I refer to the above planning application.  I have not yet considered the proposals in detail and require the following additional information to help me do this:

The Design and Access Statement submitted with the application does not fully explain the design principles in respect of the following:

Environmental Sustainability

· The merits of new-build over re-use of existing buildings;

· Will recycled materials be used (including materials from the existing building);

· Will materials be sourced from sustainable suppliers;

· Will the development promote efficient use of land;

· What features will be incorporated to reduce energy use/water use.

Community safety

· How does the layout of the site promote community safety through natural surveillance of  streets/public areas;

· What design features will be employed to ensure the safety of future occupiers (e.g. boundary features to protect garden areas etc)

Movement to and from the site

· How accessible is the site by public transport, and how accessible are key facilities such as shops, schools etc from the site;

Accessibility

· More details is required regarding the existing access arrangements/constraints and how the proposals improve access to the site;

· Whilst the statement refers to level access, the site location plan appears to shows the pedestrian access having steps in two locations.  It is also unclear what the gradients of the pedestrian access will be or the gradient between the parking/turning area and the front door.

In addition to the above, it is unclear from the proposals what the finished floor levels of the dwelling and the proposed ground levels within the site will be.

I would be grateful if a revised Design and Access Statement together with a plan/plans indicating the floor/ground levels could be forwarded to me within 14 days of the date of this letter.

