CAMBRIAN 2,
WREXHAM TECHNOLOGY PARK, WREXHAM.

App ref P/2018/0609
Design and Access Statement.
I refer to the above site and retrospective planning application for the change of use from offices to teaching/training use of the first floor for Bangor University.

This statement gives some background to the submitted planning application in order to explain the situation and its context.

The Site, Background and Uses..

The application site forms the first floor of a two storey building which itself is part of 3 building development which has been established for many years.

The ground floor of Cambrian 2 is used for office accommodation for the applicants, Bangor University, whilst the first floor has been used since 2015 for teaching/training of health care professionals. 

The site is served by a large car park directly in front of the buildings with further, larger car parks available on the access roads to the site.
Access is via the main entrance door which leads to a stairwell and lift serving the first floor.

Bangor University occupied the building, by way of a sub lease from Abbey National ( now Santander) for teaching and training purposes until around 2005 and altered the office rooms to teaching rooms and also created a lecture theatre as indicated on the submitted plans.

The University, when the lease became available, re-occupied again in October 2015. The teaching rooms and lecture theatre had not been altered and remained in situ as Abbey National, the previous lessee, did not occupy the building for a considerable time before the lease ended and left it in its present condition.

The landlords, Wrexham Borough Council, require the planning situation to be regularised and the application which has been submitted to deal with this situation.

The use of the site for teaching/training of health care professionals by Bangor University is associated with the other medical facilities in the immediate area and are a valuable asset to the community and profession as a whole.
Character.

The utilitarian building is not to be altered either internally or externally and the character of the premises will remain as is.

Design.
As stated previously no changes are required to the building. The original design of the building as offices, other than the lecture theatre, is being retained. The lecture theatre change was purely internal with a raised dias and seating being installed.

Scale and Appearance.
The scale and appearance of the building is not changing.

Community Safety.

This facility will enable an appropriate use to continue within a safe and stable environment and the teaching/training use by Bangor University will enable proper management of buildings, people and surrounds to continue.

Sustainability.

The application site is sustainably located being close to Wrexham town centre and the public transport modes (bus and train) available in close proximity.

Whilst car parking is available to serve the development the site is served by local bus services on the immediate access road and is also close to local housing.

Accessibility/Movement to and from.

In association with above the development is accessible to the local area and beyond via public transport. The building itself provides level access to the ground floor and a lift to the first floor, which again provides level access to all rooms.

The surrounding area leading to building is also level with appropriate road crossing points and signage.

Economy.

The development is an important teaching/training facility not only locally but throughout North Wales. The facility serves a wide range of health care professionals whose skills are available for the whole community and the teaching/training on offer feeds into all areas of medical and social care.

This is a valuable facility and is part of a major commitment by Bangor University in the Wrexham area.

Planning.

The change of use of the offices to teaching/training purposes has been taking place at this building for years without any detriment being caused to interests of acknowledged importance.

There are to be no changes to the existing building and the teaching/training uses, plus hours of operation are very similar to that of an office use.

There are no transport issues in relation to the use with car parking available along with good access to public transport modes.

In terms of value to the community, this facility run by a renowned university provides excellent teaching and training and adds value to the community and area as whole.  
