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Proposed Overhead Line Route between Legacy (Wrexham) and Oswestry

Archaeological desk-based assessment for TEP
Summary

In November 2006 TEP commissioned Oxford Archaeology (OA) to undertake an
archaeological desk-based assessment examining the potential archaeological
implications of the proposed reinforcement of 132kV overhead line between
substations at Legacy (centred on NGR SJ 2945 4850) and Oswestry (NGR SJ 3032
3055).

This assessment has demonstrated that the proposed development route contains a
number of identified archaeological feature, including Scheduled Ancient
Monuments, along with areas of well preserved ridge and furrow earthworks of
Medieval and post-Medieval origin.

There are 152 identified archaeological features, including 19 Scheduled Monuments
(SMs), 16 Listed Buildings, 25 Historic Landscape Features, 34 earthworks and/or
cropmarks and 20 sites of archaeological activity.

This desk-based assessment has demonstrated that the study area has a low potential
for the discovery of previously unknown prehistoric sites, a high potential for the
discovery of archaeology from the Roman period, and a moderate potential for the
discovery of sites of Medieval date.
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Overhead Line Route between Legacy (Wrexham) and Oswestry

Archaeological desk-based assessment

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

1.1.1 In November 2006 TEP commissioned Oxford Archaeology (OA) to undertake an
archaeological desk-based assessment examining the archaeological resource of a
corridor for the proposed reinforcement of 132kV overhead line between substations
at Legacy (centred on NGR SJ 2945 4850) and Oswestry (NGR SJ 3032 3055). The
proposed works comprise the reinforcement of existing 132kV overhead line along a
19.6km corridor (overhead cabling) plus 3km underground cabling.

1.1.2  This desk-based assessment forms an initial stage of archaeological investigation.
For the purposes of this report the archaeological and cartographic sources, including
results from archaeological investigations in close proximity to the proposed
development area and a 500m corridor study area around it (henceforth Study
Area’), were examined. A walkover survey of the line of the proposed works was also
conducted in order to examine the potential indirect impacts in more detail.

1.1.3 A distribution map of sites within a 500m buffer zone around the proposed route has
been produced (see Figures 1a and 1b). These sites are also shown in a gazetteer,
forming Appendix One.

1.2  Site location, topography and geology

1.2.1 The scheme lies in the Borders region between England and Wales, extending south
from the built up area of Wrexham, Clwyd (centred on NGR 3380 5120), to the east
of Chirk, to the urban area of Oswestry, Shropshire (centred on NGR SP 8450 1460;
Figure 1) passes through the parishes of Esclusham, Ruabon, Erbistock, Park Eyton,
St. Martin’s Selattyn & Gobowen, Whittington and Oswestry, within the
administrative areas of Wrexham County Borough Council and Oswestry Borough
Council. The proposed development area is hereinafter referred to as the Site’.

1.2.2  The scheme corridor crosses generally rural land, avoiding the built up areas of Chirk,
Cefn Mawr and Rhosllanerchrugog.

2  PLANNING BACKGROUND

2.1 Policy in England

2.1.1  Planning Policy Guidance: Archaeology and Planning (PPG 16) sets out the Secretary
of State’s policy on archaeological remains. It acknowledges the potentially fragile
and finite or irreplaceable nature of such remains (para. 6), and states that the
desirability of preservation of archaeological remains and their setting is a material
consideration within the planning process (para. 18). PPG 16 provides that there is a
presumption in favour of the physical preservation of nationally important
archaeological remains (para. 8), and that where preservation in situ is not justified it
is reasonable for planning authorities to require the developer to make appropriate
and satisfactory provision for excavation and recording of remains (para. 25).
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2.1.2 The underlying principle of this guidance is that the cultural heritage resource
represents a finite and non-renewable resource and that its conservation should be the
primary goal of archaeological resource management.

2.1.3  Paragraph 22 adds: ‘Local planning authorities can expect developers to provide the
results of such assessments ... as part of their application for sites where there is
good reason to believe there are remains of archaeological importance’.

2.2 Policy in Wales

2.2.1 The document Planning Policy Wales (PPW, March 2002) sets out the Welsh
Assembly Government’s policies on land use planning. It is supplemented by a series
of Technical Advice Notes (TANSs), and procedural advice is given in the National
Assembly for Wales/Welsh Office Circulars.

