Argoed Lodge has been neglected over a number of years.  Visually it was a blot on the landscape.  We hope that the extensive works we have carried out in repairing the decorative facia panels to the roof have enhanced the view and will hopefully preserve them for many years.  Scaffolding was required to carry out these repairs/maintenance and they have been coated with special paint. Unfortunately, the decorative facial boards to the right of the house cannot be restored at the present time as there is no room for scaffolding to be erected without going onto Gate road.  If the windows were to be replaced with wooden windows, scaffolding would need to be erected every 2 – 3 years to retain the appearance and ensure that the windows did not fall into disrepair again. Financially and practically this situation would be unattainable. 
We have carried out extensive repairs to the porch. Replacing the rotten timber supports and moulding new timbers to reflect the original structure.  We have also replaced the roof of the porch to enhance the aesthetic appearance of the house.
New ridging tiles have been sourced to repair the tiles on the roof again these have enhanced the appearance.
The above repairs show a medium to high impact on the visual appearance of Argoed Lodge., from the canal side.
Replacing the wooden framed windows with UPVC windows which have been made and moulded to create the same visual appearance, shape and dimensions of the existing windows, ,would have a low impact of the visual appearance of Argoed Lodge from the canal side as the windows are to the side and front of the house on Gate Road.
Other properties that are in the conservation area of Pontcysyllte Aqueduct have UPVC windows installed showing a diverse architectural appearance.  
On purchasing Argoed Lodge in November we were not informed that the house was in a conservation area.  The estate agent or legal pack made no mention of this.  We did know that the house was in an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  When we first purchased the house, we contacted Denbighshire Council to enquire about replacing the windows. By telephone I spoke with a gentleman Tim Northeast, and were informed that no planning permission would be needed to replace the windows.  We then went ahead and have had the window measured and made to order at a cost of several thousand pounds.
We now know that the house falls within Wrexham County Council not Denbighshire and is in a conservation area.  We understand and take fully on board the ignorance and COVID restrictions are no excuse for negligence but at the time we did think that the house fell under Llangollen and Denbighshire.
Once the renovations to Argoed Lodge have been completed hopefully they will enhance the visual enjoyment to the area. We hope that our proposals will not be detrimental to the enjoyment, but the upgrades will add to this.


