857. In 1879 the militia
moved to a new barracks at Hightown, Wrexham and the building
was converted to a county court and a police station. A second
court and new entrances were added in 1896.

The police moved to a new Divisional Headquarters at Bodhyfryd
in 1976 and the Magistrates court was moved to new premises

at Bodhyfryd in 1977. The County Buildings were then used by
Wrexham Citizens Advice Bureau and subsequently taken over by
Aston College Art Department.

In 1995 Wrexham Maelor Borough Council took over the building
and in 1996 the Wrexham County Borough Museum was opened.
Subsequently the building has undergone a programme of repair
and in 1997 the satellite building was added to the Museum
partially funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Building Description

Stakeholder Engagement

d) 1833

Plan of Wrexham by John Wood showing the area where
Wrexham Barracks were subsequently built belonging to
Sir WW. Wynn Bart. Regent Street is not shown and was
described as the ‘road from Mold'. The town was populated
by 5,500 people at this time.

O 1852

The Militia Act came into force with improvements to
conditions of service including voluntary recruitment, a cash
bounty for a five year contract and 2| days training a year.

O 1854

Michaelmas Quarter Sessions for the County of Denbigh
record notice from Robert Myddelton Biddulph Esquire, Lord
Lieutenant of the County and Colonel Commandant of the
Militia stating plans for new barracks to be submitted to the
Clerk of the Peace. Land was purchased adjacent to Regent
Street from Thomas Bury. The plans were drawn up by
Thomas Penson, the County Surveyor of Denbighshire
(QSD/SR/562). The schedule of works and materials brief for

O 1855
Artillery Barracks built at Ipswich to fortified plan by R M
Phipson- lllustrated London News 17.2.1855

O 1855

Contract signed 3rd September between Joseph Peers, Clerk
of the Peace for the County of Denbighshire and builders
Ebenezer Thomas and John Thomas (QSD/AM/3).
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the building are very detailed covering the exact timbers, tiling,
brickworks and paintwork used for doors, panelling and floors.

Heritage Impact Assessment

a) 1856

140 troops from Wrexham deployed in quelling rioting miners
from Wrexham area.

O 1857

Wrexham and Denbighshire Advertiser 13th June, reported
that the new Militia Barracks was almost complete. The
building, constructed in Cefn Mawr sandstone, had the
appearance of a fort. The towers at each corner, proposed
bullet proof shutters and moat (not executed) give

some indication of the desire for the building to appear
commanding, given nervousness regarding the war with
Russia, political insurgency from the Chartists aims for ‘one
man one vote and industrial unrest at local collieries. The
forecourt was also used by the Denbighshire Militia band as a
venue for public entertainment. The Denbighshire Yeomanry
Cavalry used one of the towers as a store.

O 1857

A canon from Russia was presented to Wrexham by the
Secretary of State for War to commemorate those who
fought in the Crimean War (although residents had to fund
transportation from Woolwich Arsenal to Wrexham).

O 1857

St. Mary's Cathedral, The Cathedral Church of Our Lady of
Sorrows was built as a Parish Church adjacent to the site of
Wrexham Militia Depot. The church was founded by Richard
Thompson and built by Edward Welby Pugin the son of the
celebrated architect Augustus Welby Pugin.
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e) 1863 e) 1877 8) 1897

The canon was fired to salute the marriage of Prince Edward
(King Edward VII). The earliest photograph of the building
shows it decorated to mark the wedding of Prince Edward
to Princess Alexandra - the full details are provided in the
Wrexham Advertiser.

1868
Wrexham granted its own Commission of the Peace

1873

OS 25" scale In contrast to the fields shown on Woods plan,
‘Regent Street’ is shown with buildings on either side. The
Militia Barracks stand adjacent to St. Mary's R.C. Chapel and
almost opposite ‘King Street, a residential road. Gardens lie
across the side street east of the barracks.

1874

The 50" scale edition of the OS shows greater detail of the
barrack layout. The entrance from Regent Street is at an angle
with the wall angled in towards the gates. The barracks are
divided into Sergeant Major’s quarter and Sergeant’s Quarters
on the west wing, a store and general room in the central
wing, Orderly Room, cells and Quarter Master Sergeant’s
Quarters in the east wing. A second entrance to the barracks
is located at the south end of the east boundary. A number of
small service buildings range along the south boundary wall.

1876

Wrexham Art and Industry Exhibition. At the time of the
exhibition there were many thriving industries in the town
including, machinery manufacturers, leather works and
tanneries.

The Militia were moved to new barracks in Wrexham at
Hightown where they joined the Royal Welch Fusiliers. The
old barracks were converted for the Court of Petty Sessions
and Police Headquarters and renamed County Buildings. The
buildings also provided accommodation for married police
officers and families.

1879

First session of the Magistrates Court was held in January.
Complaints are made concerning the coldness and drafts in
the court room from the very start. Reports in the Wrexham
Advertiser.

1882

The miners in Moss Valley went on strike. The Police
Constables were issued with cutlasses and eventually the
militia were drafted in to help. The surviving cutlasses of the
Denbighshire Constabulary are in the museum collection.

1885
The cannon was removed to Hightown Depot. (It was
evidently returned as post 1896 photographs reveal it in-situ).

1885

The Tithe Wars took place when the Church of England
caused great anger when they forced sales of farm goods
belonging to non-conformists who objected to paying taxes to
the Church.