222 PPW, the TANs and circulars together comprise national planning policy which
should be taken into account by local planning authorities in Wales in the preparation
of Unitary Development Plans (UDPs), including “the protection and enhancement of
sites of archaeological interest and their settings” (para. 6.4.2). The principle of these
policies is the preservation of sites of archaeological importance in situ if possible
and practical and, if not, for the satisfactory provision for the archaeological
investigation and recording of the remains, and the publication of their results. The
latter case should only arise where the preservation of archaeology is not justified in
the face of necessary development.

2.2.3  The present Site runs through Wrexham County Borough (Wales) and Oswestry in
Shropshire (England). Both Districts possess a local development plan, emphasising
the importance of sustainable development balancing the needs of both the historic
environment and continuing modern development.

2.3 Hedgerow Regulations

2.3.1 The Hedgerows Regulations 1997 prohibit the removal of protected hedgerows
(generally those over 20m in length or connected at both ends to hedges of any
length, excluding those bounding domestic gardens). As the Site passes through rural
areas, this protection will have to be taken into account.

2.4  Oswestry Borough Council Local Plan

2.4.1 The Oswestry Borough Council’s Local Plan (1996-2006) recognises the value of the
cultural heritage and seeks to protect it through policies HE 1-16. Policies HE1 to
HE16 of the Local Plan relate to the cultural heritage, in particular:

e HEIL: Development of the Historic Environment
o HE2 to 6: Listed Buildings
o HE7to 9: Conservation Areas

e HEI3 & 14: Archaeological remains and sites of national and regional or local
importance.

o HEIG6: the assessment of sites of archaeological importance.

2.5 Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin Joint Structure Plan
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2.5.1  As part of the Joint Structure Plan (adopted 14th November 2002, covering the period
1996 - 2011), buildings of special architectural or historic interest and scheduled as
ancient monuments shall be protected from development which would have a
detrimental effect on their fabric, character and setting, especially where this would
affect their listed or scheduled status (policy P24). Particular attention shall be paid to
conserving listed buildings at risk. Special attention shall be paid to the desirability of
preserving or enhancing the character or appearance and setting of conservation areas
when development or enhancement schemes are proposed in or adjacent to them.

252 There will be a presumption against developments that would adversely affect
scheduled ancient monuments or other sites of national archaeological importance or
their settings. Other sites of known historical or archaeological importance including
historic battlefields and their settings shall be protected from development wherever
possible. Local planning authorities shall ask for appropriate archaeological
investigations to determine the importance of the sites before a planning application
is determined (policy P25).

2.5.3  Local plans and development and management proposals shall ensure that registered
parks and gardens are protected and that appropriate management is applied, having
regard to their special features and historic interest, wildlife habitats, listed buildings,
and the character of surrounding countryside. Consideration should also be given to
protecting other important parks and gardens (policy P26).

2.6 Wrexham Borough Council Local Development Plan

2.6.1 Wrexham County Borough Council has in place a Local Development Plan (LDP),
envisioned to cover the period of 2006 to 2021. It emphasises the importance of
sustainable development, in keeping with the character of the area, as well as the
finite nature of the archaeological resource. The following policies concern the
historic environment:

e EC7: Conservation Areas

EC8: Buildings within Conservation Areas

EC9: Listed Buildings

EC11: Archaeological features, Scheduled Ancient Monuments,

archaeological sites of national significance and sites where archaeological

evaluation needs to be carried out.

e In addition to this, as the route runs through rural areas, the following policy
relates to historic landscapes:

e EC4: Conservation and Management of hedgerows, trees and other natural
landscape and water features.

3 METHODOLOGY

3.1.1 The scope of the desk-based assessment and field assessment was agreed in
consultation with Mike Watson of Shropshire County Council Archaeology Service
and Steve Grenter, archaeological advisor to Wrexham County Borough Council. The
assessment was undertaken for a 1km wide corridor along the preferred route in order
to establish the baseline environment. The general approach and methodology was to
collate and report on archive, bibliographic, cartographic, aerial photographic and
background sources pertaining to the cultural heritage, including archaeological sites
and monuments, historic buildings and historic landscape features within the study
area. The aim of this survey was to determine the likely nature, extent, preservation
and significance of any archaeological remains that may be present within the area.
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3.1.2 Field assessment was carried out to clarify the character, location and extent of
known archaeological sites and identify unknown sites. A 100-m corridor was
systematically walked by a professional archaeologist to identify archaeological sites.
This comprised an 80-m corridor within which poles may be positioned, plus 10 m
either side to allow for stays and access tracks.

