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From: Tim Howell
To: Sharon Holman
Subject: Re: Proposed Extension at Lloyds Animal Feeds (P/2020/0599)
Date: 02 February 2021 13:14:10
Attachments: Additional Info C435-Lloyds-Note-010221-TK+Fig.pdf


Sharon


What good timing! I have just received the additional information document from our
 ecologist to go with our original documents. I have attached this to this email.


I trust this is sufficient for you to now make your determination.


Kind Regards,


Tim


Tim Howell
Group Operations Manager


Lloyds Animal Feeds
Morton
Oswestry SY10 8BH


E: timh@lloydsanimalfeeds.com
T: 01691 830741 x263 M: 07761 495885


This email is strictly confidential and intended solely for the person or organisation to whom it is addressed. It may contain privileged information
 and if you are not the intended recipient you must not copy, distribute or take action in reliance on it. If you have received this email in error,
 please notify us as soon as possible and destroy any printed copy of the transmission. Please also delete any soft copy of the transmission.
 Viruses: although this e-mail and its attachments are believed to be free from any virus, it is the responsibility of the recipient to conduct its own
 virus check on all parts of this communication. Warning: Copyright Lloyds (Animal) Feeds Limited. Where the content of this e-mail and/or
 attachment includes materials prepared by Lloyds (Animal) Feeds Limited, the use of those materials is limited to the use for which they were
 prepared and use for any other purpose is prohibited. Lloyds (Animal) Feeds Limited, Morton, Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 8BH. Company
 registration number 820148. Registered in England and Wales.


On 2 Feb 2021, at 12:19, Sharon Holman
 <Sharon.Holman@wrexham.gov.uk> wrote:


Hello Tim,
 
Any news on the amended submission please?  I would like to determine the
 application this week.
 
Kind regards
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1 Introduction 



1.1 Lloyds Animal Feeds (Western) Ltd has submitted a planning application to construct a raw 



material intake/ cleaning and weighing house at their existing plant on Bridge Road (North), 



Wrexham Industrial Estate (approximate OS Grid Ref. SJ 383 496).  The planning reference 



number for this application is (P/2020/0599). 



1.2 An Ecology Addendum letter report1 formed part of this submission.  This letter report 



concludes that ‘the terrestrial habitat within the proposed development site is of moderate to 



high potential value for Great Crested Newts’.  It recommends that implementing similar 



mitigation measures as were proposed in 20182 would be appropriate. 



1.3 This note has been produced to provide further information on proposed ecology mitigation 



measures and to address concerns expressed by Natural Resources Wales (NRW) in their 



consultation response letter (Ref. CAS-133340-F0T9). 



2 Background 



2018 Planning Consent 



2.1 Lloyds Animal Feeds (Western) Ltd submitted a planning application in 2018 for the erection 



of a raw material storage building at the plant on Bridge Road (North).  It was a similar 



development to that currently proposed (in terms of the size of the footprint and the potential 



impacts on Great Crested Newts).  This proposal was consented (Planning Ref. 



P/2018/0732) with the building being constructed in 2019. 



2.2 Natural Resources Wales provided a consultation response at this time (NRW ref. CAS-



70281-V7W4).  NRW did not register an objection and recommended a condition be 



attached to require implementation of all the ‘avoidance and mitigation measures described 



in the ecology report’.  Ergo the proposed ecological avoidance/ mitigation measures were 



accepted. 



2.3 The 2018 consent included three key ecology-related conditions as follows: 



3. The development shall be carried out in accordance with the recommendation measures 



as set out in the approved ecological report of Tom Knight (Marches Ecology) dated 



14.08.2018. 



 
1 Marches Ecology (2020).  Proposed Raw Material Intake/ Cleaning and Weighing house, Lloyds Animal Feeds, 



Bridge Road (North), Wrexham industrial Estate, Wrexham – Ecology Addendum.  Produced on behalf of Lloyds 



Animal Feeds. 



