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1.0 Introduction 
  
1.1 The Ark Company Landscape Architects were instructed by Gower Homes Ltd. in January 2018 to prepare the 

following Landscape Management Plan for an approved residential development on land at Boozey Fields, 

Gwersyllt, Wrexham. The purpose of the plan is to ensure that existing and new landscape features are 

protected, maintained and nurtured for the duration of the proposed development achieving, so far as possible, 

a mature, relatively self-sustaining landscape with only limited necessary annual inputs to ensure health, 

vigour and sustained visual amenity value. 

  
  
2.0 Proposed landscape features 
  
2.1 The proposed development (refer to drawing 05/115/07 v1.5) comprises a mix of housing, roads, and 

associated hard and soft landscape elements set within an enveloping framework of more mature existing 

landscape features to be retained and protected during developed and then maintained with new features as 

set out below. The working boundary for landscape management, excluding adopted roads and footways) is 

provided (Drawing 05/115/09 v1.5) but reference will also need to be made to the original landscape planning 

and implementation drawings as noted below reduced copies of which are embedded into the appendices . 

Land within private ownership will be the responsibility of residents and thereby excluded from the plan unless 

it abuts features of wider significance such as boundary hedgerows and trees. 

  
2.2 Existing landscape features primarily comprise mature / semi-mature boundary trees and hedgerows. Existing 

internal grassland areas will largely be lost or disturbed during development works. 

  
2.3 New hard landscape features (excluding adopted roads / paths and features within private curtilages) will 

include communal driveways, parking areas, amenity pathways / cycle routes and reinforced grass access 

tracks. Boundary elements (refer to dwg.08 – boundaries & finishes) with outward facing sides include 1.8m 

brick walls to rear gardens, 1.8m timber panel fences to rear gardens, 1200mm chestnut pale fencing to new 

buffer strip hedgerows and timber knee rails to some access road frontages. 

  
2.4 New soft landscape features (excluding those within private curtilages) will include new tree, shrub and 

perennial planting, native hedgerows, amenity grassland areas, wildflower grassland areas, reinforced grass 

access strips,  

  
2.5 Abnormal site-specific landscape features requiring consideration include landscape buffer strips to areas 

existing boundary trees which will abut private curtilages in places, a service easement across private gardens 

and public open space areas overlying underground water storage infrastructure. 

  
2.6 There are no Public Rights of Way running across the site however there are proposed foot / cycle routes 

across public open space areas for communal use to the eastern and western ends  of the site. Three open 

space areas will be provided but no play areas / play equipment. 
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3.0 Hard Landscape Management 
  
3.1 Adopted roads and footways together with parking areas and paths within private ownership will be 

maintained by others and do not form part of the Landscape Management Plan. 

  
3.2 Communal driveways, parking areas, amenity pathways / cycle routes and reinforced grass access  will 

need to be kept litter free throughout the year and fallen leaves collected and removed in the Autumn. Surface 

construction should be regularly monitored and promptly reinstated or reported in the event of significant 

defects, failures or excessive wear occurring.  

  
3.3 Grass reinforcement should be regularly monitored and promptly reinstated or reported in the event of 

significant defects, failures or excessive wear occurring. Badly eroded or failing grass areas should be over -

seeded in Spring or Autumn and maintained to ensure satisfactory re -establishment 

  
3.4 1.8m brick walls to rear gardens should not require active maintenance but should be routinely inspected, 

particularly after periods of high winds or frost, and promptly reinstated or reported in the event of significant 

defects, failures, excessive wear or vandalism occurring. 

  
3.5 1.8m timber panel fences to rear gardens should regularly monitored, particularly after periods of high winds, 

and promptly reinstated in the event of significant defects, failures, excessive wear or vandalism occurring. 

Significant areas of rot should be cut out and replaced as necessary to ensure posts and panels remain safe 

and functional at all times. 

  
3.6 1200mm chestnut pale fencing to new buffer strip hedgerows should be retained and maintained as 

necessary until hedgerow plants have adequately grown and knitted together to form an effective barrier at 

which time fencing may be removed and disposed of off-site. Chestnut pale fencing should be routinely 

inspected, particularly after periods of high winds, and promptly reinstated in the event of significant defects, 

failures, excessive wear or vandalism occurring. 

