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e-mail: clerk@offacommunitycouncil.gov.uk
The Planning Inspectorate,

Crown Buildings

Cathays Park

Cardiff

CF10 3NQ                                                                                                              2nd  August 2011 

Ref :  H6955/A/11/2155088

Dear Sir/Madam

Planning Reference P/2010/1052– Section 78 Appeal at 4 Brook Street, Wrexham, change of use and alterations to former nightclub to provide student accommodation on first and second floors and conversion of roof space

I refer to the above appeal which follows determination of the application by Wrexham County Borough Council. 

The appeal site lies within the Offa Community Council area and the Community Council fully supports the Borough Council in their determination of this matter. They have determined to oppose this appeal on the following grounds:

1) The absence of any parking provision. Members do not agree with the proposals for a 'car free development' as it is felt this will not work in practice. A great many students do have their own vehicles as has been shown at other student developments in the town. Insufficient parking at these student developments has already resulted in students parking in residential side roads causing problems for residents. 

In addition parking provision is by necessity required when students are arriving and leaving at the start and end of the year with their possessions. The location of this site is not suitable for off road parking for dropping off as it is situated at one of the busiest traffic light controlled junctions in the town with prohibited parking restrictions surrounding it on both Bridge Street and Brook Street. 

If permission were granted for a 'car free development' it would be extremely difficult if not impossible to monitor and control and members of the Community Council are opposed to a situation that could impact further on local residents already plagued by commuter parking.

2) The absence of a lift to the upper floors as required in order for the development to be DDA compliant.

3) Members consider that the entry to the building is unsuitable being located behind the premises in an entry used for storing bins and bottle recycling facilities by the nightclub/bar in the basement of the building. There is insufficient room here for students to store cycles as well as suggested by the applicant and indeed there could be a potential danger in case of a fire in the building if the alleyway was blocked.

4) Finally members do not consider it a suitable location for student accommodation being situated above a nightclub/bar open until the early hours of the morning with all the accompanying noise and disruption.

I hope that the Community Council’s views can be taken into account when this application is determined. I should be grateful to receive a copy of the Appeal decision in due course.

Yours faithfully

Karen Benfield

Clerk to the Council

�





�








Upper floor


Parciau Community Centre


Bellevue Rd


Wrexham


LL13 7NH


Tel/Fax:


(01978) 291562