2 Marches Ecology (2018).  Proposed Development at Lloyds Animal Feeds, Bridge Road (North), Wrexham 



industrial Estate, Wrexham – Preliminary Ecological Appraisal.  Produced on behalf of Lloyds Animal Feeds. 
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4. No part of the development shall commence until a scheme of Reasonable Avoidance 



Measures for great crested newts has been submitted to and approved in writing by the 



local planning authority.  The development shall only be carried out in accordance with the 



scheme as may be approved. 



5. No part of the development shall commence until details of the Ecological Clerk of Works 



(ECoW) have been submitted to and approved in writing to the local planning authority.  The 



ECoW should be responsible for ensuring that all recommendations contained in the 



submitted ecological report referenced in condition no. 3 and additional great crested newt 



Reasonable Avoidance Scheme as required in condition no. 4 are delivered. 



Condition 6 covered external lighting and though it is ecology-related it is not relevant to 



Great Crested Newts in this instance. 



2.4 Further to receipt of the planning consent a Great Crested Newt and Reptile Reasonable 



Avoidance Measures Method Statement3 was produced to address condition 4.  Marches 



Ecology was subsequently retained to ensure implementation of the RAMs Method 



Statement as well as the other mitigation measures detailed in the Preliminary Ecological 



Appraisal (to address conditions 3 and 5).  As part of this implementation a Toolbox Talk4 



document was produced and delivered to construction personnel by the ecologist. 



3 Natural Resources Wales Consultation Response 



3.1 NRW has provided a consultation response to the current application (NRW ref. CAS-



133340-F0T9).  In this response NRW stated that they have ‘significant concerns’ with the 



proposal, namely with regards potential impacts on Great Crested Newts.  NRW 



recommended that a condition be attached to any consent requiring the submission of a 



‘GCN Conservation Plan’.  The letter goes on to provide a bullet-point list of what said 



Conservation Plan should include. 



4 Further Consultation 



4.1 Due to concerns with the proportionality of the GCN Conservation Plan based on potential 



anticipated impacts on Great Crested Newts, Marches Ecology has contacted Emma Broad 



(Ecology and Biodiversity Officer, Wrexham County Borough Council) and Matt Ellis (Senior 



Species Advisor, NRW).  The purpose of this further consultation was to address the 



concerns raised by NRW wherever appropriate, and identify what additional ecological 



mitigation measures might be required.   



4.2 The mitigation measures proposed below are additional to those included in the Ecology 



Addendum letter report and are as agreed with both Emma and Matt. 



  



 
3 Marches Ecology (2019).  Proposed Development at Lloyds Animal Feeds, Bridge Road (North), Wrexham 



industrial Estate, Wrexham – Great Crested Newt and Reptile Reasonable Avoidance Measures Method 



Statement.  Produced on behalf of Lloyds Animal Feeds. 



4 Marches Ecology (2019a).  Lloyds Animal Feeds, Bridge Road (North), Wrexham industrial Estate – Ecology 



Toolbox Talk.  Produced on behalf of Lloyds Animal Feeds. 
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5 Avoidance/ Mitigation Measures 



Proposed Additional Measures 



5.1 The avoidance/ mitigation measures will include the following (with specific regard to Great 



Crested Newts): 



1. Provision of a habitat corridor to be retained across the site. 



2. Implementation of appropriate biosecurity measures. 



3. Evidence of the implementation of the approved avoidance/ mitigation measures. 



5.2 Figure 1 (attached to the end of this note) presents the proposed habitat corridor to be 



retained.  This corridor currently supports a mosaic of tall ruderal vegetation, scrub, broad-



leaved woodland and scattered trees.  It provides terrestrial habitat of high potential value 



for Great Crested Newts.  It is proposed to be 4 m wide.  Retention of this corridor would 



ensure habitat connectivity across the site, allowing amphibians to traverse across it using 



suitable habitat with good vegetative cover.  A hibernaculum would be created within this 



corridor.  An indicative location for this hibernaculum is shown on Figure 1. 



5.3 The hibernaculum would be created under the direction of the ecologist.  It would comprise 



materials retrieved from the proposed development site.  The hibernaculum would be a 



minimum of 2 m long, 1 m wide and 1 m high in accordance with the design provided in 



English Nature (2001)5.  This hibernaculum is to be provided as an enhancement measure. 



