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For the Attention of: Ms S. Hill – Case Officer
Wrexham County Borough Council

[By Email: planning@wrexham.gov.uk] 

25 July 2022
 
Dear Ms Hill

PLANNING APPLICATION: P/2022/0608

Reserved matters pursuant to outline planning permission P/2018/0139 (Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale) - 5 dwellings at Land South of Pinecroft, Afoneitha Road, Penycae, Wrexham

Thank you for your consultation letter of 5 July 2022 seeking the views of the Coal Authority on the above planning application.

The Coal Authority is a non-departmental public body sponsored by the Department of Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy. As a statutory consultee, the Coal Authority has a duty to respond to planning applications and development plans in order to protect the public and the environment in mining areas.

The Coal Authority Response: Material Consideration

The application site falls within the defined Development High Risk Area; therefore within the application site and surrounding area there are coal mining features and hazards which need to be considered in relation to development proposals. More specifically, the Coal Authority’s information indicates that a coal seam outcrops at or close to the surface of the site, which may have been worked in the past. Such workings can pose a risk of ground instability and may give rise to the emission of mine gases.

You may recall that a Coal Mining Risk Assessment report (3 January 2018, prepared by NKC Geotech Ltd) supported outline application P/2018/0139. This report, which was informed by the results of five boreholes drilled at the site, identified the Half Yard coal seam at shallow depth and the probable outcrop of the Stone Coal seam (which dips east) in one borehole in the eastern part of the site. No evidence of former mine workings was recorded.

Based on the results of the site investigations the report concluded that, subject to the built development being located to the western (barren) side of the outcropping Stone Coal seam, there was no requirement for further investigatory, remedial or mitigatory measures to address coal mining related subsidence. Although the use of raft foundations was recommended due to the thickness of fill identified during drilling.

Having reviewed the proposed ‘Planning: Site & Location Plan’ (Drawing No. R119/006 Rev. B), we note that the proposed layout, for which approval is now sought, has been designed is such a way as to ensure that built development would be located to the west of the Stone Coal seam outcrop as defined within the Coal Mining Risk Assessment report. As such, the Coal Authority wishes to raise no objection to this Reserved Matters submission.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Yours sincerely
	
James Smith	

James Smith BSc. (Hons), Dip.URP, MRTPI
Planning and Development Manager


Disclaimer

The above consultation response is provided by The Coal Authority as a Statutory Consultee and is based upon the latest available data on the date of the response, and electronic consultation records held by The Coal Authority since 1 April 2013.  The comments made are also based upon only the information provided to The Coal Authority by the Local Planning Authority and/or has been published on the Council's website for consultation purposes in relation to this specific planning application.  The views and conclusions contained in this response may be subject to review and amendment by The Coal Authority if additional or new data/information (such as a revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the Local Planning Authority or the Applicant for consultation purposes.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In formulating this response The Coal Authority has taken full account of the professional conclusions reached by the competent person who has prepared the Coal Mining Risk Assessment or other similar report.  In the event that any future claim for liability arises in relation to this development The Coal Authority will take full account of the views, conclusions and mitigation previously expressed by the professional advisers for this development in relation to ground conditions and the acceptability of development.
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