Heritage Impact Statement

Regarding: 
Proposed works to 
25b Chester Street
Wrexham
LL13 8BG
Your reference: 
PP-07162845 (planning portal)

Additional information to the existing application for the ground floor work, as requested by Mrs Mared Rees in an email on the 25th of October 2018
Other parties involved: 
Anna Irwin, Conservation and Environment Lead
Simon Wingett, landlord

Proposed work:
See submitted and amended applications on the portal (planning and listed building consent)

Objective:
To redecorate an existing business premises in order to make it fit as a medical clinic. Includes installation of wooden stud walls and the installation of a new WC at the back of the building. In order to achieve the objective, we wish to remove a rather unattractive set of stairs and install the WC in its footprint. The ceiling of this new WC will become the floor in a cupboard on the 1st floor. 
Mr Simon Wingett informed us that the back staircase was put in by his late father’s cabinet maker circa 1950’s/60’s when the upstairs was residential.

Significance of affected fabric:
These minor alterations are internal only and no changes are proposed to the outside of the building or its external appearance. The removal of this defunct staircase can hardly be thought to adversely affect any of the fabric of the building. No structural alterations are required.

Assessing beneficial impact:
Removes an unattractive later addition to the building. Helps to improve the internal layout and function of the building, both for the proposed business premises alterations on the ground level and the residential update for the upper floors. Removes an unnecessary and potentially unsafe (and difficult to insure) internal connection between a residential and business space. Helps the functionality of the ground floor by utilising ‘dead space’ in the premises, close to existing access to water and drainage point. 
Alternative solutions would involve taking away space better utilised for useful offices/clinical rooms and storage. 

Assessing harmful impact:
The only perceivable harmful impact might be loss of a fire access point for any upstairs residents. Having said that the drop from a window in the first-floor forms multiple easy escape routes for the first floor. The top floor has its own fire escape which will be unaffected. Mr Simon Wingett can inform you how he intends to alter and provide access to the residential floors in a separate application, as required.

Proposed solution:
See submitted application and above. 


Kind regard,
On behalf of myself, Dr James Dean and Beechwood Medical Ltd T/A Freyja Medical

[bookmark: _GoBack](emailed)
_______________________
Dr H Thorsteinsson
Co-director
Freyja Medical
25A Chester Street
Wrexham
LL13 8BG
07837 754456
01978 688799
contact@freyjamedical.com (preferred means of contact)