3.2 Sources Consulted

3.2.1 The Wrexham Borough Council Sites and Monuments Record and Shropshire Sites
and Monuments Records are the primary repositories of archaeological data for the
counties through which the proposed route passes. Oxford Archaeology examined the
SMR data for all known archaeological sites and finds within the Study Area. In
addition the following sources were consulted:

o English Heritage - National Monuments Record and aerial photographs
o (Cadw - Scheduled Ancient Monument data

e Royal Commission for Ancient Monuments of Wales - National Monuments
Record

e  Shropshire Archives - Historic maps
e Denbighshire Record Office - Historic maps

3.3  Assessment of Importance of Receptors

3.3.1 The importance of each cultural heritage feature was assessed through the exercise of
professional judgement in relation to the criteria applicable to Scheduled Monuments,
namely:

e  survival/condition

e period

e  group value

e  rarity

e  situation

e  multi-period/single period status
o fragility/vulnerability

e  documentation.

Table 1: Criteria used to determine Importance of Receptors

Importance Examples of receptor

International and National | World Heritage Site, Sites of international importance,
Scheduled Monuments (SMs), Grade I and IT* Listed Buildings,
national importance

Regional/County Conservation Areas, Registered Parks and Gardens (Statutory
Designated Sites), Grade IT Listed Buildings, Sites of
Regional/County importance

Sites and Monuments Record/Historic Environment Record
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Importance Examples of receptor

Local/Borough Sites with a local or borough interest
Sites with a borough value or interest for education or cultural
appreciation

Sites that are so badly damaged that too little remains to justify
inclusion into a higher grade

Low local Sites with a local or parish interest

Sites with a low local value or interest for education or cultural
appreciation

Sites that are so badly damaged that too little remains to justify
inclusion into a higher grade

Negligible Sites or features with no significant value or interest.
Sites which are so badly damaged that too little remains to justify
inclusion into a higher grade.

4  ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

4.1 Introduction

4.1.1 Shropshire possesses some of the oldest geology in the country, including pre-
Cambrian formations around 600,000,000 years old. The Long Mynd, Wrekin and
Caer Caradoc features sit upon these sandstone formations, and are central to the
development of human activity in the region. They not only provide the location for
farming patterns from prehistory onwards, but also show the remains of Iron Age
hillforts (O1d Oswestry Hillfort - OA 142) and Bronze Age barrow cemeteries.

4.1.2 There are fifteen Listed Buildings in the Study Area, all except three of which are
Grade II. Of the others, Wynnstay Park Kennels and Esclusham Hall are Grade IT*
and the Church of St. Martin, which in fact lies just outside the 500m buffer zone, is
Grade L.

4.1.3 Several Scheduled Ancient Monuments fall within the Study Area. Wat’s Dyke is the
most extensive, with several sections either crossing the 500m buffer zone or lying to
its west (OA 25, 51, 85, 94, 100, 107, 114, 158).

4.2 Previous archaeological work

42.1 The most common excavations in the wider area, as well as the Study Area, have
come about as the result of rescue excavations along the line of Wat’s Dyke, a 40
mile long Medieval bank and ditch running parallel to Offa’s Dyke. Activity has
taken place at Nefod (OA 78) and Dalford (OA 91), excavations which simply
defined the exact position of the dyke at this point along its course. Work undertaken
during the construction of the low water main from Whittington to Oswestry defined
the shape of the earthwork at Pen Y Cae (OA 91).

4.2.2  Other archaeological observations include that associated with the mound at Pen y
Bryn (OA 55), and the excavation of the temporary Roman fort at Perry Farm, which
lies outside the study corridor at the southern end of the scheme.

4.3 Mesolithic - Neolithic (c.10 000 - 2200 BC)

43.1 The earliest evidence of human activity consists of scrapers and other implements
made of local pebble flint from the south east of the county. These small tools date to
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the Mesolithic (10 000 - 4000 BC). In the wider area of the Welsh Marches, these
small flint scatters are the characteristic evidence of Mesolithic activity.

4.3.2 Neolithic activity has been recorded on the Welsh side of the border at Roveries
hillfort, and in Shropshire the hilltop sites of Caer Din Ring, Long Mynd, the Wrekin
and Caer Caradoc. Before the Iron Age hillfort was constructed, Old Oswestry hillfort
(OA 142) was the site of Neolithic activity, evidence taking the form of a stone axe
and other flint tools.

