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This document has been written in order to address concerns by NRW and WBC. These concerns
are reproduced below with responses.
Most of the information has been taken from the Conservation Plan/Great Crested Newt
Mitigation Plan (updated version 7/7/22) by Arbtech.

• Submission of additional great crested newt/amphibian avoidance and mitigation measures.
The details to include identified Reasonable Avoidance Measures (RAMS) such as barrier fencing
including specification. • Details of measures to prevent or reduce incidental capture or killing

No work can start on site until a licence has been obtained from Natural Resource Wales. All
works described below will be supervised or undertaken by an experienced and GCN licenced
ecologist. This can be the named ecologist on the licence or their accredited agent. The retained
ecologist will provide a toolbox talk to contractors on site prior to the start of any work. Following
completion of each element of the works, a file note shall then be written to confirm that this
method statement has been followed; and a record of all herpetofauna found will be provided.
Works will be restricted to the buildings and surrounding hardstanding and the unsuitable short
amenity grassland within eastern part of the site only. The following measures will be adhered to
during construction works:
•  A toolbox talk to all contractors working on site will be given by the licenced ecologist to ensure
everyone working on site is aware of the presence of GCN and understand the action to be taken
should GCN be found during works.
•  Immediately prior to any works on site a finger-tip search by the licenced ecologist will be
undertaken to ensure. Any GCN (or other amphibians) found during this search will be carefully
captured by hand and relocated to suitable habitat in the western part of the site (see map below).
•  The site will then be systematically cleared by hand under supervision by a suitability qualified
ecologist. This will include the dismantling of any rubble piles and removal of any vegetation. This
will be done during the GCN active season between April and September, in temperatures above
5°C, to enable any animals that may still be present to move away. Clearance will be undertaken
in a systematic pattern working from the east of the site towards the grassland to the west to
prevent ‘islands’ that may trap animals within. Any GCN (or other amphibians) found during this
vegetation/rubble clearance will be carefully captured by hand and relocated to the adjacent
hedgerows.
•  Once the site has been declared free of GCN (and other amphibians) newt fencing will then be
installed to the correct specifications and requirements under supervision by the retained
ecologist. This fencing will surround the working areas to prevent amphibians moving into the
development area during construction.
•  Night-time working will avoided.
• The construction zone will be kept clear of rubble piles and stored items to discourage
amphibians from moving into the area. If rubble piles are created during construction and remain
on site for more than 24 hours, then a re-inspection by an ecologist will be required before it can
be removed.
• Any materials will be stored on pallets or removed from site to prevent unintentional creation of
refuge areas for amphibians.
• Any remaining vegetation will be maintained at ground level within the working area.
• During construction, any ditches, holes or trenches must be covered at night, or ramps must be
added so that animals do not get trapped.
A report will be produced by the retained ecologist documenting adherence to the measures
outlined above. This will be submitted to the local council and NRW.





• Submission of details concerning retained and compensation areas including management plan
that considers initial aftercare and maintenance. This should include how the areas would be
safeguarded (given they will form part of a garden) in the medium and long term.

The planting of wildflower and scrub will improve the area of grassland in the west of the site for
GCN and other common amphibians, as well as other species including reptiles, hedgehogs, birds,
bats and invertebrates. Areas along the western and northern site boundaries will be planted as
mixed scrub to provide suitable amphibian refuge. An area of wildflower planting will be created at
the western end of the site.
Scrub planting
Scrub will be planted along the northern and western site boundaries. Only species from the
following list will be planted:
• Bramble
• Common juniper
• Box scrub
• Wild privet
• Dogwood
• Buckthorn
• Hawthorn
• Spindle
• Hazel
Planting should take place between November and March. The planting pattern should include a
mix of species planted close together, with some areas left open to create natural openings. Wood
chip/mulch should be placed around each newly planted scrub to prevent weed competition and
improve water retention. Upon planting the area will be left for 1 year to allow the new plants to be
established before any management is started.
Wildflower planting:
An area of wildflower meadow will be planted on the existing field to the west of the site.  Wildflower
seed mixes can be used on regular turf to create species-rich such as the Emorsgate Wild Flowers
For Lawns seed mix (EL1F). This can be sown in existing grass or combined with a suitable grass
see mix. Species within the mix include Lady's Bedstraw Galium verum, Birdsfoot Trefoil Lotus
corniculatus, Selfheal Prunella vulgaris and Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris. A rate of 1.5g/m2
should be used.
The following is advised by Emorsgate Seeds:
• Sowing: Sow in the autumn using a 100% wildflower mixture. Bulk up the seed with an inert carrier
such as sand to make distribution easier. The seed must be surface sown and can be applied by
machine or broadcast by hand.
• Management: After sowing continue mowing or grazing as needed, aiming to keep the grass short
(25-40mm). The sown flower species are perennial and will be slow to germinate, grow and flower,
particularly against the competition from established grasses. Continue with regular
mowing/grazing in the second and subsequent years to keep the sward short. Mowing may be
suspended or relaxed for periods of 4-6 weeks in May - July to allow the flowers to bloom. Resume
mowing/grazing once the flowering has gone over or when the grass growth gets too lush.
A site visit will be undertaken at the start of the development to check the mitigation measures and
other provisions are in accordance to this report. If satisfactory, a report will be written confirming
the adherence to the plan. This will be submitted to the local council and NRW.
Amphibian refugia Amphibian refugia can be created using materials such as log piles, brash, rock
etc (see Figure 1 below). Two of these should be created and placed below the retained northern
hedgerow boundary in the western part of the site.



