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FDPF Building at Ipsen, Ash Road North 
Wrexham Industrial Estate (ABE P/2020/0625) 

 
GCN Reasonable Avoidance Measures 

 
Background 
 
Planning Consent has been granted by Wrexham CBC for the erection of an Industrial Building 
at the Ipsen Biopharm site, located off Ash Road North, Wrexham Industrial Estate (WIE).  
 
Planning Condition 12 attached to the consent states; 
 
“No part of the development shall commence until a Method Statement including details of the 
proposed Reasonable Avoidance Measures (RAMs) have been submitted to and approved in 
writing by the Local Planning Authority.  The details shall include (but not be limited to) the 
following: 

a) Details of a toolbox talk on the identification and ecology of great crested newts to be 
made available to all construction staff employed on the project; 

b) Details of an artificial amphibian hibernacula to be constructed adjacent to the site 
(Details of the design can be found in great crested newt mitigation guidelines - August 
2001); - note: a site has been selected for this. 

c) Details of a walk over survey of the site prior to commencement of development, and 
a destructive search (under the supervision of a licensed great crested newt handler) 
made of any potential great crested newt habitat (such as rubble piles or sheet 
materials that are on the site) on the site.  Any amphibians found should be relocated 
to the artificial hibernacula;  

d) Details of storage of material on pallets off the ground, and bulk materials which are to 
be delivered on site and used within the day of delivery.  

e) Confirmation that excavated trenches will be covered over at the end of each working 
day with plywood and the edges sealed with sand or soil. Trenches are to be checked 
each morning for any amphibians.  Any amphibians located are to be moved to the 
artificial hibernacula.  

The development shall be carried out in strict accordance with the Method Statement and 
RAMs as are approved.” 
 
WIE is designated as a Wildlife Site comprising a series of land parcels within the estate which 
include unmanaged grassland at Bryn Road and on Cefn Park land and ancient broadleaved 
woodland, Erlas Black Wood. The WIE is also recognised to support a Nationally significant 
population of GCN. 
 
The document has been prepared by Etive Ecology Ltd to provide the required details to 
satisfy Planning Condition 12.  
 

Reasonable Avoidance Measures (RAMs) 
 
Pre-commencement Survey 

A pre-commencement walkover survey of the site will be undertaken by Russell Grey 
(MCIEEM, BSc, CEnv), prior to the commencement of any physical works in relation to the 
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consented scheme. Russell holds a Natural Resources Wales (NRW) license to disturb 
(handle) GCN (S088565/1).  
 
The walkover will include all working areas covered by the planning consent and will include 
a thorough hand-search and destructive search of any potentially suitable GCN refugia found 
within the working area. Any GCN, or other amphibians, that are found during this search effort 
will be carefully translocated into the newly created hibernacula (see below). 
 
Toolbox Talk 

A Toolbox Talk will be delivered by Russell Grey on the first day of construction works on the 
consented scheme. The talk will cover topics including: 

 Legal protections afforded to GCN 

 GCN status within the immediate vicinity of the site 
 Summary of any locations within the working area of high value to GCN 
 Identification of GCN and other amphibian species 

 Procedure to follow if GCN are encountered. 
 

The reference material used as part of the Toolbox Talk is provided in Appendix 1. 
 
Hibernacula 

An artificial amphibian hibernacula will be constructed in accordance with the design provided 
within the GCN Mitigation Guidelines (Figure 3) and shown in Appendix 2. The design mimics 
natural conditions which GCN and other amphibians are known to use for refuge and 
hibernation. The structure should be a minimum of two metres in diameter and 0.5-1 metre in 
height. Only clean and inert material should be used to form the base of the hibernacula (a 
mixture of rubble and woody material) with topsoil arising from site earthworks used to cover. 
 
A location has been identified for the hibernacula. It has been agreed that the hibernacula will 
be located in semi-natural habitat adjacent to a small aquatic feature at the northern end of 
the Ipsen site (approximate grid reference; SJ 3745 5039). This location is shown in Appendix 
2. 
 
RAMs 

The low risk posed to disturbing and harming GCN and other amphibians during the 
development works in relation to the FDPF Building at the Ipsen site will be mitigated through 
the implementation of the following Reasonable Avoidance Measures (RAMs): 

 Clearance of ground vegetation, rubble, detritus and any other potentially suitable 
refugia for GCN (such as pallets, rubble piles or sheet material) will be undertaken 
during the active period March – September. During this period, amphibians will be 
active, and the impact of physical disturbance will be low. 

 Any clearance works described above will be undertaken with care and by hand. 
 If any GCN are encountered, works in the area of the discovery should cease 

immediately and an experienced GCN-licensed ecologist called for advice. 

 During construction works; 
- all materials will be stored off-ground on stillages or pallets. 
- all rubble/spoil/earth arising from works is skipped or removed from site on a 

daily basis. 
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- any excavations left overnight will either be back-filled and compacted or else 
covered by plastic sheeting and secured by plywood batons (or similar) to 
prevent amphibians from gaining access to them. 

- pre-start checks of the working area will be undertaken each morning, looking 
for any amphibians. 

- all site workers will be made aware of the potential presence of GCN and an 
identified sheet will be kept on site in case any amphibians are encountered. 

The RAMs have been designed such that the site can be carefully cleared without harming 
GCN and that subsequently the site is kept tidy and unsuitable for GCN to utilise, so that they 
do not take refuge within the working area. 
 
Provided this scheme of RAMs is followed in full, the risk of encountering, disturbing or 
harming GCN during the consented development works is considered to be very low. 
 
It is noted that if GCN are encountered, then works will cease until the risk posed to GCN is 
re-assessed by a GCN-licensed ecologist. If the risk posed to GCN is considered to be 
significant, then a license may be required in order for works to recommence. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

TOOLBOX TALK MATERIAL 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

GCN HIBERNACULA DESIGN & LOCATION 
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