5.4 Appropriate biosecurity measures will be implemented throughout the proposed construction 



phase.  The implementation of basic biosecurity measures was recommended in the 



Ecology Addendum letter report.  The 2019 RAMs Method Statement included appropriate 



biosecurity measures in accordance with advice provided in the ARG UK Advice Note 46.  It 



is proposed to adopt the same approach: biosecurity measures will be included in an 



updated RAMs Method Statement. 



5.5 The NRW consultation letter states ‘We are aware of invasive species such as Himalayan 



Balsam and Japanese Knotweed being recorded in the environs of the application site (on 



the banks of the River Clywedog)’.  The River Clywedog is approximately 585 m away from 



the proposed development site at its closest point.  A background data search was 



conducted as part of the 2018 Preliminary Ecological Appraisal with records of Schedule 97 



plants considered at this time.  No Schedule 9 plants have been recorded from the proposed 



development site either in 2018 or in 2020.  As such the proposed biosecurity measures will 



specifically consider Ash dieback and amphibians only, but also include general best 



practice measures. 



5.6 It is proposed that a simple spreadsheet log of the implementation of the RAMs be 



maintained by the ecologist.  This log can be made available to representatives of WCBC 



and NRW on request or as required. 



  



 
5 English Nature (2001).  Great Crested Newt Mitigation Guidelines.  Version: August 2001.  English Nature, 



Peterborough. 



6 Amphibian & Reptile Groups of the United Kingdom Advice Note 4 – Amphibian Disease Precautions: A guide 



for UK Fieldworkers.  Version 2, revised March 2017. 



7 Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended. 
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Proposed Existing Measures  



5.7 The Ecology Addendum letter report concludes that the ‘assessment, recommendations and 



conclusions contained within the PEA (Sections 4.2 and 5) remain applicable’.  It proposes 



the following avoidance/ mitigation measures with regards Great Crested Newts: 



1. Implementation of non-licensed RAMs in accordance with a RAMs Method Statement. 



2. Should a Great Crested Newt be found at any time during the works then they would 



need to immediately cease and are unlikely to be able to re-commence until a 



'disturbance' licence had been obtained.   



3. Temporary fencing (e.g., heras) will be installed and retained throughout the proposed 



construction phase in order to protect adjacent areas of terrestrial habitat of high 



potential value for Great Crested Newts. 



4. Wherever possible potential refugia/ hibernacula should be avoided and protected from 



inadvertent damage. 



5. The RAMs would include a Toolbox Talk to be delivered by the ecologist. 



6. The implementation of basic biosecurity measures (though this is not specifically 



covered under the Great Crested Newt sub-section). 



5.8 The RAMs Method Statement and Toolbox Talk document would be adapted from that 



previously approved for the 2018/ 2019 development. 



6 Conclusions 



6.1 It is assumed that the above proposed measures would be attached as condition/s of the 



planning consent and that the implementation of these measures would be appropriate to 



avoid/ minimise any perceived potential impacts on Great Crested Newts. 



6.2 The current NRW consultation response states that ‘the population of great crested newts 



present within the environs of Wrexham Industrial Estate’ is of ‘overall national importance’.  



Whilst there is currently no designation that affirms this assertion, this broad statement is not 



contested here.  However, different parts of Wrexham Industrial Estate (which is an arbitrary 



delineation) are likely to provide different services/ resources for the local ‘population’. 



6.3 The density of ponds within the close vicinity of the Lloyds site is low when compared with 



other parts of Wrexham Industrial Estate (e.g., the northeast quadrant).  The Lloyds site 



does not provide any aquatic habitat and it is considered unlikely that the terrestrial habitat 



is of particular value for foraging/ hibernation (due to its location in relation to potential 



breeding waterbodies).  That said, and as is acknowledged in the 2018 Preliminary 



Ecological Appraisal, ‘it is possible that individual Great Crested Newts could be found 



more-or-less anywhere in this area’.  The Lloyds site, when considered in relation to existing 



known waterbodies, is most likely to be of value to Great Crested Newts for dispersal, if 



Great Crested Newts use the site at all.  It is therefore hoped that by providing the retained 



habitat corridor as detailed above that the value of the site for dispersing animals will be 



maintained. 
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Sharon
 
From: Sharon Holman 
Sent: 27 January 2021 10:15
To: 'Tim Howell'
Subject: RE: Proposed Extension at Lloyds Animal Feeds (P/2020/0599)
 
Hello Tim,
 
Option b) please.
 
