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Wrexham County Borough Council  
 
 
Date: 23rd April 2018 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
CHANGE OF USE OF TREVOR VILLA TO MIXED USE INCLUDING ACCOMMODATION AND 
ANCILLARY SERVICES TO TREVOR BARNS AND ERECTION OF TIMBER HOSTEL TO 
CREATE 4NO SLEEPING QUARTERS AND WASHROOM / WC FACILITIES FRO SHORT -
TERM GUESTS. 
TOWER HILL BARNS, TREVOR VILLA, LLANGOLLEN ROAD, TREVOR, WREXHAM  
 
Thank you for referring the above planning application received at our office 17th April 2018. 
 
We recommend that you should only grant planning permission for the scheme if it can meet the 
following requirements, to address significant concerns that we have identified.  Provided these 
requirements are met, we would not object to the scheme. 
 
Requirement: The applicant confirms that the foul drainage will be connected to the mains sewer, 
otherwise demonstrate it is not feasible to connect to the main sewer. 
 
Foul Drainage 
 
Requirement: The applicant confirms that the foul drainage will be connected to the mains sewer, 
otherwise demonstrate it is not feasible to connect to the main sewer. 
 
We have significant concerns with this application as submitted as it appears as though the 
development site is near a public sewer system, and that the application indicates that foul 
drainage will be by means of a package treatment plant.  
 
The installation of a private sewage treatment facility within an area where it may be considered 
reasonable to connect to the public sewer system is not considered environmentally acceptable. 
The first option should be is that a connection to the mains will be made.  
 
We would therefore be opposed to such facilities unless the developer can demonstrate that it is 
not reasonable to connect to the public system. In this respect, the applicant should thoroughly 
investigate the possibility of connecting to the foul sewer by taking the following steps:  
 
1.    Formally approach the sewerage undertaker regarding a connection under Section 98 or 
Section 106 of the Water Industry Act (WIA) 1991, as appropriate 
 
2.    Serve notice for connection under Section 98 or Section 106 of the WIA 1991 if the sewerage 
undertaker has refused connection  
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3.    Provide details of the reasons given by the sewerage undertaker if it has refused connection 
under Section 106 of the WIA 1991 and confirm that this decision has been appealed to Ofwat 
 
OR: 
 
Provide details of the undertakings, security and payment required by the sewerage undertaker 
under Section 98 of the WIA 1991.  
 
Provide confirmation that the applicant considers these to be reasonable and does not intend to 
appeal against them.  
 
4.    Demonstrate that it is not reasonable to connect to the public foul sewer 
 
Lack of capacity or plans to improve capacity in the sewer is not a valid reason for a sewerage 
undertaker to refuse connection under Section 106 of the WIA 1991 and we may refuse to issue a 
discharge consent for private treatment facilities in such circumstances. 
 
Protected Species 
We note that there is no information about protected species with the application and, therefore, 
are assuming that your Authority has screened the application and concluded that there is not a 
reasonable likelihood of protected species being present. 
 
Landfill 
According to our records the proposed development site is located near to land that is, or has 
been, used for the deposition of waste material. We would therefore advise you to consult with the 
local authority's Environmental Health and Building Control Departments, as they may hold 
detailed records, and may wish to make appropriate recommendations in respect of landfill gas 
investigation/remedial work. The developers should be made aware of the existence of the landfill 
site(s) so that they can decide whether or not to make their own investigations into the presence of 
landfill gas. It should also be noted that Waste Management Paper 27 states "It has been found 
that many sites which have taken only supposedly 'inert' waste have produced gas". 
 
Pollution Prevention  
Any waste excavation material or building waste generated in the course of the development must 
be disposed of satisfactorily and in accordance with Section 33 and 34 of the Environmental 
Protection Act 1990. Carriers transporting waste from the site must be registered waste carriers 
and movement of any Hazardous Waste from the site must be accompanied by Hazardous waste 
consignment notes.  
 
Suitable pollution prevention measures will need to be in place during construction to minimise any 
risk of pollution, in particular giving the close proximity of watercourses.   
 
In particular, we refer you to the Pollution Prevention Guidelines  
 
PPG1: Understanding Your Environmental Responsibilities – Good Environmental Practices  
GPP5: Works in, near or over watercourses  
PPG6: Working at construction and demolition sites  
 
The Guidance are available at the following link:  
 



 
 

  www.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk 
www.cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk Page 3 of 3 

http://www.netregs.org.uk/environmental-topics/pollution-prevention-guidelines-ppgs-and-
replacement-series/guidance-for-pollution-prevention-gpps-full-list/ 
 
Our comments above only relate specifically to matters that are included on our checklist “Natural 
Resources Wales and Planning Consultations” (March 2015) which is published on our website: 
(https://naturalresources.wales/planning-and-development/planning-and-development/?lang=en). 
We have not considered potential effects on other matters and do not rule out the potential for the 
proposed development to affect other interests, including environmental interests of local 
importance. The applicant should be advised that, in addition to planning permission, it is their 
responsibility to ensure that they secure all other permits/consents relevant to their development. 
  
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require further information or clarification on any of the 
above.  
 
Yn gywir / Yours’ faithfully,  
 

 
Ruth Prichard  

Ymgynghorydd Cynllunio Datblygu / Development Planning Advisor 
Ebost/Email: Ruth.Prichard@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk 

Deialu uniongyrchol/Direct dial: (0300) 065 3787 Siaradwr Cymraeg / Welsh Speaker  
 
cc:  
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