07

154

Proposal to demolish the County Building prior to building
new Guildhall. Instead alterations were made including a
second court and new public entrances. This changed the
north facade of the building considerably as the pair of towers
were removed and the east wing was added. The exercise
yard dates from this period. The sycamore tree on St Mark’s
Road adjacent to the exercise wall was a specific requirement
of Sir Watkin Williams Wynn.

1899

The barracks had undergone alterations by this time and were
called ‘County Buildings. Both turrets at the north end are
squared off. The survey shows an extension to the north end
of the east wing that abuts the east boundary wall. A smaller
extension is shown west of the west wing. The inner court of
the barracks is enclosed at the south end by new structure
which links the east and west wing. The inner court has a
wall forming a corridor along the north and east sides. The
service buildings along the south wall are also linked by a new
structure which extends north towards the barrack complex.
Walls are also shown linking the south west of the barracks
to the service buildings and the east of the complex to the
boundary wall.

1900
The population of Wrexham was over 15,000.

1912

The survey shows the introduction of a small structure linking
the south-east turret to the boundary wall. Church House
was built across the road to the east of the County Buildings.
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8) 1914 e) 1977 8) 2002-3

Upon the outbreak of the First World War the forecourt of
the County Buildings was used for military parades. All appeals
against the decisions of the Military Tribunals of the Borough
and Rural District of Wrexham were held at County Buildings
(1916-18).

1937

The site has changed little since 1912 except from the
addition of two small buildings in the north west corner of
the courtyard. Coroner’s inquests into the deaths of the 266
men killed in the Gresford Colliery Disaster (22.9.1934) finally
held at County Buildings. Also the trial of the management for
criminal negligence was heard at County Buildings attracting
nationwide attention.

1940

A two story flat roofed building was added to the rear of the
building to accommodate an ARP store. After the war the
extension was divided for use by the CID and police garage
facilities. This was demolished in 1997.

1960

The last resident, the Bridewell Sergeant, moved out of
County Buildings. The OS shows changes to the footprint
of the buildings. A structure has been introduced between
the service buildings and the main County Building. Two
small buildings have been added to the west corner of the
courtyard.

1976
The police moved to the new Police Divisional Headquarters
at Bodhyfryd.

The Magistrates court was moved to new Magistrates Courts
at Bodhyfryd.

c.1978

The County Buildings were used by Wrexham Citizens Advice
Bureau and subsequently taken over by Aston College Art
Department. The Art College enclosed the central courtyard
to create a gallery space with the canteen facility and
associated kitchen installed in Gallery 3 and Exhibition prep.
The art college also installed an additional staircase on the
south side of the building, which was removed in 2010 (the
site of the toilets on the two floors).

1995
Wrexham Maelor Borough Council took over the County
Buildings.

1996
Wrexham County Borough Museum was opened at the
County Buildings on 30th September.

1997
The Satellite building was added to the Museum partly funded
by the Heritage Lottery Fund.

1998
Opening of the Satellite extension

2001/02
Replacement of roof slates across County Buildings

08
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Conversion of disused south-west corner rooms ground floor
to host Local Studies library. Modernisation of temporary
gallery and conversion of disused canteen into exhibition prep
space.

2005

Additional security measures to the building’s windows to
meet National Security Advisor's recommendations prior to
hosting the Mold Cape loan, courtesy of the British Museum.

2010-11

Museum Makeover ground floor and glazed extension.
Removal of former police station toilets and internal panelling
on first floor.

2017

Installation of new seating, interpretation/exhibition stands,
Brymbo Man sculpture and Acton Dog sculpture on museum
forecourt, funded by the Landfill Tax.
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2.2 ST. MARY’S CHURCH

Originally the Cathedral Church of Our Lady of Sorrows,
Wrexham, was a Roman Catholic parish church. It was built in
1857 to replace a chapel in King Street, which still stands. The new
church provided extra capacity, and was itself enlarged with the
addition of a cloister and side chapel in the mid-20th century.

The church was designed by 23-year-old Edward Welby Pugin,

son of the celebrated architect Augustus Welby Pugin. The design
was inspired by a |4th-century style. It was commissioned by
Richard Thompson (1799-1866) who, with his father and uncle, had
developed the local coal and iron industries in the [9th century. In
the cloister is a tomb with an effigy of Ellen Thompson, Richard'’s
wife, who died of cholera in 1852.

In 1898 the Diocese of Menevia, covering most of Wales, was
established, and St Mary’s became the pro-cathedral, later the
cathedral.

The site location in 1871

The chapel / transept to the east is a later addition of the early
20th century and it does not appear on the OS Map of 1909.

The site location in 1909

09
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SECTION 3.0
THE SITE DESCRIPTION AND SETTING

Both the church and the Museum are set back from the road and
when approaching the town along Regent’s Street heading south-
east the church dominates the streetscape due to its massing and
height. The church tower and spire are the tallest buildings in the
immediate setting. The church sits within the context of other
historic ancillary buildings of red brick, a churchyard along with a
stone boundary wall all contribute to the setting of the site. The
presbytery and the boundary wall are both separately listed at
Grade Il. The setting of the church has numerous mature trees
which screen part of the building.