Many thanks
Sharon
 
From: Tim Howell [mailto:TimH@lloydsanimalfeeds.com] 
Sent: 27 January 2021 09:58
To: Sharon Holman
Subject: Ref: Proposed Extension at Lloyds Animal Feeds (P/2020/0599)
 
Sharon 
 
Further to your email advising we speak to NRW directly, our ecologist has
 spoken with Matthew Ellis at NRW. The outcome of their telephone
 conversation and agreements are detailed in the emails below.
 
This leaves you to decide how to proceed from here in regards to the NRW
 formal consultation response. If this confirmation email from NRW is
 sufficient, we could either a) ignore the previous formal NRW response (or
 ask them to resubmit a modified response) or b) this email agreement can be
 secured with planning conditions from yourself based on us amending and re-
presenting our submission to WCBC in line with the suggested actions (as
 proposed by Matt Ellis).
 
Assuming that there are going to be several ecology related conditions
 attached to the consent anyway, we will fit in with what you would prefer.
 
I await your response.
 
Kind Regards,
 
Tim
 
 
 
Tim Howell
Group Operations Manager


Lloyds Animal Feeds
Morton
Oswestry SY10 8BH


E: timh@lloydsanimalfeeds.com
T: 01691 830741 x263 M: 07761 495885
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 registration number 820148. Registered in England and Wales.


 
 


 


Begin forwarded message:
 
From: "Ellis, Matthew" <Matthew.Ellis@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: Proposed Extension at Lloyds Animal Feeds
 (P/2020/0599)
Date: 26 January 2021 at 15:11:03 GMT
To: Tom Knight <tomknight@marchesecology.co.uk>
Cc: Emma Broad <Emma.Broad@wrexham.gov.uk>, Tim Howell
 <TimH@lloydsanimalfeeds.com>, Max Ellson
 <maxellson@marchesecology.co.uk>
 
Dear Tom,
 
Thank you very much for your email dated 26 January 2026 and for our earlier
 telecom
 
I wish to confirm that your updated non-licensed RAMS based approach, as
 articulated below, is satisfactory in respect of the safeguard of great crested. It is
 therefore satisfactory for the purposes of satisfying NRW’s requirements.
 
I suggest that you may therefore wish to update your ecological submission  and
 that revision is listed as an approved plan under any future planning consent.
 
I hope this help
 
Cheers
 
Matt
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Tom Knight <tomknight@marchesecology.co.uk> 
Sent: 26 January 2021 14:20
To: Ellis, Matthew <Matthew.Ellis@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk>
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Cc: Emma Broad <Emma.Broad@wrexham.gov.uk>; Tim Howell
 <TimH@lloydsanimalfeeds.com>; Max Ellson <maxellson@marchesecology.co.uk>
Subject: Proposed Extension at Lloyds Animal Feeds (P/2020/0599)
 
Hi Matt,
 
I am sending this email further to our phone conversation regarding NRW’s
 planning consultation response (Ref. CAS-133340-F0T9) to a proposed planning
 application for a small development at Lloyds Animal Feeds, Bridge Road North,
 Wrexham Industrial Estate (Approximate OS Grid Ref. SJ 383 496).  The planning
 reference for the current scheme is P/2020/0599.
 
As I explained a similar development (in terms of size and potential impacts on
 Great Crested Newts) was given consent in 2018 (P/2018/0732).  At this time NRW
 (Ref. CAS-70281-V7W4) accepted our proposed approach with regards Great
 Crested Newt mitigation/ avoidance measures.  Non-licensed Reasonable
 Avoidance Measures were implemented in accordance with  a RAMs Method
 Statement.
 
