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HERITAGE ASSET:
History
A timber-framed hall house, probably of C15 or early C16 date, which was remodelled in 1677 by the insertion of an upper floor over the hall, and by the partial reconstruction of the external walls, together with the extension of the cross wing to the W.
Exterior
Painted brick externally, with rubble in gable end; some timber-framing survives in rear wall; slate roofs. Main range with advanced W cross wing; rear wing to E a later addition. Lateral stack to rear, and front wall stack in right-hand corner; side wall stacks to W cross wing. Doorway towards right of main range (at one end of the hall), a studded door with strap hinges in moulded stone architrave, with date 1677 and initials T over R.E. 3-light casement windows, renewed in earlier openings (one of which has steep single-ring cambered head) to ground floor; 2-light small-paned casements in gabled dormers with expressed barge-boards and braced pendant finials within the roof above. Right-hand wing has steep single ring head to window with blocked doorway alongside, and 2-light casements in its gable end. Paired stacks are stone with dentilled brick shafts. The lateral stack of the main hall range is similar, with well coursed and squared stone work terminating in a moulded cornice, surmounted by a dentilled brick shaft.
Interior
Plan comprises hall with opposed entrances at its E end: single bay 'low' end to the right, and 'high' end to the left, a single room within the original building line, and an advanced wing of later date. Square-panelled timber framing exposed in partition walls at each end of hall, and in S wall of the room at its 'high' end. Hall has rear wall fireplace with rough bressumer; 2 chamfered lateral beams with shaped stops. Paired chamfered arched headed doorways (one now blocked) in partition wall at lower end of hall (below the opposed entrances), and a third doorway giving access to secondary stairs. Main staircase (of 1677) built against partition wall at high end of hall: shaped pierced balusters, moulded closed string and hand-rail, square newels with shaped finials. The original central truss of the open hall is visible upstairs: a steeply cambered and chamfered tie beam is carried on brackets (said to be from a base cruck), and has raking braces. The partition trusses have cambered tie-beams with queen posts, and wind-braces are visible over the 'low' end.

SIGNIFICANCE

Historical hall house.  Well preserved.  There are four chimneys on the property.  3 have been repaired by the current owners at some expense (these were previously agreed by Anna Irwin) and done to the specification requested using appropriate materials etc.

SETTING OF A HERITAGE ASSET

The hall is set in the centre of its own grounds and is a woodland setting with a brook.  

The chimney in question risks severely damaging the east wing of the house because it has a significant lean and is damaged.  

The builder (who repaired the other three chimneys) and Structural Engineer advise that the chimney is perilous and beyond repair.  

Delaying removing this problem risks collapse of the chimney onto the building, thereby ruining the conserved building (in part) – a point that has been raised, not least as winter storms approach.

Unlike the other chimneys at the hall, this one is much later (Victorian) of which there are countless examples in Wrexham.  The chimney is not of particular historic significance, though we would have liked to preserve it were it possible (as we have the others)  – we are instructed that this is not possible.

This particular chimney (and east wing generally) are of low significance compared to the rest of the house, which has much more historic significance.  Nonetheless, the chimney will be documented, numbered, cleaned, taken down to keep bricks intact and stored carefully.  All of this will again be at the owners’ further expense.  

FEATURE:  Victorian chimney circa 1850
DESCRIPTION:  As per structural engineer report.  Buttressed Victorian ‘working’ chimney for a coal fireplace that was long ago removed
PROPOSED WORKS:  the works will remove the chimney, which is not particularly visible in any case.  The roof will be made good and sealed to protect the rest of the house and the materials will match (slates and ridge tiles to match the rest of the roof)
POSSIBLE IMPACT:  This move will protect the property from a chimney collapse.  It will also stop the smell of damp coming into the chimney from the broken bricks and mortar in places.  The chimney is almost ‘industrial’ looking whereas the others are aesthetic and match to the house.  
JUSTIFICATION:  Safety grounds to protect people and the rest of the house

Please see photos supplied and the report of the structural engineer enclosed within the application.
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