STREETSCAPE PLAN
B Positive Contributor
B Neutral/Negative Contributor

This plan is not to scale
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3.1 WREXHAM MUSEUM
Amended from list description

The county buildings (Wrexham Museum) are set back from the
road with a large courtyard in front with a low stone boundary wall
around the Regent’s Street frontage. There is evidence on site that
this boundary wall has been lowered from its original height. The
courtyard has modern surface treatments with some small trees
added as landscaping.

Roughly coursed and squared stone with freestone dressings and
steep slate roofs, with coped gables and axial and end wall stacks
with chamfered shafts. Tudor gothic style, a courtyard plan with

2 storey, 5-bay entrance front flanked by advanced gabled ranges
to either side. Central gable over main entrance in loggia (now
glazed) comprising 5 bays of chamfered depressed gothic arches
sprung between dwarf buttresses. 4-light oriel window with leaded
roof over entrance, flanked by 3-light windows each side, all with
mullions and transoms. Lower gabled wings similarly detailed: the
right-hand gable is advanced from the main range and houses
entrance to No | court in its own gabled rear wing. Left hand
range clasps the outer angle of the main front, and has a further
rear wing, parallel to the main range. Projecting stair tower to No.
2 court at angle of the 2 ranges: Chamfered buttressed tower; with
deep moulded arched doorway, the staircase expressed under a
sloping, embattled roofline with stepped windows, to the left; the
tower terminates in octagonal turret with miniature crenelations
around slate spirelet with openwork crown and weathervane.
Wide gabled returns each side, then rear wings and lower gabled
rear cross range. Circular turrets at rear angles with window loops
and conical roofs.

Building Description Stakeholder Engagement

3.2 ROMAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF ST MARY
Amended from list description

Coursed and squared stone with slate roofs. Tower and spire to
(liturgical) SW, nave with 2 lean-to aisles, clerestory and lower
chancel. Additional aisle and side chapel to north. Late CI3 style.
West doorway in steep archway with shafts and hood mould,
flanked by steep pinnacled niches. 5-light window above. 2-light
windows in west walls of aisles, which are divided into 4 bays by
buttresses, with 2-light geometrical traceried windows beneath
angled hood moulds. Rose windows as clerestory lights. SW tower
and spire, with steep trefoiled window in base of tower, lancet
in upper stage, and paired bell-chamber lights. Brooch spire with
lucarnes and projecting bands. Massive trefoiled east window in
chancel, comprising rose window with a band of quatrefoil lights
below.
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KEY VIEWS
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KEY VIEW ONE
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KEY VIEW TWO
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KEY VIEW THREE
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KEY VIEW FOUR
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SECTION 4.0
SIGNIFICANCE

Significance can be defined as the value of a heritage asset to this
and future generations because of its heritage interest. The interest
may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance
derives not only from a heritage asset's physical presence, but also
from its setting. The understanding of the significance of a place is
vital to inform sensitively managed change. The following criteria
are employed within this report to assess significance:

Archaeological Interest

There will be archaeological interest in a heritage asset if it holds,
or potentially holds, evidence of past human activity worthy of
expert investigation at some point.

Architectural and Artistic Interest

These are interests in the design and general aesthetics of a
place. They can arise from conscious design or fortuitously

from the way the heritage asset has evolved. More specifically,
architectural interest is an interest in the art or science of the
design, construction, craftsmanship and decoration of buildings
and structures of all types. Artistic interest is an interest in other
human creative skills, like sculpture.

Historic Interest

An interest in past lives and events (including pre-historic).
Heritage assets can illustrate or be associated with them. Heritage
assets with historic interest not only provide a material record of
our nation’s history but can also provide meaning for communities
derived from their collective experience of a place and can
symbolise wider values such as faith and cultural identity.

The levels of relative significance used to inform the assessment of
significance in this heritage statement are as follows:

Building Description Stakeholder Engagement

Very High Significance

Attributable to those themes, features, buildings or spaces
which are the most valuable. These elements are considered
to be essential to the understanding and appreciation of

the place and are contributors to its overall character and
setting, as well as its local, regional, national and international
importance. Large scale alteration, removal or demolition
should be strongly resisted.

High Significance

Attributable to a theme, feature, building or space which
is has a high cultural value and forms an essential part of
understanding the historic value of the site, while greatly
contributing towards its character and setting, as well as
its local, regional and national importance. Large scale
alteration, removal or demolition should be strongly
resisted.

Medium Significance

Attributable to a theme, feature, building or space which has
some cultural importance and helps define the character
and appearance of the site. These features are generally

of local or regional value. Efforts should be made to retain
features of this level if possible, though a greater degree of
flexibility in terms of alteration would be possible.

164

Developed Proposals Heritage Impact Assessment

Low Significance

Attributable to themes, features, buildings or spaces which
have minor cultural importance and which might contribute
to the character or appearance of the site. These features
are generally of local value. A greater degree of alteration or
removal would be possible than for items of high or medium
significance, though a low value does not necessarily mean a
feature is expendable.

Neutral Significance

Themes, spaces, buildings or features which have little or no
cultural value and neither contribute to nor detract from the
character or appearance of the site. Considerable alteration
or change is likely to be possible.

