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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
PLANNING APPLICATION 
Proposed change of use to taxi booking office
7 Trinity Street, Wrexham
Background: The application relates to a proposal to change a former retail unit to a taxi booking office with customer waiting area. The site is located opposite the central bus station
Planning Policy:
The Wrexham UDP shows the site as on a street where an environmental enhancement scheme is proposed (policy EC100. It is also shown for traffic management scheme (policy T7) It is not clear what precisely was envisaged but given the high volume of traffic serving the bus station and the fact that all traffic leaving King Street it is difficult to see what measures could have been put in place.  
The draft Local Development Plan removes these policies and simply shows the site as within the town centre area.

THE PROPOSAL 

This proposal is to relocate an existing taxi office located from King Street. The property is only rented and is very small and has been totally inadequate to provide safe condition for employees and for customers wishing to shelter in adverse weather conditions.
Because of its tenancy conditions it has not been practical to provide an attractive environment for customers. A warm and friendly environment will be provided which will be safe and comfortable.

The office will be staffed 24 hours per day by a receptionist. The office will be open to customers during the daytime to provide a waiting room. Outside those hours the door will be locked to protect staff safety.
Assessment:
The site is conveniently located adjacent to the bus station so that customers can interchange either onto longer distance bus services or from busses to shorter distances within the town centre. There is easy access to other parts of the town via Rhoddu Road onto the inner ring road.

The company already operates using this street to exit from its King St premises so there will be no appreciable change in traffic or noise/disturbance.

Conclusion: This is an ideal location for the proposal and the Council is asked to approve it. It will bring into use a vacant unit and improve its appearance.
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