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Summary

GlyndwrUniversity in Wrexhamis one of the “new” universities created during the 1990s. The main
Plas Coch campus is located on the northwestern side of the town of Wrexham with the campus at
NGR 332 351. The campus is based on the buildings of the Denbighshire Technical College Institute,
built in 1953 to provide furthereducation facilities for NortheastWales. That institution had evolved
from the original Wrexham School of Science and Art, founded in 1887 through the Denbighshire
Technical College which was originally housed in the Regent Street Campus of what is now Glyndwr
University,where it took on the 19th centurybuildings vacatedwhen the Infirmarymoved to its new
premisesonRhosdduRoad.Demand for furthereducation led to plans forexpansionwhichwere put
“on hold” by the SecondWorld War and re-activated in the 1950s. with a 30-acre site om the Mold
Roaddesignatedas the site for the newbuildings. Themainbuildings of the campuswere constructed
to the designs of Saxon, Smith and Partners of Chester and the designwas awarded a bronze medal
in the LiverpoolArchitectural Society’s area in 1956. They were Listed for their architectural interest
as an example of an “excellent, liĻ le alteredexample of the 1950s” that was“consideredoutstanding
at the time”,with severalotherunlistedbuildings for a rangeof purposesmakingup the remainderof
the campus. The buildings are arrangedaroundacentral rectangularcourtyardwith themain frontage
facing south-westonto theMoldRoad. Theuniversity is planningon refurbishingparts of the building
and demolishing others, including the listed kitchen and students’ union buildings. Planning
Permission has been granted, with a condition requiring a photographic record to current national
standard bemade of the listed parts of thebuildings due to be demolished to create a record of the
buildings in their last phaseof use.

Mae PrifysgolGlyndŵrynWrecsamynuno’r prifysgolion“newydd”agrëwydynystody1990au. Mae
prif gampws Plas Coch ar ochr ogledd-orllewinoltrefWrecsam, ar ochr NGR 332 351. Mae'r campws
wedi'i leoli ar adeiladau Sefydliad Coleg Technegol Sir Ddinbych, a adeiladwyd yn 1953 i ddarparu
cyfleusterauaddysgbellachargyferGogledd-ddwyrainCymru.Roeddy sefydliadhwnnwwediesblygu
o Ysgol Wyddoniaeth a Chelf Wrecsam wreiddiol, a sefydlwyd ym 1887 trwy Goleg Technegol Sir
Ddinbych a oeddyn gartref yn wreiddiol ar GampwsStryt y Rhaglaw, yr hyn sydd bellach yn Brifysgol
Glyndŵr, lle cymerodd adeiladau o’r 19eg ganrif a oedd yn wag pan oedd y Clafdy, wedi symud i'w
adeilad newydd ar Ffordd Rhosddu. Arweiniodd y galw am addysg bellach at gynlluniau ehangu a
gafodd eu gohirio gan yr Ail Ryfel Byd a’u hail-ysgogi yn y 1950au. gyda safle 30 erw ar Ffordd yr
Wyddgrugwedieiddynodi felsafle argyferyradeiladaunewydd. Adeiladwydprif adeiladau'r campws
i ddyluniadau Saxon, Smith a Partners of Chester a dyfarnwyd medal efydd i'r cynllun yn ardal
CymdeithasBensaernïolLerpwlym1956. Cawsanteu rhestruoherwyddeudiddordebpensaernïol fel
enghraifft o “ardderchog , enghraifft o’r1950au wedi’inewid fawr ddim”a oedd“yn cael ei hystyried
yn eithriadol ar y pryd”, gyda nifer o adeiladau anrhestredig eraill at ystod o ddibenion yn ffurfio
gweddill y campws. Mae'r adeiladau wedi'u trefnu o amgylch cwrt hirsgwar canolog gyda'r prif
ffryntiad yn wynebu'r de-orllewin i Ffordd yr Wyddgrug. Mae'r brifysgol yn bwriadu adnewyddu
rhannauo'r adeilad a dymchweleraill, gan gynnwys y gegin restredigac adeiladauundebymyfyrwyr.
Caniatawyd Caniatâd Cynllunio, gydag amod yn mynnu bod cofnod ffotograffig i safon genedlaethol
gyfredol yn cael ei wneud o'r rhannau rhestredig o'r adeiladau sydd i'w dymchwel i greu cofnod o'r
adeiladau yneu cyfnodolaf o ddefnydd.
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Site Location

The Plas Coch campus of the GlyndwrUniversity sits in the northwestern suburbs of the town of
Wrexham. The site is boundedby the A541, theMoldRoad on the southern side, the B5101 Plas Coch
Road on the western side, sports pitches on the northern side and the Wrexham Football Club and
Crispin Lane on theeastern side. The buildings whichare the subjectof this record are located in the
southern part of the campus and are the rear wing of the main building of the university and the
Students Union building (formerly a gymnasium and sports centre) aĻ ached tosoutheastern corner
of themain block by a coveredwalkway (Figures 1 – 4).