Intrusive Significance

Themes, features or spaces which actually detract from the
values of the site and its character and appearance. Efforts
should be made to remove these features. The significance
plans provide a level of significance for both the physical
fabric and the spatial characteristics of internal areas.
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4.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wrexham County Borough Museum is a fine example of

an increasingly rare building type being an 1850’s militia barracks
following the act of 1853. The equivalent militia depot for the Royal
Flintshire Militia in Flint was demolished. Although significantly
altered in later periods, the basic plan of the 1850s barracks
remains legible making the building of national importance as an
example of its type. The period of construction also links the
building to wider British military history and to the design of
military architecture, upon which the influence of early barracks
buildings such as these must not be underestimated. The militia
themselves also have notable historical value having been used to
quell riots and insurgence across Wales.

The buildings second use as Magistrate’s Courts alters the

layout and exterior design of the building as a fortified keep
removing the two front turrets and building extensions that
slightly unbalances the architectural design although these early
alterations are themselves of high significance. Although a 19th
century magistrates court is worthy of retention and is of national
interest in its own right, giving the building further strong historical
connections as the centre of the judicial system for the wider area.
The retention, largely intact of the alterations and many of the
fittings, albeit in storage, mean this is an interesting and relatively
complete example of a provincial court.

Regent Street is one of the primary arterial routes into the town
and the Museum, in conjunction with the adjacent cathedral and
neo-classical infirmary, defines the approach to the town.

Building Description

Stakeholder Engagement

Architecturally the building forms a strong addition to the
streetscape of Wrexham in a prominent location in the town and
an important group value comprising: the neighbouring Church

of St Mary (grade I); the church boundary walls (grade Il); the
presbytery (grade Il); numbers 1,3 and 5, 56, 58 and 60 Regent
Street, King Street (grade Il); and number 2 Grosvenor Road
(grade I1) all contributing to the combined setting. The main facade
reads as an example of 19th century gothic with its turrets and
castellations all surrounded by the stone boundary wall and it is an
important contributor to the Grosvenor Road Conservation Area.
[t is one of the three surviving buildings of the mid-19th century
‘west end’ of Wrexham when the town expanded westwards.

The building is a fascinating blend of picturesque intent, pragmatic
spatial planning, military functionality, and the contrast of this
functionality with the later court alterations. Influences vary from
the Tudor houses of the 6th century to the early pioneers of
the picturesque such as Miller through to more contemporary
influences from Salvin and the other ‘barrack builders’ of the
period.

The building is well known locally, often referred to as the police
station. It has played a significant role in the local community

both in this role and subsequently as the Aston College Art
Department. The use of the building as the Wrexham County
Borough Museum can both draw upon and enhance this familiarity
with the people and communities of Wrexham. In a town where
many historic buildings have been demolished including the
adjacent Church House, St Mary's Church and Imperial Hotel, the
surviving buildings have taken on an even more important role.
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Good records survive for the building including floor plans by the
architect, Thomas Penson. Penson was a prominent architect with
several notable projects in Wales, he was the county surveyor

of Denbighshire and Montgomeryshire and was an innovative
architect and designer of several masonry arch bridges over

the River Severn and elsewhere. Thomas Penson designed the
following buildings in Wrexham: Butchers' Market Hall on High
Street (1847, extant); and the British School, Brook Street (1844,
demolished recently). Penson’s involvement adds further historical
interest to the building.

The Museum has demonstrable importance nationally (in a
British as opposed to purely Welsh context) as a key example

of the development of a system of barracks for militiamen. The
significance of the building in a Welsh context is further enhanced
by its second incarnation as courts and a police station, a task it
undertook for almost 100 years.

The building is of high significance.
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SECTION 5.0
LEGISLATIVE GUIDANCE

5.1 PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT (1990) AND THE
ENTERPRISE AND REGULATORY REFORM ACT (2013)
Listed Buildings are designated under the Planning (Listed Buildings
and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 for their special architectural
or historic interest. Conservation Areas are also protected under
Section 69 of the same act. In 2013 the government abolished the
requirement for Conservation Area Consent under the Enterprise
and Regulatory Reform Act 2013. This has been replaced with a
requirement for planning permission for demolition of a building in
a Conservation Area.

5.2 NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY

The Welsh Government's planning Policy is set out in the
document ‘Planning Policy Wales: Edition 11, February 2021". Chapter
6 sets out the planning policy in relation to heritage assets with the
following key paragraphs —

6.1.5 The planning system must take into account the Welsh
Government's objectives to protect, conserve, promote and enhance
the historic environment as a resource for the general well-being of
present and future generations. The historic environment is a finite,
non-renewable and shared resource and a vital and integral part of the
historical and cultural identity of Wales.

6.1.10 There should be a general presumption in favour of the
preservation or enhancement of a listed building and its setting,

which might extend beyond its curtilage. For any development
proposal affecting a listed building or its setting, the primary material
consideration is the statutory requirement to have special regard to
the desirability of preserving the building, its setting or any features of
special architectural or historic interest which it possesses.

6.1.11 For listed buildings, the aim should be to find the best way
to protect and enhance their special quadlities, retaining them in

Building Description Stakeholder Engagement

sustainable use. The continuation or reinstatement of the original use
should generally be the first option, but not all original uses will now be
viable or appropriate. The application of planning and listed building
controls should recognise the need for flexibility where new uses have
to be considered in order to secure a building’s survival or provide it
with a sound economic future.

6.1.12 The demolition of any listed building should be considered as
exceptional and require the strongest justification.

6.1.13 Applicants for listed building consent must be able to justify their
proposals, show why the alteration or demolition of a listed building is
desirable or necessary and consider the impact of any change upon

its significance. This must be included in a heritage impact statement,
which will be proportionate both to the significance of the building and
to the degree of change proposed.