  
3.7 Timber knee rails to some access road frontages should regularly monitored and promptly reinstated in the 

event of significant defects, failures, excessive wear or vandalism occurring. Significant areas of rot should be 

cut out and replaced as necessary to ensure posts and rails remain safe and functional at all times.  
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4.0 Soft Landscape Management 
  
4.1 Soft landscape areas, finishes and establishment are set out on drawings 05/117/04 to 06 copies of which 

should be retained for reference at all times. Establishment operations are set out on drawing 04 to ensure 

new planting develops satisfactorily into and established soft landscape harmonious with existing landscape 

features around the site boundaries. During and beyond this stage, for the lifetime of the development, the 

whole of the soft landscape should be managed as set out below, monthly operations will vary according to 

season and are set out in the following schedule of annual opeartions . 

  
4.2 Existing mature / semi-mature trees (refer to tree survey schedule at Appendix 1) should be inspected twice 

annually in Spring and Autumn for signs of damage or decay, in the event of a significant defect a qualified 

arborist should be appointed to undertake a tree specific survey and action taken according to the resulting 

report. In the event of serious damage or health issues to prominent or visually significant trees , trees within 

Conservation Areas or trees covered by a TPO the report should be passed to the County tree officers for their 

information and comment prior to any action being taken unless public safety is an over-riding concern in 

which case comment should be sought as soon as possible and only the minimum necessary work done to 

make the tree / trees safe. Implementation programmes for any necessary tree work are to comply with the 

current British Standard BS-3998 'Recommendations for tree work’.  

  
4.3 Existing mature hedgerows should be kept clear of litter, weed free and flail cut once annually to a traditional 

flat top ‘A’ shape with any gaps infilled with new planting based on the new na tive hedge mix provided on 

dwg.04 planted at the sizes / spacings as scheduled. 

  
4.4 Newly established tree planting should be kept weed free and regularly monitored. By the end of Year 3 

following planting any remaining tree stakes, tree ties, tree / shrub shelters and stakes, rabbit spiral guards 

and canes should be removed. Regular checks should be made to ensure trees remain firmly bedded in with 

any damaged / diseased branches lightly pruned to maintain health and form. Formative pruning of new trees 

may be required, where appropriate, including progressive crown lifting, leader selection, and minimum / 

maximum heights of crown lifting. Irrigate as and when necessary as noted on dwg.04. Trees in open 

grassland are to be kept free or weeds and grass through the provision of a 1.0m radius mulch ring laid to an 

approximate depth of 80mm of partially degraded wood mulch to be topped up or replaced on an annua l basis. 

Cutting / strimming within this zone will not be allowed 

  
4.5 Newly established native hedgerows  should be kept clear of litter, weed free and pruned / flail cut once 

annually to a traditional flat top ‘A’ shape with any gaps infilled with replacement planting based on the new 

native hedge mix provided on dwg.04 planted as specified at the sizes / spacings as scheduled. Irrigate as 

and when necessary as noted on dwg.04. 

  
4.6 Newly established semi-natural shrub planting should be kept clear of litter, weed free and pruned annually to 

maintain overall form and vigour. Significant gaps should be infilled with replacement planting with reference to 

dwg.04 planted as specified at the sizes / spacings as scheduled. Irrigate as and when necessary as noted on 

dwg.04. 
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4.7 Newly established amenity shrub and perennial planting  should be kept clear of litter, weed free and pruned 

annually to maintain overall form and vigour. Significant gaps should be infilled with replacement planting with 

reference to dwg.04 planted as specified at the sizes / spacings as scheduled. Amenity shrub bed mulch 

should be topped up annually to minimum 50mm depth. Irrigate as and when agreed. 

  
4.8 Newly established amenity grassland areas  should be kept clear of litter, weed and leaf free and cut regularly 

(allow max 2 cuts per month) during the active growing season to maintain health and amenity value. 

Following cutting blown grass clippings should be swept / blown off adjacent hard -surface areas as necessary. 

Failed or worn areas should be reinstated by over-seeding with a comparable low maintenance amenity mix 

and established with reference to dwg.04. Irrigate as and when necessary as noted on dwg.04. Remove 

leaves once or twice monthly, as required, in the Autumn. 

  
4.9 Newly established wildflower grassland areas  should be kept clear of litter, weed and leaf free and cut twice 

annually (strimmed or flailed according to accessibility) in May and September with all cuttings removed off 

site. Failed or worn areas should be reinstated by over-seeding with a comparable low maintenance wildflower 

mix and established with reference to dwg.04. Irrigate as and when agreed. Remove leaves once or twice 

monthly, as required, in the Autumn. 

  
4.10 Irrigation generally is to be in accordance with BS 8545 2014 Trees from Nursery to Independence. The need 

for any irrigation during periods of drought stress is to be monitored and reported for prior approval and 

instruction. 
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