4.3.3 In Wales there is very little Neolithic settlement evidence, Gwernvale in southern
Wales being a rare example of a domestic site from the period. There are several
examples of ritual activity from the wider area, such as the Dyffryn Lane henge
monument. The only definite Neolithic activity in the Welsh part of the Study Area is
the location of a flint scraper (OA 60), found near Pen y Bryn, south-west of Lower
House Farm, in May 1993.

4.4 Bronze Age (2200 - 700 BC)

4.4.1 Funerary monuments are the most numerous landscape features from the Bronze Age
in the wider area. One of the earliest, a bowl barrow at Bedstone in the Clun valley
dates from the end of the Neolithic (¢ 2300 BC). A round barrow in Moreton Say
parish, North Shropshire, may come from the Late Neolithic, or possibly the early
Bronze Age. Barrows are also found on the Stiperstones, and the Bromfield barrow
cemetery contains mounds from this period.

442 The Study Area itself contains barrows from this period, such as two barrows at
Hafod y Bwlch, north-cast of Rhosllanerchrugog (OA 21). During the Bronze Age
these take the form of circular mounds, sometimes with a ditch surrounding it, and
are used for burials, both central and around the periphery. In addition, a to the north
west of Gobowen (just outside the study area) may be the remains of a Bronze Age
barrow.

4.4.3 The Ebnal hoard (OA 102), a rich collection of daggers, palstaves, a spearhead, two
'palstaves’ and two punches, was discovered in 1848. Although the pieces are now
lost, the site (exact location unknown) falls within the study area, and could point to
more activity in the vicinity.

4.5 Iron Age (700 BC - AD 43)

4.5.1 The hilltop activity of the Neolithic and Bronze Age develops into typical Iron Age
defended hillforts in the first millennium BC, perhaps central sites in a landscape
which included lowland defended sites in their 'hinterland'. Examples from the wider
region are Breiddin, with evidence for continued occupation from the Bronze Age,
along with Moel Hiraddug and Dinorben. Lowland sites take the form of lightly
defended farms. These sites have received less attention than hilltop enclosures from
this period, but more than fifty are known from Shropshire alone.

4.5.2 The most notable feature of the Study Area is the multi-vallate hillfort of Old
Oswestry (OA 142), lying just over 0.5km to the west of the overhead powerline. The
earliest features are the two inner banks and ditches, dating to the sixth century BC,
although continuous occupation can be seen from the Bronze Age onwards. In
addition to the banks and ditches are roughly rectangular hollows variously
interpreted as storage pits, cisterns, or storage enclosures.
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453 A lowland site of an Iron Age enclosure is known at Great Fernhill, to the south east
of Gobowen (OA 116), with a trackway leading from it to the north. There are also
cropmarks of ditches to the south.

4.6 The Romano-British Period (AD 42 - ¢.400)

4.6.1 The Roman towns of Wroxeter (Viroconium) and Whitchurch (Mediolanum)
constitute the two centres of Roman activity in Shropshire, and Watling Street runs
from the east and south of Wroxeter, extending as far as Canterbury and Dover. Other
activity from the period includes quarrying, such as at Grinshill, where stone was
extracted for building, and lead for its silver content. In Wales, Roman material has
been found on sites of prehistoric type, for example the hillforts of Breiddin and
Collfryn.

4.6.2 Military sites form the bulk of the area's Roman presence. Rhyn Park (OA 69) is a
large st century 'campaign base' including a legionary or vexilation fortress, and a
smaller temporary camp or fort. It is not served by any of the remaining Roman road
system, and so may have been superseded by the later legionary base at Chester
(Deva). At present is exists only as cropmarks.

4.6.3 An enclosure, a possible temporary Roman camp (OA 70) is visible as a set of
cropmarks 0.6 km north west of the overhead powerline. The sides of this enclosure
are clear, with an additional two parallel to the north-east side. Nothing can be seen
on the ground.

4.7 The Medieval Period (c.AD 400 to 1500)

4.7.1 During the early part of this period the Study Area lay within the Anglo-Saxon
kingdom of Mercia. The area is characterised by its position on the border between
this kingdom and the areas inhabited by the Welsh. Wat's and Offa's Dykes are the
most conspicuous evidence of the tensions of the time, and substantial lengths of
Wat's Dyke run close to the planned route. At two places the Dyke cuts across the
route, near Gyfelia in Wales and also running away north-north-east from Old
Oswestry hillfort (OA 158). Offa's Dyke is situated further west than Wat's Dyke, and
crosses the Study Area to the north of the study corridor at Rhoslanerchrugog..