5.3 LOCAL PLANNING POLICY

The local planning policy is presented within the Wrexham Unitary
Development Plan(1996-2011) and the updated Wrexham Local
Development Plan 2 (LDP2) 2013 to 2028.

Policy EC7 Within, and in close proximity to, conservation areas, the
priority will be to preserve and/ or enhance those buildings, structures,
streets, trees, open spaces, archaeological remains, views, and other
elements which contribute to the unique character of the area.

New buildings and alterations or additions to existing buildings in
conservation areas, whether listed as of special architectural or historic
interest or not, must reflect the design and character of the area as a
whole and the form, scale, detailing and materials of existing buildings.

Policy EC9 Alterations or additions to, and development or
redevelopment within the curtilage of, buildings or structures listed as

of special architectural or historic interest must respect the setting and
character of the listed buildings or structures.
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SECTION 6.0
IMPACT ASSESSMENT

The following section is intended to assess the impact of the
development proposals on the heritage significance of Sandbach
School. This assessment is carried out in line with the NPPF. In
order to more fully understand the impact on the heritage value
of the building and its wider context, the following assessment
provides a comparable analysis of the heritage value against the

MAGNITUDE DEFINITION
OF IMPACT

The development considerably enhances the heritage assets, views of the
heritage assets, or the ability to appreciate their significance.

level of change. This assessment is based on the criteria set out by The devel + enh ; tearly di " tent the herit ;
ICOMOS, and is a clear way of understanding not just the impact , © e\;eﬂ:)p:werjt en aans © ihc eal;'il't |icern| ¢ ei e:h , e‘ e; age assets,
of change but how levels of impact vary according to the value of views ot the heritage assets, orthe ability to appreciate their signiticance.

the heritage asset. . . .
g The development enhances to a minor extent the heritage assets, views of the

Low Beneficial . N . o
heritage assets, or the ability to appreciate their significance.

Level of impact will be assessed based on the following criteria:

The development does not affect the heritage assets, views of the heritage
assets, or the ability to appreciate their significance.

The development harms to a minor extent the heritage assets, views of the
Low Adverse . ” : o
heritage assets, or the ability to appreciate their significance.

The development harms to a clearly discernible extent the heritage assets,
views of the heritage assets, or the ability to appreciate their significance.

The development severely harms the heritage assets, views of the heritage
assets, or the ability to appreciate their significance.
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6.1 HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Much of the interior works to the Museum are relatively low
impact and relate to the removal of modern walls and partitions

of no significance. On the ground floor the opening of the former
archive into an open plan space will result in the loss of two original
walls including chimney breasts. This will result in moderate loss of
original fabric of high significance and the loss of the planform in
this part of the building.

The loss of the former police exercise yard and its infill with a
modern construction will confuse the legibility of this external
space and its function. This area is a later addition of medium
significance and will result in medium adverse harm. The materiality
as a modern addition will help with the legibility of the former
external space and harm can be reduced by appropriate conditions
and detailing.

The proposed extension in the central courtyard is replacing an
existing 2 st century extension resulting in no significance change
to significance.

Minor changes are proposed to rainwater systems which although
may result in a slight change to the original design, it will help the
building cope with higher capacity rainfall and help mitigate known
maintenance issues. This change is not considered harmful to
significance and along with roof and gutter repairs is beneficial.

The original diamond patterned windows are to be retained,
however, the majority of windows are later metal framed
casements. The exact date of these is unclear; the Conservation
Plan (2005) suggests they likely date to c.I917. They are not
original but are an historic feature that demonstrates the
continued development and use of the building and their loss
and replacement will result in a moderate degree of harm to
significance.

Building Description

Stakeholder Engagement

Summary of Impacts

There are several elements that collectively will contribute to a
moderate adverse impact upon the significance of the Grade Il
Listed asset. The primary elements of harm are: the loss of heritage
fabric and planform in the archive area; the loss of early 20th
century windows; and the infilling of the police exercise yard. The
proposals are not considered to result in any significant levels of
harm to the conservation area.

This harm should be weighed against the public benefits of the
scheme and also considered alongside the supporting justification
within the Design and Access Statement.
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APPENDIX A
FORMER WREXHAM INFIRMARY LISTING DESCRIPTION

extended in the later C19 (theatre added 1862, detached fever wards, 1866, a new ward wing in 1887), and at the end
of the C19, it included 1 men's, 2 women's, accident, childrens and emergancy wards (Slaters Directory, 1895).

Following the opening of a new hospital in 1926, the buildings were used by Denbignshire Technical Collage from 1927
and later by the College of Art. The present extensions to the Regent Street and Bradley Road elevations appear to be

FU" RepOI’t for LISted BUI|dIngS Q:‘ CaDW s early C20, and were possibly built in association with its change of use.