Figure 1 GlyndwrUniversity location (ContainsOS data © Crown copyright,2023Source OS
OpenData)
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Figure 2 GlyndwrUniversity regional locationmap (Contains OS data © Crown copyright, 2023
Source OS OpenData)
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Figure 3 GlyndwrUniversity location in Wrexham

Figure 4 Detailedplan ofPlas Coch campus



Glyndwr University, Wrexham 7

For the use of the Cassidy and Ashton © MACCS January 2023

1. Introduction

1.1. CIRCUMSTANCESOFPROJECT

1.1.1.The local planningauthority (LPA) is Wrexham County Borough Council. Glyndwr
University is proposing large scale redevelopment andexpansion of facilities on the
Plas Coch campus.As some of the buildings are Listed, or are curtilage Listed
Buildings (not listed in theirown right but attached to Listed Buildings, theClwyd-
Powys Archaeological Trust (CPAT) who provide archaeological advice to the LPA
has advised that a photographic record should bemade of the Listed Buildings
which are proposed for demolition to enable the development. Two applications
were submitted, for planning permission andListed BuildingConsent for the
proposals, Application nos. P/2018/0666 and P/2028/0667.Glyndwr University,
Mold Road, Wrexham,LL11 2AW. Demolition of student union, refectory and
other redundant buildings, and redevelopment of academic campus to provide new
learning gateway building, engineering building, newsports hall extension,
redevelopment ofmulti-use games area.

1.1.2.These were granted on 31st July 2019,ReferenceWRR P/2018/0666 and 0667with
the following as one of the conditions:

“14. No works shall commence until an appropriate photographic survey, equivalent
to an English Heritage Level 1 study, of the existing building/s has been carried out
in accordancewith details to be submitted to, and approved by, the Local Planning
Authority. The resulting digital photographs should be forwarded on a CD to the
Local PlanningAuthority and theDevelopment Control Archaeologist, Clwyd-
Powys Archaeological Trust, 41Broad Street, Welshpool, Powys, SY217RR.
Email:markwalters@cpat.otg.uk Tel: 01938 553670.After approval by the Local
Planning Authority, a copy of the photographs should also be sent to theHistoric
Environment RecordOfficer, Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust for inclusion in
the regional Historic Environment Record.”

1.2. AIMSANDOBJECTIVES

1.2.1. The aim of the project was to create a photographic record of the relevant
buildings to the equivalent of an Historic England Photographic Record as outlined
in UnderstandingHistoric Buildings: A guide to good recording practice (HE, 2016)
with the objective of fulfilling the requirements of the planning conditions placed on
the permission for the proposed development.

1.3. METHODOLOGY

1.3.1. The buildings were photographed using a Nikon 3300 DSLR camera with a Nikor
18-55 mm lens. Selected photos which illustrated general views and details of the
architecture of the buildings along with details of anysignificant fixtures and fittings,
were edited usingMicrosoft Photos software and are reproduced as .jpegs. A copy of
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the entire photographic archive with the original high definition .nef images (Nikon
version of .raw) with copies saved as .tiffs will be submitted to theHER.
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2. Historical background

2.1. BACKGROUND

2.1.1.The buildings are mid-20th century with later alterations and conversions of some
areas. The University archives possess significant collection of original plans,
drawings and photographs and the approved WSI did not include a significant
historical researchelement.

2.1.2.The written description of the Listed Buildings from CADWis:

History

Built as the Denbighshire Technical Collage in 1950-53, to designs of Saxon, Smith
and Partners of Chester,with R R Jennings and Partners as consulting engineers and
Holland, Hanner and Cubitt as contractors. In 1956, the architectswere awarded the
RIBAarchitecturalbronzemedal in theLiverpoolArchitecturalSociety's areafor this
building.At the time, the buildingwas said to includemany newfeatures in its design
and engineering, and particular attention wasdrawn to its planning, heating, lighting
and acoustics.

