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Andy Harmer, principal ecologist of Andy Harmer Limited visited Hill Farm, Breaden Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire on the 28th July 2013 to inspect a hibernacula recently constructed by Mr Lea; the owner of the property, and to give a toolbox talk regarding Great Crested Newts to Mr and Mrs Lea so as a safe working environment can be maintained for amphibians and small mammals during construction at the site.

 A hibernacula recently constructed by Mr Lea was inspected and found to be adequate for accepting amphibians; the hibernacula was constructed to the same specification as described in ‘The Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines’ using rubble and wood, and capped with turf; this structure is located away from the development with excellent connectivity to the wider landscape.

A toolbox talk was given to Mr and Mrs Lea regarding the ecology of the Great Crested Newt and documentation has been provided with photographs should a refresher be required or should other contractors be employed on site.  Mr and Mrs Lea are aware that any other contractors should be made aware of the method statement, the GCN ID Guide and given a toolbox talk prior to being allowed to work on site.

A walkover of the proposed construction site was carried out and the area was found to be hostile habitat for amphibians offering no refuge within the development footprint; as long as this area remains the same until construction commences, no further inspection is required on ecological grounds.
Mr and Mrs Lea have been made aware of the legal implications regarding Great Crested Newts and have access to a licensed ecologist should the need arise.

GREAT CRESTED NEWT REASONABLE AVOIDANCE MEASURES
· Access to the site should be made via the current established hard standing and access points.
· The construction work will be undertaken in as short a time span as possible.

· Construction materials will be provided piecemeal – as and when required; this will avoid. Where possible, storage on site which could potentially provide refugia for GCN.

· If any construction materials need to be stored on site (e.g. overnight) they will be stored on palettes or retained in bags on hardstanding to ensure that refuges are not created that will attract newts. 

· All new surfaces created during the construction period (e.g. exposed soil, hardcore, etc) will be compacted before nightfall so as not to provide any cracks, fissures or loose material that newts may wander into during hours of darkness.  

· Any spoil resulting from excavations will be removed from the construction area on the same day or redistributed and compacted on the same day.  

· Prior to commencement of work each day a site walkover will be undertaken by Mr or Mrs Lea or construction personnel to ensure that GCN have not entered the construction area overnight. 

· During construction, holes or trenches that may inadvertently provide pitfall traps for newts must be covered with flush-fitting materials such as plywood onto compacted sand. If the area is too large, amphibians and mammals that may fall in must have a means of escape. Gently sloping boards or planks from the base of the hole to the surface edge will suffice.
· A toolbox talk will be given to construction personnel before the work commences so that all personnel are familiar with GCN and the law surrounding them.
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