Exterior
‘ Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Original building is ashlar faced with slate roof, the later additions largely brick with stone dressings. Original building is
in neo-classical style, 2 storeys, 9 window range (3-3-3) with advanced pedimented central section with Doric portico

Reference Building Grade Status Date of Date of o X i A ' K . . 3
. N with triglyph frieze. Central double doors with plain overlight. 12-pane sash windows in moulded architraves, and plain
Number Number . Designation Amendment . N X . )
1} Designated sill bands, the central window beneath the pediment flanked by narrower side lights. Shallow pedimented return gables,
1804 49 22/03/1990 31/01/1994 with truncated stack to left.
Cement rendered left hand gable return, then later additions in brick with stone dressings including parallel range
Name of Property Address

housing stairs. Long stair window flanked by paired sash windows with margin lights. Pedimented canopy over
Former Wrexham Infirmary 49 Regent Street doorway to left. Beyond this, a 12-window range, 12-pane sash windows with additional upper lights, paired between
plain pilaster bands. Cornice and blocking course, with small pediment towards centre of range. Early C20 range set
back to right of main block on Regent Street, employing similar style but in brick with stone dressings. 12-window
range, in groups of 4, with pediments over alternate ranges. 12-pane sashes with additional fixed upper lights.

Location
Unitary Community Town Locality Easting Northing
Authority
Offa 333080 350517 Interior

Wrexham
Street Side Location

Prominently sited on the corner of Bradley Road: left hand return range to

Bradley Road runs S to Central Road. Reason for designation

Description

Broad Class Period Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings [Records 1 of 1]

Health and Welfare

History

Built as the Infirmary in 1838-9, to design of Edward Welch of Liverpool, architect. The infirmary was successively
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APPENDIX B
ROMAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL OF ST MARY LISTING DESCRIPTION

Designated the Pro-Cathedral of the diocese of Menevia in 1907.

Exterior

Full Report for Listed Buildings

Coursed and squared stone with slate roofs. Tower and spire to (liturgical) SW, nave with 2 lean-to aisles, clerestory
and lower chancel. Additional aisle and side chapel to north. Late C13 style. West doorway in steep archway with
shafts and hood mould, flanked by steep pinnacled niches. 5-light window above. 2-light windows in west walls of
aisles, which are divided into 4 bays by buttresses, with 2-light geometrical traceried windows beneath angled hood
moulds. Rose windows as clerestory lights. SW tower and spire, with steep trefoiled window in base of tower, lancet in
upper stage, and paired bell-chamber lights. Brooch spire with lucarnes and projecting bands. Massive trefoiled east

‘ Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference Building Grade Status Date of Date of X N o X X o
Number Number i Designation Amendment window in chancel, comprising rose window with a band of quatrefoil lights below.
1} Designated
1801 31/01/1994 31/01/1994
Interior
Name of Property Address
Roman Catholic Cathedral of St Mary Early English arcade of 4 bays, clustered shafts with fillets, and hood moulds which form trefoils between each arch.

Gallery in western bay, carried on chamfered timber piers. Splayed clerestory lights, and stilted arches to aisle
windows. Wagon roof with wall posts on corbels to principal trusses. Clustered shafts to deep moulded chancel arch.
Painted figures of angles on gilded ground set in shallow panels over chancel arch. Paired narrow arches to lady

K chapel to north. Full-height eastern arch, containing window. Stained glass in aisle windows form a series of memorial
Location windows, none are signed or dated, but their style is reminiscent of that of Kempe and Tower, and they are probably
late C19-early C20. NW window possibly earlier, a neo-medieval style incorporating a mosaic of fragments. Memorial to
Ellan Thompson, (d. 1854), in side chapel of outer north aisle: recumbant effigy on an arched panelled tomb-chest with

Unitary Community Town Locality Easting Northing low-reliefs.
Authority
Offa 333156 350468
Wrexham
Reason for designation
Street Side Location
S Opposite the junction with Grosvenor Road. Group value.
Description Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings [Records 1 of 1]
Broad Class Period

Religious, Ritual and Funerary

History

Built in 1857 at the expense of Richard Thompson, iron master and colliery owner, to designs of E. W. Pugin.
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APPENDIX C
BOUNDARY WALL AND GATES TO ROMAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL LISTING DESCRIPTION

Probably designed as part of the original plans for the church site, and therefore probably to designs of E. W. Pugin in

1857.
Full Report for Listed Buildings & Cadw =
Wt ot Exterior

Coursed and squared rubble wall, with steep raking copings, and gate piers with gabletted copings, to which cast iron

‘ Summary Description of a Listed BUIIdIngS lamp standards are attached by iron brackets.

Reference Building Grade Status Date of Date of
Number Number Designation Amendment i
1} Designated 9 Interior
1802 31/01/1994 31/01/1994
Name of Property Address

Boundry Wall and Gates to Roman

Catholic Cathedral Reason for designation

A rare survivor of Victorian gothic street furniture, forming an important element in the cathedral site.

Location Group value with Roman Catholic Cathedral.

Unitary Community Town Locality Easting Northing
Authority Offa 333167 350496 Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings [Records 1 of 1]
Wrexham
Street Side Location

Forms the boundary of the church yard with Regent Street to the north of the

cathedral, the gates aligned with the main west door.

Description

Broad Class Period

Religious, Ritual and Funerary

History
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APPENDIX D
PRESBYTERY AT ROMAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL LISTING DESCRIPTION

Pugin, and extended later in C19 with additions to rear wing.

