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Bob Dewey    
PLANNING                 
SUPPORTING STATEMENT
PROPOSED  ERECTION OF AN EXTRA CARE RESIDENTIAL UNIT
GROSVENOR ROAD, WREXHAM

Background:  The proposal is to demolish a modern office building and to erect a two/three/four storey building to provide for extra care. Twenty one individual units will be provided with staff accommodation. The site is within the settlement limit as defined in the Wrexham Unitary Development Plan and within the Grosvenor Road Conservation Area.

Justification/explanatory notes:

The proposal is to provide 21 units of extra care units part on three and part on four floors. The re-introduction of residential accommodation within the area is eminently appropriate as it restores the use for which the area was originally developed. It also will bring people back into the town centre which had in recent years seen become devoid of residents to the benefit of vitality and vibrancy.

The Welsh Government’s Strategy is 
- to create a Wales where full participation is within the reach of all older people and their contribution is recognised and valued;
- to develop communities that are age-friendly while ensuring older people have the resources they need to live; 
- to ensure that future generations of older people are well equipped for later life by encouraging recognition of the changes and demands that may be faced and taking action early in preparation.

Assisted living aims to provide:
“…an efficient and flexible way of providing continuity of care, friendship and social life. A sense of increased safety and security for residents can also reduce anxiety for family. It was thought that care is better – less rushed and available ad hoc - because it is based on site..” .

(Welsh Government: The Strategy for Older People in Wales (Phase 3) 2013-2023)
Throughout the strategy are themes which suggest that the type of development proposed for Grosvenor Road fully meets the aspirations and needs of older members of the community. It would be helpful to read this document in conjunction with considering this proposal.
The development will provide a mechanism which will provide a better, safer more attractive ways for (especially older) people to live. It will be located within an area where most of the amenities they might wish to access – offices, shops, post office, library, bus station are within easy walking or powered scooter distance. It also will enable residents to move out of larger properties which may have become harder for them to live in (stairs, narrow doorways, floor level electric sockets,  and in older properties which require more maintenance, are more expensive to heat, with larger gardens which need care) and it frees these up for younger people seeking homes for bringing up a family.  Given the current shortage of housing in the County Borough this should be especially welcomed.
The site is outside the main commercial area of the town where night-time disturbance might be a problem but close enough to allow ready access to facilities if they are needed. Residents would have the opportunity to become more independent if they wished to access services for themselves without having to rely on taxis or friends with cars. A few residents will still have cars and on-site car parking will be available. However, experience shows that the number will not be too great a similar example has generated about 30% demand. Ready access to buses, coach travel, and railway station will mean that some who drive will be able to manage perfectly well without a car of their own, increasing sustainable living. They will have easy access to undercover storage for powered scooters. The Council’s facility for these is also located at the bus station.

It is intended  provide a level link direct from the site into King Street in the future to enhance accessibility for residents.

Conclusion:

This is an ideal opportunity to enhance the Conservation Area and provide much needed facilities for aged, less mobile residents.

It fully meets the Strategy of the Welsh Government.

The Council is urged to grant planning permission.
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