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For the Attention of: Sharon Holman – Case Officer
Wrexham County Borough Council

[By Email: planning@wrexham.gov.uk] 

12 January 2021
 
Dear Sharon

PLANNING APPLICATION: P/2020/0253 

PARTIAL DEMOLITION OF EXISTING SEMI-DETACHED COTTAGE, ERECTION OF NEW TWO-STOREY DETACHED DWELLING WITH ASSOCIATED PARKING AND LANDSCAPING; 1 Bryn Issa Plas, Bennion Road, Pen Y Cae, Wrexham - RECONSULTATION

Thank you for your consultation letter of 6 January 2021 seeking the views of the Coal Authority on the additional information submitted in support of the above planning application.

The Coal Authority Response: Material Consideration

The application site falls within the defined Development High Risk Area.

The Coal Authority records indicate that within the application site and surrounding area there are coal mining features and hazards which need to be considered in relation to the determination of this planning application, specifically probable shallow coal mine workings and probable shallow coal mine workings associated with a thick coal seam outcrop. 

The applicant previously submitted some coal mining information to accompany the planning application; however, the Coal Authority did not consider it adequately addressed the impact of coal mining legacy on the proposed development.

The Coal Authority is therefore now pleased to note the letter (dated 2 November 2020) from GroundSolve Ltd, which now accompanies the planning application. 

The content of the letter has been informed by an appropriate range of sources of information, but most notably from the findings of an investigation comprising two boreholes, where evidence of mining was encountered at shallow depth beneath the site. 

Notwithstanding the above, and whilst the content of the letter goes on to confirm that rock cover above the working would not be quite sufficient to afford total ground stability, when considering the significant depth of superficial deposits, together with the fact that the void is loosely backfilled, the letter concludes that such risks are low. However, the assessment
proposes the incorporation of a specialist foundation, to afford some protection in the unlikely event of ground movement. The Coal Authority therefore has no objection to the planning application.

The Coal Authority Recommendation to the LPA

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Coal Authority is satisfied that the proposed foundation design as detailed within the letter (dated 2 November) from GroundSolve Ltd to mitigate the risks posed by coal mining legacy is appropriate. The Coal Authority therefore withdraws its objection to the proposed development and it will be for the Building Regulations process to ensure that this is installed accordingly. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Yours sincerely

Chris MacArthur

   
Chris MacArthur B.Sc. (Hons), DipTP, MRTPI 
Planning Liaison Manager

Disclaimer

The above consultation response is provided by The Coal Authority as a Statutory Consultee and is based upon the latest available coal mining data on the date of the response, and electronic consultation records held by The Coal Authority since 1 April 2013.  The comments made are also based upon only the information provided to The Coal Authority by the Local Planning Authority and/or has been published on the Council's website for consultation purposes in relation to this specific planning application.  The views and conclusions contained in this response may be subject to review and amendment by The Coal Authority if additional or new data/information (such as a revised Coal Mining Risk Assessment) is provided by the Local Planning Authority or the Applicant for consultation purposes.

In formulating this response The Coal Authority has taken full account of the professional conclusions reached by the competent person who has prepared the Coal Mining Risk Assessment or other similar report.  In the event that any future claim for liability arises in relation to this development The Coal Authority will take full account of the views, conclusions and mitigation previously expressed by the professional advisers for this development in relation to ground conditions and the acceptability of development.
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