Exterior

Welsh sand-faced brick with artificial stone dressings over concrete frame with steel
frame to assembly hall, gymnasium, workshops and tower; flat (concrete)and low
pitched roofs. The design set out to clearly separate and articulate different areas
especially with a view to noise limitation, and so divided administrative and teaching
areas, and provided accommodation for the building department, and thegymnasium
andmusic department in separate blocks. Thebuildingencloses3 sidesof a courtyard,
with the separate blocks located outside the main area. The entrance is towards the
east of the building, in a long advanced 2-storyed wing of rusticated brickwork.
Alongside but of less height, to the SE is the projectingblock of the main lecture
theatre and former exhibition hall. This block has a shallow curve to its southern
elevation,which is decorated with Portland stone low relief panels representing the
crafts, by Darsie Rawlns. Running at right angles to the east of the entrance range
(and set back from the lecture theatre wing) is theWilliam Aston Hall (a 5-window
range) with lower ancillary blocks (green room, dressing roomsetc) to the east; low
reliefs (also by Darsie Rawlins)on its blind eastern elevation represent music and the
dramatic arts. Rear range continuing the line of the entrance hall originally housed
studentcommon roomswith offices andlibraryto first floor. Internal layoutmodified
c1992, when the single storyed rear range was also raised in height in similar style
(the original designhad allowed for such an addition). Refectory and canteen in short
wing running west of this range. Gymnasiumand music department off-set to NE,
linked to the main building by a coveredway. Main teaching block in long SWwing,
with rooms opening offa central corridoron each floor, terminating in clock tower
off-set over subsidiary entrance and stair hall. Running north of this is the science
wing, with single storeyed laboratory block projecting to west. Construction
department housed in separate block to NWbeyond. The building is characterised by
continuous bands of fenestration on each floor, with simple projecting concrete
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cornices, thrown forward as canopies over entrances, and with glass-brick lights to
stairs, and as side and overlights to side and rear entrances.

Interior

Decorative finishes are largely confined to the entrance hall, which has tiled walls
with stylised dragons, leeks and abstract representations of Welsh countryside,
designed by Peggy Angus. William Aston Hall retains its original fittings with
sloping floor and adjustable seating, and walls panelled in European ash andAfrican
walnut, to give resonance. Elsewhere, the building originally relied on the use of
colour as decoration.Main corridors in teaching areas have built-in lockers, provided
as partof the originaldesign, as werethe suspendedceilings concealingservice ducts,
and the use of acoustic tiles. Other internal details (the iron staircase balustrades, for
example), are characteristic of their period.

Reason for Designation

The building represents a landmark both in the provisionof technical education in
Wrexham (the college was built to serve the widerN-Wales region) and in design for
education, providing a highly functional plan, articulated for a precise use, together
with innovative services. It is an excellent, little-altered example of the architecture
of the early 1950's, and was considered outstanding at the time.

2.1.3.The historical background to the site and the development of the campus is set out in
the Heritage Impact Assessment prepared by The Environmental Dimension
Partnership Ltd, dated 2018.

2.2. BACKGROUND MAPS

2.2.1. A Masterplan document for the proposed development of the campus has been
produced and Figure 5 shows the proposals for the buildings (Figure 5). Figure 6 is
the demolition plan as of autumn 2022 (Figure 6). The buildings recorded for this
project are designated as on the Masterplan Map (Fig 5) as D Block, the Students
Union, and the Refectory which occupies the site labelled as “Proposed Learning
Gateway Building” at the northeastern end of the east wing of the main building.
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Figure 5 Masterplanshowing proposals for buildings (courtesyDay Architectural Ltd.)

Figure 6 DemolitionPlan (courtesyDay Architectural Ltd.)
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3. BuildingDescription

3.1. EXTERIORDESCRIPTION

3.1.1. The long axis of D Block and the Refectory runs South East to NorthWest. For the
purposes of the report the main elevations are the frontages on the North East and
South West with the narrow ends of the block being at the NW andat the SE (where
D Block joins the Refectory). The abbreviationsN, S, E and W will be used for the
principal points, L andR for Left andRight aswhen facing the features. R XXis also
used forRoomnumbersas indicatedon plans supplied bythe PropertiesManagement
Department. Photo viewpoints are based on the Demolition Plan Maps, where D
Block is Building 8 and the Refectory, Building 9 (See Figure 38 Below). The
Students UnionBuilding is Building 2 (See Figure 53)

3.1.2.Refectory and DBlock,Northern elevation (see Fig. XX for Room Numbers)

Figure 7 RefectoryNorth-easternelevation fromE.
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Figure 8 E WingNorth-easternentrance from NE, refectory on R.

