DESIGN AD ACCESS STATEMENT
PROPOSAL: PROPOSED EXTENSION TO THE RESTAURANT AND THE SUBMISSIONOF AMENDMENTS TO ELEVATIONS FOR APPROVED CHANGE OF USE REF: P/2015/0714 (Approved on Appeal)
LOCATION: THE TROTTING MARE, RESTAURANT AND CARAVAN PARK, KNOLTON, OVERTON, WREXHAM. LL13 0LE
Introduction.
This Planning Statement considers the issues surrounding the proposed extension and includes information to form The Design and Access Statement, as required by the legislative requirements for DASs under the Planning (Wales) Act 2015.
 Summary of the proposal. 
The applicant over a number of years has developed a successful caravan park and received such accolades as an AA 5 Star rating. Continual upgrading of the site and its many facilities is part of the long term investments strategy by the owners. The demand for meals in the Restaurant from site visitors and the public in general has identified the need further review seating in the restaurant. The previous extension utilised a marquee construction which is reaching its expected life span. The proposal is to replace that facility and incorporate other minor changes.

Design and Character.
Following the brief proved by the proprietor in conjunction with the restaurant manager the extension allows the incorporation of additional floor area and improve general access and circulation in that area, including a unisex disabled toilet facility, a fire escape and additional store. To enhance the external appearance of the extension it will now link formally with the former Play Barn. The decision has been taken to incorporate horizontal timber as the external finish. This will match the finish being added to the Barn with the progression of the change of use. This will provide a visual and aesthetic appearance to the building to match other buildings on the caravan site as referred to by the Planning Inspector. It will also record current changes to the building over its lifetime.

Access and Movement. 
There are no other necessary changes to movement within or around the restaurant other than those identified, as the access to and from the caravan area and car park in general are well established. There are 33 car parking spaces and 2 disabled spaces already provided for. No change in provision is proposed. The additional fire escape will incorporate a level entry threshold for customers with mobility issues. Vehicle parking is well catered and Disabled parking is available for two vehicles at the front of the premises.

Community Safety. 
As mentioned in the previous paragraph access to and from the caravan park area and the Restaurant has been designed for the safe movement of vehicles, parking and pedestrians. The A525 is an obvious hazard and care needs to be taken when leaving the site.

 Environmental Sustainability.
The caravan site with its many facilities, including the Restaurant and the building incorporating the 3 in number holiday lets, use extensively photovoltaic panel to minimise the use of electricity from the national Grid. Similarly heating and hot water is generated by the use of a Bio Mass fuel in the form of a wood pellet burner both, environmentally friendly and sustainable.

Summary
This application is for planning approval centred on the requirement to extend the Restaurant. However the applicant is undertaking the change of use on the Play Barn and subsequently finds it necessary and desirable to seek approval to amend two of the approved main elevations. The original conception was to incorporate an atrium in the North elevation. This has proved to have little merit and reduce considerably the floor area available for use in each of the 3 Units.

I commend this application to the Authority.

  
M.A. Clark 
Building Surveyor.


