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Kevin Hughes


Environment and Planning  


Wrexham County Borough Council			


16 Lord Street				


WREXHAM


LL11 1LG





Dear Kevin





PROPOSAL:   EXTENSION TO HOUSE A NEW MELAMINE FACING (MF) PRESS, FOLLOWING THE DEMOLITION / RELOCATION OF THE EXISTING MF DEPARTMENT'S VENTILATION SYSTEM, HYDRAULIC OIL AND DIESEL STORAGE TANKS, A VEHICLE FILLING STATION, GARAGE SERVICE BUILDING AND OTHER ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE.





LOCATION:      KRONOSPAN LTD, HOLYHEAD ROAD, CHIRK, WREXHAM, LL14 5NT





Thank you for consulting the AONB on this application. The following observations are submitted on behalf of the Joint Committee following consultation with the AONB Partnership Landscape Character and Built Environment Working Group and the Vice-Chair of the committee.





“Although located just outside the AONB, Kronospan and the adjoining industrial areas are clearly within the setting of the protected landscape and impact on views from and of the AONB as well the nearby heritage assets of the World Heritage Site and Chirk Castle.  In this context, it is disappointing to note that the submitted Design and Access Statement (DAS) fails to recognise or consider the relationship between the site and the AONB, and the committee would suggest that a revised DAS is called for to properly assess this aspect of the development. 





The proposed development will be seen both from the AONB and from a number of vantage points outside where the higher ground of the AONB forms a backdrop to the view.  Whilst large in scale, the current proposals will be seen in the context of the existing much larger Kronospan complex and the impact on the AONB will not be substantially greater than at present. However, given the number of recent proposals which involve incremental expansion of the Kronospan complex and the prospect of future developments, the  Joint Committee  is concerned about cumulative effects and the need for further action to mitigate landscape impacts over the longer term.  The committee would therefore recommend that Kronospan should develop a long term landscape strategy to mitigate impacts on the wider landscape (notably the AONB, WHS and Chirk Castle) and fund a landscape enhancement grant scheme through a S.106 agreement.   The AONB has experience of such grant schemes and would be willing to advise on the development and delivery of such an initiative.” 





I would be grateful if you could take account of the committee’s views when deciding this application.





Yours sincerely,








Tony Hughes


For the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley AONB Joint Committee