• Details of timing, phasing and duration of construction activities and conservation measures and
aftercare. • Timetable for implementation demonstrating that works are aligned with the proposed
phasing of the development.

Table produced by Baker Builders:

TASK "ASSIGNED TO START END

Survey grounds ECOLOGIST 01/04/2023 02/04/2023

Remove rubble pile ECOLOGIST/MIKE
BAKER

03/04/2023 07/04/2023

Erect fencing MIKE BAKER 08/04/2023 11/04/2023

drainage works Baker Builders 14/04/2023 19/04/2023

foundations Baker Builders 19/04/2023 22/04/2023

Phase 2 Title
build up to slab Baker Builders 22/04/2023 26/04/2023

prep floor slab Baker Builders 26/04/2023 31/04/2023

pour slab Baker Builders 31/04/2023 01/04/2023

build brickwork Baker Builders 01/05/2023 03/08/2023

floor joist Baker Builders 07/08/2023 10/08/2023

Phase 3 Title
roof trusses Baker Builders 08/08/2023 13/08/2023

roof covering Baker Builders 14/08/2023 20/08/2023

slates/tile/roof Baker Builders 19/08/2023 24/08/2023

extend chimneys Baker Builders 25/08/2023 29/08/2023

install windows Baker Builders 29/08/2023 02/09/2023

Phase 4 Title 02/09/2023 07/09/2023
install doors baker builders 07/09/2023 09/09/2023

structural works baker builders 10/09/2023 11/11/2023

1st fix electrics approved contractor 13/12/2023 20/12/2023

1st fix plumbing approved contractor 20/12/2023 27/12/2023

solar panels approved contractor 10/02/2024 18/02/2024

plastering approved contractor 20/02/2024 30/04/2024

2nd fix electrics approved contractor 31/04/2024 20/05/2024

2nd fix plumbing 21/05/2024 21/06/2024



Table reproduced from GCN Mitigation Plan (Arbtech 7/7/22)



• Ecological Compliance Audit, including key performance indicators.

Tables reproduced from GCN Mitigation Plan (Arbtech 7/7/22)

Performance Indicator

Performance Indicator



• Persons responsible for implementing the works - Licensed ecologist (Susan Worsfold) and
assistants

• Biosecurity risk assessment.

Table reproduced from GCN Mitigation Plan (Arbtech 7/7/22)





• Impact of the drainage works in the paddock to be fully assessed and further details in order to
secure the mitigation areas in perpetuity and separate from the residential curtilage.

See below for drainage diagram.
Text from annotation box includes:
“Proposed foul water drainage mound. 1.15m high, formed using side slopes with a maximum
gradient of 1:2.
Top of mound to measure a minimum of 12m2 in plan area in accordance with the sizing guidance
within Building Regulations Part H and BS 6297:2007. Continuous loop of 100mm perforated
pipework to be installed to distribute effluent from treatment plant.

The separate document CAR-HLE-XX-00-DR-C-00300 gives further details in a readable format
since the resolution of the pasted diagram below is poor.

Installation of the drainage and treatment system will be done with a small excavator and dumper
within the fenced area. Post development impacts will be small since at least 90% of the 0.1 ha to
be disturbed during installation will be restored to grassland. The scrub and wildflower area will be
fenced and appropriately worded signs put in place to indicate that the area be maintained in
perpetuity (see page 11).

Drainage Plan as Existing and Proposed
(See also document CAR-HLE-XX-00-DR-C-00300)



Proposed Fence Details and Position