Exterior

Full Report for Listed Buildings

Brick with stone dressings and slate roof. Gothic style, 2 storeys, 4 window range with advanced outer gables and
doorway in angle of central range with right hand gable. Arched doorway in chamfered stone architrave beneath lean-to
porch carried on chamfered and braced struts, continuing between the two gables. Plain narrow lights to ground floor of
left hand wing, the upper windows paired foiled lancets. Similar paired windows in entrance range. Canted bay window
with transomed lancet lights in right hand gable, and triple foiled lancets above. Upper windows throughout have pale
brick relieving arches over. Both gables surmounted by cross finials. Axial and gable end stacks. Return elevation to

‘ Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference Building Grade Status Date of Date of X X X X .
Number Number i Designation Amendment right has pélred foiled Iancgts on each floor, the upper w'|ndows beneath a gablgd (?Iormer, and wide advanced gable
1} Designated beyond, with canted bay window to ground floor, and paired lancets beneath relieving arch above. Later extension
1803 31/01/1994 31/01/1994 beyond this gable, in a similar style, with single lancet window and squared bay window set across the angle.
Name of Property Address
Presbytery at roman Catholic
Cathedral
Location .
Interior
Unitary_ Community Town Locality Easting Northing The central range of the frontage is entirely occupied by the full-height stair hall, with heavy chamfered woodstaircase
Authority Offa 333135 350472 and balustrade of galleried upper landing. Original layout and some detail including joinery and encaustic tiled floor to
Wrexham entrance hall survive.
Street Side Location
Reason for designation
Adjoins the R.C. Cathedral, to which it is linked by a stone covered-way.
The presbytery forms an intergral part of the designs for the cathedral site, and is a good example of the domestic
gothic style typically used for buildings with an ecclesiastical function.
Description
Group value with Roman Catholic Cathedral.
Broad Class Period
Religious, Ritual and Funerary Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings [Records 1 of 1]
History

Built as the presbytery to the Roman Catholic Church of Saint Mary (now the cathedral) in 1857, to designs of E. W.
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APPENDIX E
FORMER COUNTY BUILDINGS LISTING DESCRIPTION

C1879 to a divisional police station and magistrates court, and extended in the 1890's. Latterly used as council offices
and Art college annexe.

Full Report for Listed Buildings & Cadw Jﬂm Exterior

Roughly coursed and squared stone with freestone dressings and steep slate roofs, with coped gables and axial and
‘ end wall stacks with chamfered shafts. Tudor gothic style, a courtyard plan with 2 storey, 5-bay entrance front flanked

Summary Description of a Listed BUIIdIngS by advanced gabled ranges to either side. Central gable over main entrance in loggia (now glazed) comprising 5 bays
of chamfered depressed gothic arches sprung between dwarf buttresses. 4-light oriel window with leaded roof over
entrance, flanked by 3-light windows each side, all with mullions and transoms. Lower gabled wings similarly detailed:

Reference Building Grade Status Date of Date of . A ) . X
. : the right hand gable is advanced from the main range and houses entrance to No 1 court in its own gabled rear wing.
Number Number . Designation Amendment N X N
1} Designated Left hand range clasps the outer angle of the main front, and has a further rear wing, parallel to the main range.

1800 15/06/1990 31/01/1994 Projecting stair tower to No. 2 court at angle of the 2 ranges: Chamfered buttressed tower, with deep moulded arched
doorway, the staircase expressed under a sloping, embattled roofline with stepped windows, to the left; the tower
terminates in octagonal turret with miniature crenellations around slate spirelet with openwork crown and weather vane.

Name of Property Address . . . . X
Wide gabled returns each side, then rear wings and lower gabled rear cross range. Circular turrets at rear angles with

Former County Buildings window loops and conical roofs.

Location
Unitary Community Town Locality Easting Northing
Authority
Offa 333177 350434

Wrexham Interior

Street Side Location Original layout modified since 1980 by the enlargement of some rooms, the creation of circulation space, and the

S Occupying a large site between Saint Mark's Road and Saint Mary's Pro- enclosing of the courtyard.

Cathedral on W side of town centre. Set to rear of extensive forecourt.

Reason for designation

Description

Broad Class Period

Cii Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings [Records 1 of 1]

History

Built as militia barracks 1857-8 to the designs of the younger Thomas Penson, architect and surveyor. Converted
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APPENDIX F
NO.I GROSVENOR ROAD LISTING DESCRIPTION

Built in 1869 as Grosvenor Lodge by J. R. Gummow, for Isaac Shone.

Full Report for Listed Buildings & Cadw Jﬂm Exterior

Italianate villa style (described as Anglo-Italian by Gummow). Brick with ashlar dressings including raised and
channelled quoins and deep modillion cornice. Slate roof, hipped with axial stacks, probably truncated. 2 storeys, the
main elevations are a 2-window entrance front to Regent Street, and a symmetrical 5 window (1-3-1) range to Regent
Street. Entrance in advanced porch to right, with segmental archway between channelled outer piers and fluted
Corinthian inner pilasters; round arched entrance with panelled double doors. Balustraded parapet over projecting