4.7.2  The gazetteer describes the sections which fall within the Study Area, some of which
are scheduled individually, such as that running from the parish boundary south of
Esgob Mill to the crossroads east of Henlle Hall (OA 85). Sections vary in the extent
of their survival, with stretches as small as 22m surviving north east of Bryn-y-
Castell (OA 100). Numerous excavations have taken place, particularly in advance of
development, along the Dyke within the Study Area. The Overton to Chirk gas
pipeline threatened the earthwork at Lower House Farm, Pen y Bryn and various
other rescue excavations (all of which lies outside the study corridor) have been
necessary. One excavation, within the study corridor at Dalford (OA 91) revealed
evidence of bank and ditch, although these had been compromised by a later farm
track and opening.

473 In the Later Medieval period (AD 1100 - 1500) the characteristic feature is the
Marches castle. Motte and bailey is the dominant form, with examples just outside the
Study area including Cadwgan Hall Mound and Bryn-y-Castell

4.7.4  Smaller sites are represented by moated buildings, such as that at Croes-y-Foel Farm,
Rhostyllen (OA 9). Two sides of what may be a rectangular ditched enclosure with a
raised interior survive 150m west of Casamia (OA 49).
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4.7.5 Several timber buildings survive in the Study Area from the later Medieval period.
Esclusham Hall (OA 12) probably dates to the late 15th or early 16th century, but
was remodelled in 1677 with the insertion of an upper floor over the hall, and by the
partial reconstruction of the external walls. It is listed as Grade II*. A similar case
exists at Erw'r Esgob (OA 76), a 14th or 15th century farmhouse, remodelled in the
18th century. Protected by Grade II listing, it is a cruck frame building with the
original plan of an open hall house of three bays. It's name means Bishop's Meadow,
and probably refers to its tenurial history with the Bishops of Asaph. There are also
records of several timber barns (e.g. Hafod y Bwich, OA 20 Pen y Bryn, OA 56).
Crab Mill, Ruabon (OA 44) was originally a cruck-framed house, now surviving
within a 19th century reconstruction. It is Grade 1T Listed. .

4.7.6 In addition to these buildings, sites from the Medieval period include fields of ridge
and furrow, which survive in the modern landscape. Some groups of one or two fields
(OA 50, 132) show ridge and furrow as either earthworks or in aerial photographs.

4.8 Post Medieval and Modern periods (1500-present)

4.8.1 Surviving early post-Medieval archaeology in Wales is characterised by large houses
built in the earlier part of this era. Henlle House (OA 87), Moreton Below House
(OA 34), Wynnstay Park House (outside the study corridor)

4.8.2 There are numerous smaller buildings within the Study Area, including many timber-
framed farmhouses. In the village of Pentrebychan is a dovecote associated with the
hall of the same name (QA 16). There are outbuildings associated with Plas
Goulbourn (OA 39) and Esclusham (OA 13). Farm buildings are located at Plas
Goulbourn, Preeshenlle, Ebnal Hall and Rhosyllan, all except Plas Goulbourn being
listed (Grade II).

4.8.3 Mining heritage is amongst the most modern archaeology of the area. Two collieries
fall within the Study Area: Hafod y Bwch Colliery (OA 24), now dismantled; and the
earthwork remains of another colliery to the north east of St. Martin's (OA 65).

4.8.4 Associated with some of these features are the railways and stations which serviced
the mines, in addition to providing transport through the area and beyond. The
Shrewsbury and Chester Railway (OA 152), opened in 1846, crosses the Study Area
around SJ 343 322. It incorporated the North Wales Mineral Railway and had several
branches along the route via Ruabon, Wrexham and Gobowen. The Ifton Colliery
Railway (OA 71) connected the Preesgwyn Colliery south of Pentre. The only post-
First World War railway built in the county, it was a mineral line, running from Ifton
Colliery near St. Martin's to the GWR Shrewsbury-Chester line near Preesgwyn. It
shut down in 1968 after the collieries it served closed down. The Shrewsbury,
Oswestry and Chester Junction Railway (OA 134) was intended to run from the
Shrewsbury-Chester railway at Gobowen through Oswestry to Llanymynech.
However, it only reached as far as Oswestry by 1848, by which time the company had
been amalgamated with the North Wales Mineral Railway to form the Shrewsbury
and Chester Railway (see above).