Figure 9 Refectory, kitchenmain northeaster elevationfromNW.
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Figure 10 NE elevationKitchencold stores.

Figure 11 NE elevationKitchencold storesand storerooms.
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Figure 12 Link entrance betweenRefectoryonL and D Block on R.

Figure 13 D block NEelevationRoomsD10 and D 12.
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Figure 14 D block NEelevationR 14 - R16.

Figure 15 NE elevationD Block windowand concrete panel detail.
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Figure 16 D block R 24 - R 28 from NW.

Figure 17 NE elevationD Block R 18 – R 20
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Figure 18 NE elevationD block R 24 - R28.

Figure 19 NE Elevation D block corner detailing.
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Figure 20 NE elevationD Block corner detailing.
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Figure 21 D Block R 30 - R32 on L, NW elevationand entrance onR.

Figure 22 D Block R 30 - R32 on L, NW elevationand entrance onR.
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Figure 23 D Block NWelevationsteps to entrance from NE.
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Figure 24 D Block NWelevationstepsand ramp to entrance door.

Figure 25 D Block SW elevation ramp to entrance door in NW elevation.
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Figure 26 D Block SW elevation fromNW.

Figure 27 D Block SW elevation fromW across quadrangle.
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Figure 28 D Block SW elevationR 27 - R23.

Figure 29 D Block fromSW across quadrangle.
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Figure 30 D Block SW elevationR 21 - R 17.

Figure 31 D Block fromcentral doorway in NE elevationof front (SW) range of main building.
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Figure 32 D Block SW elevationR 15 - R 9.

Figure 33 Refectory dining room, SW elevation.
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Figure 34 Refectory dining room SW elevationand patio seatingarea.

Figure 35 Door to link betweenRefectory (R) and D Block (L).
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Figure 36 Refectory blockand patio from NW, the tall, multipane, stair windows,as showncentre,
are a feature of the first phase buildingsonthe campus.

Figure 37 SE elevation of Refectory, coveredwalkway to StudentsUnionBuildingon right.
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Figure 38 Refectory andD Block Photo viewpoints (basedonplan courtesyDay Architectural).
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3.1.3.Students Union (SU) Building

Figure 39 Walkway betweenRefectory (R) and SU building (L).

Figure 40 SU NW elevation from NW.



Glyndwr University, Wrexham 31

For the use of the Cassidy and Ashton © MACCS January 2023

Figure 41 Viewof SU from W.

Figure 42 SU SW elevation fromSW.
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Figure 43 Viewof SU from S Detail.

Figure 44 SU SW elevationmiddle windowsdetail.
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Figure 45 SU SW elevationR windowdetail.

Figure 46 SU SE elevation fromE.
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Figure 47 SU SE elevation, centre sectionwithentrance doorway.

Figure 48 SU SE elevation rainwatergoods, downpipe andhopper detail.
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Figure 49 SU NE Elevationview from NE.

Figure 50 SU NE elevation, formershowerblock at SE end.
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Figure 51 SU NE elevation,southerngoods loadingbay.

Figure 52 SU NE elevationNortherngoods loadingbay and northern sectionof elevation.
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Figure 53 Students UnionBuildingexternal photoviewpoints (basedon plan courtesy Day
Architectural Ltd).
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3.2. INTERIORDESCRIPTION

3.2.1. Refectory

Figure 54 GlyndwrUniversityRefectoryRoom identifierplan (plancourtesy GlyndwrUniversity).
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Figure 55 Refectory Entrance frommain corridor.

Figure 56 Main buildingcorridor, viewto NE entrance, Refectorymain entrance on left.
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Figure 57 Main corridor, window opposite Refectorymain entrance, detail.
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Figure 58 Refectory dining room lookingSE from NWend.

Figure 59 Openingbetweentwo parts of diningarea, stub walls are lightwells viewSE.
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Figure 60 Refectory dining roomNW sectionViewS from N corner.

Figure 61 Refectory restaurant, NW section roof beamdetails, viewSE.
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Figure 62 Refectory restaurant, NW sectionskylightdetails view SE.