‘ Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference Building Grade Status Date of Date of X N N R i N
. : cornice. Chanelled architrave to ground floor window alongside. The 2 upper windows are set in round arched
Number Number . Designation Amendment 3 . T N N
1} Designated architraves with fluted Corinthian pilasters, and scallopped tympana. Left hand window has a strapwork balconette
1830 1 24/10/1991 31/01/1994 carried on brackets. Lintel and sill string courses form continuous band between the floors, continuing across Regent
Street elevation. This elevation has advanced squared bay windows to either side, divided by Corinthian pilasters, and
supporting strapwork balconettes of upper windows. Central windows grouped as 3 in slightly advanced channelled
Name of Property Address . o . . " X .
stone panel, from which moulded brackets carry balconette linking triple windows above. Al first floor windows detailed
NO.1 GROSVENOR ROAD (NW 1 Grosvenor Road as to Grosvenor Road elevation. Lower service wing recessed to rear, with hipped roof, side entrance and tripartite
SIDE),,,,,CLWYD, sash window above; eaves oversailing on moulded wood brackets. 3 storeyed hipped roof tower beyond is a somewhat
later addition. Recessed centre panel to main facade, paired ground floor windows and smaller lights to upper floors.
Location
Unitary Community Town Locality Easting Northing
Authority
Rhosddu 333162 350560 Interior
Wrexham
Street Side Location
NW Prominently sited at the corner with Regent Street, opposite the RC cathedral
and with long elevation to Regent Street. Reason for designation
Listed as a well-preserved example of this Victorian Italianate villa style, and for its prominent position on the edge of
Description the town centre.
Group value with the Roman Catholic Cathedral and with No 2 Grosvenor Road.
Broad Class Period
Domestic
Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings [Records 1 of 1]
History
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APPENDIX G
NO.2 GROSVENOR ROAD LISTING DESCRIPTION

development of the town in the latter part of the C19.

Exterior

Full Report for Listed Buildings

Simplified Italianate villa style. Brick with some ashlar dressings, and slate roof. 2 storeys, 3 window range to entrance
front facing Grosvenor Road, with central entrance and advanced outer gables, and 3 window range to Regent Street
with advanced central gable. Entrance in narrow central bay, recessed in porch with coupled rusticated and panelled
pilasters supporting entablature. Canted stone bay windows in advanced outer gables, with 2-pane full-height sashes;
2-pane sash windows in stone architraves to upper storey, with stone sill band continuing across return elevations.
Gables are pedimented by painted modillion cornice, which continues across central bay. Return elevation to Regent

‘ Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference Building Grade Status Date of Date of X A . N i X
. : Street has pedimented central gable, the cornice continuing across a full-height canted stone bay window which has
Number Number . Designation Amendment ) " " ; . ) .
1} Designated shallow segmentally arched lights with keystones and bracketted sills. Flanking windows in moulded stone architraves,
1831 2 31/01/1994 31/01/1994 segmentally arched to ground floor. Opposite return elevation is similar, but without the central bay window.
Axial stacks towards rear of advanced gabled wings are both truncated, but rear wall stacks both retain oversailing
stone caps.
Name of Property Address P
NO.2 GROSVENOR ROAD (SE 2 Grosvenor Road
SIDE),,,,,CLWYD,
Location Interior
Unitary Community Town Locality Easting Northing
Authority
Rhosddu 333200 350510
Wrexham Reason for designation
Street Side Location Listed as a good example of the villa building which was such a notable feature of Wrexham's late C19 development,
SE Prominently sited on the corner with Regent Street. and for its prominent siting on the edge of the town centre.
Group value with No. 1 Grosvenor Road, and with the Roman Catholic Cathedral opposite.
Description
Broad Class Period Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings [Records 1 of 1]
Domestic
History

Built c1870, possibly to designs of J. R. Gummow, the local architect responsible for much of the suburban
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APPENDIX H
NOS.1,3 & 5, WITH NOS. 56, 58 & 60 REGENT STREET, KING STREET LISTING DESCRIPTION

development of King Street which is said to have been the first residential street formally laid out in Wrexham, by 1828.

Full Report for Listed Buildings & Cadw Jﬂm Exterior

Brick, rendered to Regent Street elevation, with slate roof hipped over Regent Street return. 3 storeyed, main elevation
‘ to King Street is a 6 window range, representing 2 symmetrically designed houses. Each has a central entrance in

Summary Description of a Listed BUIIdIngS moulded architrave with brackets to entablature hood. Lower openings modified on conversion to shops and offices,
although the original window openings have been respected in No 5. Late C19 shop front to right of No 3, with panelled
pilasters carrying heavily bracketted fascia. C20 shop front inserted in left hand side, continuing across Regent Street

Reference Building Grade Status Date of Date of i ) N ) X ) o
. : elevation. Upper windows are all 16-pane sashes, with painted flat arched heads and continuous sill bands. Similar
Number Number . Designation Amendment N . 3 ) N ) ) N
1} Designated windows in upper storey to Regent Street, the first floor windows altered on conversion (c1920) with the insertion of
1846 31/01/1993 31/01/1994 oriel bay windows, each with sashes with small upper panes. Hipped roof has heavy overhang, and 3 axial stacks.
Name of Property Address

Nos.1,3 & 5, with Nos. 56, 58 & 60
Regent Street, King Street (W side)

Location Interior
. i . X i In spite of conversion to shops, the building retains a substantial ammount of its original character, including its internal
Unitary Community Town Locality Easting Northing planning and staircases with swept rails and plain spindles.
Authority
Rhosddu 333218 350482
Wrexham
Reason for designation
Street Side Location
w On the corner of King Street and Regent Street. A significant and rare survivor of the early expansion of Wrexham with the formation of residential suburbs at the
begining of the C19.
Description
Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings [ Records 1 of 1]
Broad Class Period
Commercial
History

Formerly a pair of houses (Wynnstay Buildings), converted to shops ¢1920, and forming part of the original
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