In NRW’s response to the current application it is advised that ‘a GCN Conservation
 Plan’ is required along with a bullet-pointed list of other conditions.  The
 parameters included within this list would more-or-less require a fully licensed
 scheme.  We do not believe that this is proportionate with the anticipated impacts
 of the proposal.
 
During our phone conversation today you agreed that a non-licensed RAMs
 approach would be sufficient for the proposed development at this site assuming
 that the avoidance/ mitigation measures included the following:
 


1. Provision of a habitat corridor to be retained across the site.
2. Implementation of appropriate biosecurity measures.
3. Evidence of the implementation of the approved avoidance/ mitigation


 measures.
 
It is suggested that a band of the existing trees/ scrub either along the northern or
 eastern site boundary could be retained to provide the habitat corridor.  A new
 hibernaculum could be created within this corridor.  A plan would be produced to
 identify this corridor along with the location of the proposed hibernaculum.
 
Our report, which formed part of the planning submission, recommended the
 implementation of basic biosecurity measures (largely due to the presence of Ash
 dieback at the site).  Basic biosecurity measures were included in the RAMs
 Method statement produced for the 2018 scheme.
 
A simple spreadsheet log of the implementation of the RAMs could be maintained
 by the ecologist to provide the required evidence.
 
It is assumed that the above requirements would be attached as condition/s of the
 planning consent.
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I trust that the above is to your satisfaction and would be grateful if you could
 confirm as such by return of email.  Should this meet NRW’s requirements I would
 hope that it would be possible to amend and re-submit the consultation response
 letter.
 
Should you require any further information please give me a call.
 
Kind regards
 
Tom Knight
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Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ymateb i 
unrhyw ohebiaeth yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd hyn yn arwain at 
unrhyw oedi.


Ewch i weld - mi fedrwch chi dalu, rhoi gwybod, gwneud cais,
 dweud eich dweud, a dod o hyd i wybodaeth ar-lein yn 
https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1l6ueb-00096f-
4j&i=57e1b682&c=3duSwv7AhFJnilQEF2ajaVUrUIB2lLEL0JM1nuvh_Rbu
ontcu-
CfcfKlfdamyTn4VgAUOZIoxA6nUb98r84SC2Qk1R4yoxXE_nDtTH2b16KRjS
bqRj4ghb2K6_WgRAbOqemuCMt0TsxekyEI1U1vSeYFnEkQdWTlngBcqDgyfg
KLK4fPQR_nIKWpRHxBuuQjo8AImEATlxMHJblm4-XS7Q. Arbedwch bapur
 - meddyliwch cyn argraffu! 


Mae'r neges e-bost hon ac unrhyw atodiadau wedi eu bwriadu 
ar gyfer yr unigolyn neu’r sefydliad y’i cyfeirir atynt yn 
unig. Am yr amodau llawn ynglŷn â chynnwys a defnyddio’r 
neges e-bost hon, ac unrhyw atodiadau, cyfeiriwch at 
https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1l6ueb-00096f-
4j&i=57e1b682&c=m40vFUzdgyrsOF6M0eJ5VWn8gNTMf3gljjS2CNJEdGeC
6JIdqABVmKg-
VnMe5YcBqE79PGptZGm7rKJfAKZ8aWVkhSmEqD3a97BDxyAeX8XmD9T-
e4wWxVAqzrIKe1toPfYVTcqbJx5YbEXUK9cWnWr0sEH7R-p-
8IKvkLHDTTqMC0qrjIg0eBd3ikeRPPaxcxxMvGeRAQx2psh-
ID5kZppQoeNf5lbHiHD4ceBzrtvY5Tuupn0d6RHyVrpprkna


We welcome correspondence in Welsh. We will respond to any 
correspondence in Welsh and this will not lead to any delay.


Take a look - you can pay, report, request, have your say 
and find information online at 
https://url6.mailanyone.net/v1/?m=1l6ueb-00096f-
4j&i=57e1b682&c=2lNFNd_VGPXg6s4uZOTJJfQlkahRDLK9ccdmZDnsoaaW
TC_cCzECQdskrQDlZM_o1tTIgX_JYvscUATjR7kggpGdFrZHIm2C1xCEc1oP
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