4.8.5 As well as the railways themselves, the Study Area contains stations, for example the
station on the Shrewsbury and Chester Railway at SJ 3040 3340 (, which is Listed
Grade II, and a site of a former station on the same line lies at SJ 3020 3210 (OA
129).

4.8.6 Canals are also an important aspect of the landscape. The Ellesmere Canal (OA 47)
was intended to link the Dee and Mersey. The final branch, the Prees branch, never
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reached Prees, being halted at Quina Brook. All branches of this canal had closed by
1939.

5 WALKOVER SURVEY

5.1 Methodology

5.1.1 A walkover survey of the line of the proposed powerline was carried out between
23rd April and 27th April 2007. The purpose of this survey was to clarify the
character, location and extent of known archaeological sites and identify unknown
sites through field assessment. A 100 m wide corridor was systematically walked by a
professional archaeologist to identify archaeological sites. This comprised an 80 m
corridor within which poles may be positioned, plus 10 m either side to allow for
stays and access tracks. Statutorily designated sites within 500 m of the proposed
route were also examined to assess any potential visual impact from the development,
the results of which are tabulated in Table 2.

5.2 Results

52.1 The survey was conducted in good light and good weather, and consequently it is
possible to have a high level of confidence in the results. The landscape through
which the proposed development passes is entirely rural and consists of pasture and
hay fields, with only a small number of arable fields, most of which are located in the
vicinity of the village of St. Martins. The topography is for the most part rolling hills,
cut by the single steep-sided valley of the River Dee, which the route crosses at it
confluence with its tributary the River Ceiriog.

5.2.2 The Legacy Living History Site (OA 6) appeared to be abandoned at the time of the
walkover survey. No surface remains were visible at the possible former sites of
crosses at Cae’r Groes (OA8) and Cae Gosper (0A42), the possible barrow at Pen-y-
Bryn (OASS), the cropmark site of an Iron Age/Romano-British enclosure (OA 116)
and trackway near Great Fernhill (OA115), or the cropmark site of a possible Roman
marching camp north-east of Old Oswestry hillfort (OA138). No standing buildings
were found at the former site of a grange of Valle Crucis Abbey in the Dee Valley
(OA46), where the only visible remains were a group of low, indistinct mounds and
fragments of clay pipe in a mole hill. Similarly, no historic structures survive at the
site of the former colliery south-west of Pentre (OA65).

5.2.3 Two areas of ridge and furrow cultivation that had not previously been recorded were
identified in the course of the walkover survey, located at Hafod-y-Bwch (OA153)
and Cae-gwydd (OA154).

6 CONCLUSION

6.1.1 This assessment has identified that the proposed route runs through an area
containing a high number of archaeological sites and monuments, including seven
Scheduled Ancient Monuments. Offa’s Dyke and Wat’s Dyke are the two most
conspicuous of these. There is also a high number of cropmarks and earthworks
demonstrating a high potential for the discovery of previously unknown archaeology
during the construction of the overhead power line.

6.1.2  There has been evidence of hilltop activity in the area form the Neolithic period, but
the proposed works avoid these areas. The few findspots from this period have been

© Oxford Archaeology April 2008 9 09/02/09
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isolated individual tools, with the exception of the Ebnal Hoard of Bronze Age metal
(OA 102). The study has therefore identified a low potential for the discovery of and
impact upon previously unknown prehistoric archaeology.

6.1.3  Sites from the Romano-British period have been found in the Study Area in the form
of the large fortress at Rhyn Park (OA 69) and more ephemeral features (cropmarks
and earthworks) of smaller military sites (e.g. OA 69, 70, 138). There is some
potential for previously unknown Roman archaeology to be impacted upon.

6.1.4 The proposed route crosses three earthwork sites dating from the early medieval
period: representing two sections of Wat’s Dyke (OA 25, 51) and a section of Moor’s
Bank (OA 83), which is likely to be of similar antiquity. The proposed route avoids
the main centres of medieval settlement, but there is the possibility of encountering
previously unknown archaeology from this period during construction work. In
addition, the survival of the ridge and furrow indicates that any potential
archaeological remains present within the Site are likely to be in a good state of
preservation.

Oxford Archaeology
November 2008
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