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Dear Sir/Madam
Planning Application - REFURBISHMENT OF EXISTING VISITOR CAR PARK,  ERDDIG HALL,  ERDDIG, WREXHAM

 Thank you for your letter of 25 October 2018 inviting our comments on the information submitted for the above planning application.  

Advice

Having carefully considered the information provided with this planning application, we have no objections to the impact of the proposed development on the registered historic park and garden at Erddig.  Our assessment of the application is given below.
Our role
Our statutory role in the planning process is to provide the local planning authority with an assessment concerned with the likely impact that the proposal will have on scheduled monuments, registered historic parks and gardens, registered historic landscapes where an Environmental Impact Assessment is required and development likely to have an impact on the outstanding universal value of a World Heritage Site.  We do not provide an assessment of the likely impact of the development on listed buildings or conservation areas, as these are matters for the local authority. 

It is for the local planning authority to weigh our assessment against all the other material considerations in determining whether to approve planning permission. 
National Policy  

Applications for planning permission are considered in light of the Welsh Government’s land use planning policy and guidance contained in Planning Policy Wales (PPW), Technical Advice Notes and related guidance.  

PPW (Chapter 6 – The Historic Environment) explains that the conservation of archaeological remains is a material consideration in determining a planning application, whether those remains are a scheduled monument or not. Where nationally important archaeological remains, whether scheduled or not, and their settings are likely to be affected by proposed development, there should be a presumption in favour of their physical protection in situ. It will only be in exceptional circumstances that planning permission will be granted if development would result in an adverse impact on a scheduled monument (or an archaeological site shown to be of national importance) or has a significantly damaging effect upon its setting. Technical Advice Note 24: The Historic Environment elaborates by explaining that there is a presumption against proposals which would involve significant alteration or cause damage, or which would have a significant impact on the setting of remains. 

Assessment
This application is for the proposed refurbishment of the existing visitor car park at the National Trust property, Erddig.  Erddig is a grade I registered historic park and garden.  The proposal seeks to provide a hard-wearing surface to the visitor car park, which currently suffers from water logging.  The proposed materials are a SUDS gravel filled mesh for the parking bays and a chipping finish to the bitmac road.  Proposed grass areas and hedges between the groups of parking bays together with additional tree planting, including heritage fruit trees with some espaliers, seeks to soften the landscaping and reduce the visual impact.  

The application is supported by a Tree Condition & Arboricultural Impact Assessment report which sets out those trees to be retained and those which due to poor condition or to facilitate development will be removed and replaced.  The removal of mature trees in good condition to facilitate this development is undesirable and it may be possible to amend the layout slightly to retain mature trees that would otherwise not be removed.  However, overall the impact of the proposals on the registered park and garden is likely to be slight and not significant.    

Yours faithfully

Nick Segust
Diogelu a Pholisi/ Protection and Policy
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 Llywodraeth Cymru (Cadw) yn hyrwyddo 
gwaith cadwraeth ar gyfer amgylchedd hanesyddol Cymru a gwerthfawrogiad ohono.

The Welsh Government Historic Environment Service (Cadw) promotes the  conservation 
and appreciation of Wales’s historic environment. 
Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg ac yn Saesneg.
We welcome correspondence in both English and Welsh.
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