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Dear Sirs
Re field No 7583 Off red Hall Lane Penley Wrexham
Erection of agricultural building
I refer to the above and your recent submission of additional information.  I have further comments as follows:

1.
Landscape Issues - both Richard Sumner (Landscape Officer) and myself have visited the site again.  It has given an opportunity to check planting undertaken for the previous planning application, plus current site condition and usage.  The following notes amalgamate works needed to rectify failed planting from the previous application plus amendments needed to the submitted planting plan to ensure all landscape issues of the proposed development P/2009/0592 are resolved:

· Significant lengths of hedgerow planting have failed, either due to poor planting practices, lack of plant shelters which were required to aid establishment, or lack of maintenance.
· 30% of hedgerow planting to the east of the site entrance has died and needs to be replaced this planting season.  Given the compaction of ground due to the very close proximity of hay storage - soil cultivation is particularly important for the successful establishment of the hedgerow and tree planting.  To resolve this, I consider a secondary line of hedgerow planting would be the best approach.   The 2 new tree planting required in this area would also need to be no closer than 5m away from the canopy spread of the existing oak.  Amend item 5 accordingly.
· 90% of the hedgerow planting (boundary marked as 6a on the planting plan) has died and needs to be replaced this planting season.  Replace the full length of hedgerow, cultivating the ground in advance of planting. Item 6a has been incorrectly labelled on the plan – amend using same hedgerow specification as item 5.

· Tree planting along the site frontage is to start no closer than 5m away from the canopy spread of the existing oak – amend item 2.

2.
Ecology Issues – I detailed previously in my letter of 27 July 2009 the application is located in an area of high pond concentration – in fact there are numerous ponds within 500m from the application site with the nearest pond approximately 250m.  As stated   any favourable consideration of the proposal will require that before development takes place a scheme of reasonable avoidance measures (such as amphibian exclusion fencing) shall be submitted, to ensure that there is no long-term effect on the newt population in this location.
I trust that the above will be helpful to you.  I would be pleased if you would address the issues above as detailed.  If you require any further information or explanation please do not hesitate in contacting me.
Yours sincerely,
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for Chief Planning Officer






PAGE  
1

