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Reasonable Avoidance Measures (General)
It is recommended that reasonable avoidance measures (RAMs) are implemented to minimize the potential for any harm to great crested newts and other amphibians during the development.  The storage of materials on the site (for example) could provide commuting amphibians with potential places for shelter/refuge.  The following RAMs should therefore be implemented: 
· if works are carried out over the period of September to March, then care must be taken over the removal of the final 4-6 courses of brick/stone to ground level in buildings being demolished, particularly around drains. GCN are on land over this period and are more likely to be present in refuge areas. Deconstruction will be done by hand, lifting and looking beneath bricks in any wall areas that have crevices and missing mortar areas
· All open grass areas that have been maintained at a short sward must continue to be managed in the same way until the start of development to ensure no new refuge potential is created on the site
· Land clearance of short sward areas should be undertaken in the periods March to June or November to February (when still cold). These periods are the least likely to impact on amphibians. If undertaken in the intervening periods then it should be done during a dry period
· Piles of materials on the site must be removed with care to avoid injury or death to any newts present. Any areas such as wood piles and clearance of materials presently on the ground around the site must be hand-lifted with care to avoid crushing any animals that may be beneath
· All building materials (bricks, tiles, concrete blocks etc) etc should be delivered and stored off the ground on pallets or timber baulks
· All loose materials should be delivered to and stored on site in bulk bags, and not be loose tipped on site
· Excavations should, wherever possible, be back-filled at the end of each working day.  Where trenches are excavated for services, the trench should be excavated in the morning, the services laid and the trenches back-filled in the afternoon.  Where this is not possible, the trenches should be covered over with sheet plywood and the edges sealed with topsoil to prevent amphibians falling into the trenches. 

Although it is considered very unlikely that great crested newts will be found during work, if any are discovered then all work must stop and a qualified consultant, licensed for great crested newts, must be contacted and their advice followed. Failure to do so may result in an offence under the protected species legislation.
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