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22/07/2021 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
PROPOSAL:  P/2020/0765 - DISCHARGE OF CONDITION 11 (DRAINAGE) 
 
LOCATION: LAND AT BERNFELS COURT, PONCIAU, WREXHAM  
 
Thank you for consulting Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales about the 
above, which we received on 08/07/2021. 
 
We have concerns with the application as submitted. We do not recommend your 
Authority discharges condition 11 for the following reasons. 
 
Foul Drainage and Protected Sites 
 
Condition 11 is worded as follows: 
 

11. No part of the development shall commence until a scheme for the  
comprehensive and integrated drainage of the site indicating provision for foul  
water, surface water and land drainage has been submitted to and approved  
in writing by the Local Planning Authority. Prior to the submission of those  
details, an assessment shall be carried out into the potential for disposing of  
surface water by means of Sustainable urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) in  
accordance with the principles of sustainable drainage systems set out in  
Technical Advice Note 15: Development and Flood Risk, and the results of  
the assessment shall be submitted in writing to the Local Planning Authority.  
Where a SuDS scheme is to be implemented, the submitted details shall:  
i) Provide information about the design storm period and intensity, the method  
employed to delay and control the surface water discharged from the site and  
the measures taken to prevent pollution of receiving ground water and/or  
surface waters;  
ii) Specify the responsibilities of each party for the implementation of the  
SuDS scheme, together with a timetable for that implementation; and,  
iii) Provide a timescale for implementation, management and maintenance  
plan for the lifetime of the development which shall include the arrangements  
for adoption by any public authority or statutory undertaker and any other  
arrangements to secure the operation of the scheme throughout its lifetime. 
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We note the application site is within the catchment of the River Dee and Bala Lake Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC).  As you are aware, on the 21st January 2021, we published an 
evidence package outlining phosphorus levels for all river SACs across Wales.  As part of 
this package, we issued a Planning Position Statement, in which we advised that any 
proposed development that might increase the amount of phosphate (or phosphorus) within 
a river SAC catchment could lead to damaging effects to the SAC.  Therefore, such 
proposals should be screened through a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA), to 
determine whether they are likely to have a significant effect on the SAC.  We have also 
issued Planning Advice (May 2021) which gives specific advice in respect of foul drainage 
arrangements for new developments.   
 
We note from the information submitted that the development has the potential to increase 
the amount of phosphorus being discharged from the site.  As such, we refer you to our 
Planning Advice and advise you to seek further information from the applicant.  We note that 
information has already been submitted in respect of mains sewer connection.  However, 
we advise you to seek further information as identified in the bullet point list given in the 
section titled ‘What does this mean for development proposals involving connection to public 
wastewater treatment works’ of that advice. 
 
Provided this advice is followed and you are able to conclude that the development is not 
likely to have a significant effect on the SAC, we would have no objection to the 
proposal.  However, should you conclude that the proposed development is likely to have a 
significant effect on the SAC, please consult us on your Appropriate Assessment under 
Regulation 63 of the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended).   
 
Surface Water Drainage 
 
The Lead Local Flood Authority (as cited in the Flood and Water Management Act 2010) is 
normally the appropriate body to provide advice on existing surface water flood risk and the 
management of surface water drainage from new developments.  We therefore advise that 
you consult the Lead Local Flood Authority on the suitability of the proposed site surface 
water drainage proposals. 
 
If you have any queries on the above, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
 
Tristan Williams 
Cynghorydd - Cynllunio Datblygu / Advisor - Development Planning    
Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales 
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