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Summary

Purpose of Report:

To comply with Condition 8 of Wrexham Borough Council Planning Application Ref P/
2020/0691.

A Photographic Survey equivalent to an Historic England Photographic Survey -
Understanding Historic Buildings 2016 Paragraph 5.5 page 27.

Reason:

To secure a full photographic record of the original building prior to alteration, conversion
or demolition.

1.0 Introduction

Anne Lloyd Morris BSc, DipTP, AADipCons, MRTPI, IHBC is commissioned by Dr Tim
Latham to carry out a photographic survey of “The Engine Shed” at Chwarel Wynne,
which is approved to be converted into a two bedroomed self contained annexe for
tourist accommodation under planning permission Ref P/2020/0691.
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2.0 Site Location
21 Ordnance Survey Plan 1:2500
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Topographic Survey
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2.3 Old Sketch “Surface Plan of The Wynne Slate Quarry” found at Office
Cottage.
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3.0 Planning Background.

3.1

former Engine Shed.
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Glyndwr District Council Planning Ref. 11/3731

16 October 1979 : Establishment of Museum/Educational/Interpretive Centre in the
C ;
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3.2 Glyndwr District Council Planning Ref. 11/4339

26 June 1980: Details of alterations and conversion of the former Engine Shed into
Museum and toilet block, including new septic tank, submitted in accordance with
Condition No.3 of Planning permission Ref 11/3731
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4.0 Methodology
The Engine Shed was photographed by Anne Lloyd Morris on 9 May 2019.

The full photographic report will be submitted to the Historic Environment Record Office
at Clwyd Powys Archaeological trust for inclusion in the regional Historic Environment
Record.

Photographs were taken of the following aspects:
+ External Elevations
* Internal Elevations
* Internal Roof Structure: Timber Roof Trusses

 Architectural Details: Windows, Doors, Cast Iron Columns

5.0 Historic Context

Slate has been surface quarried on a small, sporadic scale in the Ceiriog Valley for
centuries, as referenced in the records of Chirk Castle Estate as far back as 1329.

The Wynne Quarry got its name from Sir Edward Wynne of New Hall who is believed to
have worked the quarry in the middle of the 18th Century.

By the time of the mid 19th Century boom of Welsh slate quarrying, there were several
small scale surface quarrying sites up and down the Ceiriog Valley.

The first quarrying enterprise on a large scale came into the region in 1857 with the
forming of the Cambrian Slate Company.

The Cambrian Slate Company had begun some underground quarrying/mining
operations in the late 1860’s but the Wynne Slate Quarry did not begin mining its slate
until 1888 or 1889 when an adit was driven North into the quarry face to test the
thickness of the vein beneath the hillside."

6.0 Conclusion

It is reasonable to conclude that the Engine Shed and other mining related buildings,
including “Bronydd” (the Mine Owner’s Residence) on the site of Chwarel Wynne, are
presumed to all date to the late Victorian period, around 1888-89.

1 A detailed history of The Wynne Slate Quarry, Glyn Ceiriog. J.G.Isherwood. June 2006
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7.0 List of Photographs
7.1 EXTERNAL
Ext Photo 1.

Oblique North East elevation showing the hipped roof of “Bronydd” behind.

Ext Photo 2. Oblique South and East elevation with the quarry face in the
background.
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Ext Photo 3.

Oblique East and North elevation showing back painted timber fascia boards, horizontal
feather edge boarding to the apex of the gable, with slate stone walling below punctuated
with a pair of fixed small-pane cast iron windows within wooden frames.
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Ext Photo 4.

North Elevation (Eastern half) showing detail of slate stone walling, corrugated asbestos/
cement sheet roof, timber boarded doors and frames, and large timber windows with
narrow glazing bars.

* Note belt wheel positioned against the wall on the left and the small quarry tramway
buggy in the fore-ground.

Ext Photo 5.

Detail of large
timber windows.
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Ext Photo 6.

North elevation (Western half) showing relation of the Engine Shed to the mine owners
residence “Bronydd” in the background.

Also showing detail of rendered walls, open verandah on cast-iron columns.

Ext Photo 7.
Detail of cast
iron columns
supporting
the open
verandah.
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7.2 INTERNAL PHOTOGRAPHS (Refer to Floorplan Drawing in Chapter 8)

Int Photo 1.

TRUSS A : View east showing pitch pine Victorian King Post truss with diagonal struts,
tie-beam, principal rafters, and back purlins with cleats in the apex of the gable at the
East end of the shed.

Internal detail of fixed small-pane cast iron windows within wooden frames in east
elevation.

Note the rusted old iron implements such as saw and fork etc attached to the truss.

www.heritage-planning.co.uk info@heritage-planning.co.uk 150f 21



http://www.heritage-planning.co.uk

Int Photo 2.

TRUSS B: View East showing pitch pine Victorian king post roof truss with diagonal
struts, tie-beam, principal rafters, and back purlins with cleats.

Stone walls (unplastered) and corrugated asbestos sheet roof with perspex panels on
the south facing roof slope.
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Int Photo 3.

TRUSS C: View West showing pitch pine Victorian king post roof truss with diagonal
struts, tie-beam, principal rafters, and back purlins with cleats.

Note the “Danger” notices in relation to blasting and shot-firing and “Warning” notices
relating to moving engine/machinery belts.
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Int Photo 4.

Detail of internal elevation of the north facing slate stone wall with large window.
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8.0 Drawings Submitted for Planning Application P/2020/0691

8.1 Existing Elevations

heet: i

\\\\\\\\\

EXISTING ELEVATIONS
ELEVATION A The Engine House.
Scale : .75 @ AS

ELEVATION C
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8.2 Proposed Elevations

roof re-slated

K

ELEVATION B

re-slated roof
ner

PROPOSED ELEVATIONS
The Engine House.
ELEVATION A Scale : 1:75 @ A3

ELEVATION C
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8.3 Existing and Proposed Floor Plan

Internal
miprois | parion
. . wall ol
b IO Tkuss lc ﬁ

TRUSSA TRUSS B EXISTING GROUND FLOOR PLAN\ ExpmowsaTopn /
iron columns

[ B |

\:_
= A f
o — | - E 0

PROFPOSED GROUND FLOOR PLAN

The Engine House.
Scale : 1175 @ A3

End of Report
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