Figure 63 Refectory SE sectionrooflightdetail from NW.
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Figure 64 Skylight endbeam detail, viewSE.

Figure 65 Ceilingbeamend details, viewSE.
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Figure 66 Refectory restaurant, NW area, NE elevation.

Figure 67 Refectory restaurant, NW area, NE elevation.
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Figure 68 Refectory restaurant, NW area, SW elevation.

Figure 69 Restaurant NW area SW elevationwindowdetail.
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Figure 70 Restaurant, SWstub divide betweenSEand NWsections.

Figure 71 NE stub dividingareas of restaurant, window in NW elevation.
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Figure 72 Refectory SE sectionof dining roomfrom NW.

Figure 73 SW stub dividingareas of restaurant, windowin SE elevation.



Glyndwr University, Wrexham 49

For the use of the Cassidy and Ashton © MACCS January 2023

Figure 74 Refectory, servery from W.

Figure 75 Refectory SE elevationwithmain entrance.



Glyndwr University, Wrexham 50

For the use of the Cassidy and Ashton © MACCS January 2023

Figure 76 Main entrance doors, detail.

Figure 77 Servery area fromS.
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Figure 78 Northern area of servery from S.

Figure 79 Viewof servery from SE.
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Figure 80 Viewof servery fromnorthern end, viewto SE.

Figure 81 Restaurant, SE elevation fromSE.



Glyndwr University, Wrexham 53

For the use of the Cassidy and Ashton © MACCS January 2023

Figure 82 Restaurant windows on SW elevation of SE section. Note window on R, on stub that
dividesparts of restaurant.

Figure 83 Windowand emergencyexitdoors on SW elevation, detail.
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Figure 84 Restaurant SE section, ceilingwithgrooved decorative details in tiles, fromSE.

Figure 85 Restaurant SE sectionceilingwith grooveddecorative detailing, fromNW.
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Figure 86 Restaurant SE sectionlight fiĻ ings.

Figure 87 Restaurant SE sectionlight fiĻ ingdetail.
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Figure 88 Restaurant SE sectionlight fiĻ ingdetail.

Figure 89 Restaurant SE sectionlight fiĻ ingdetail.
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Figure 90 ViewNE fromNW Restaurant section through wash up to service corridor.

Figure 91 NW elevationofwash up.



Glyndwr University, Wrexham 58

For the use of the Cassidy and Ashton © MACCS January 2023

Figure 92 Wash up, light, and former skylightor vent.

Figure 93 Wash up SW elevation (withpermissionof staff member).
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Figure 94 Door from NWsectionof restaurant to ServiceCorrido.

Figure 95 Service Corridor viewfromkitchen to SE door and link to D Block.
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Figure 96 Service corridor NW end ceilingdetail viewto SE.

Figure 97 Service corridor NW endceilingdetail viewto NW.
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Figure 98Kitchen, viewupkitchenpassage, cookingand preparation onL, prepand hatch to servery
on R.

Figure 99 ViewE across Kitchen(with permissionof staff).
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Figure 100 KitchenNE elevationwindows (see Fig. 34 for exterior).

Figure 101 KitchenSE storage area, store rooms on L.
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Figure 102 KitchenStore in E corner.

Figure 103 Kitchen, viewN across kitchen to NE elevation.
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Figure 104 KitchenSE elevationwindowdetail, alternate top panes have extractor fans.

Figure 105 KitchenSW elevation.Hatch to Serveryarea.
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Figure 106 Kitchen, SW elevationDoor to north endof serveryarea.

Figure 107 KitchenSW elevation, doorto wash up room.
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Figure 108 Kitchenservice corridor, viewto NW, cold store door on R.

Figure 109 Kitchenservice corridor, store rooms on NE side, original signage for Crockery store.
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Figure 110 Service corridor, store room on NE side.

Figure 111 Service Corridor store room, suspendedceilingand light fiĻ ingsdetail.
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Figure 112 Service corridor, Managers office,Nend of corridor, NE elevation.

Figure 113 Service corridor, NE side Manager'soffice,N endof NE side of corridor, ceilingdetail.
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Figure 114 Refectory Interior Photoviewpoints (plancourtesy GlyndwrUniversity)
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3.2.2.D Block

Figure 115 D Block R 9 electrical distributionboard in store room.
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Figure 116 D Block R10Property manager'soffice NE elevation(with permissionof staff member).

Figure 117 D Block R10Property manager'soffice SW elevation.


