Details of proposed use for P/2020/0669
Rural Enterprise
The proposal is required to enhance a rural enterprise which currently provides three key services. The training of dogs for:
1	control around livestock (and wildlife)
2	behavioural issues, especially aggression
3	development of working dogs (including tracking).

One of the key aspects of the business is to provide training for dogs to eliminate livestock and wildlife worrying. In 2018 dog attacks on livestock in Wales cost £285,000 and police records show over 300 dog attacks on livestock over 3 years. This does not take into account the impact on wildlife and in particular threatened species such as black grouse, water vole, brown hare and ground nesting birds such as lapwings within the AONB.
The main component in training dogs to be under control around livestock is having livestock available on site and therefore this can not be accomplished within a settlement. The property currently holds a CPH registration to facilitate the movement and husbandry of sheep, goats and chickens.
The proposal would allow dogs to be boarded onsite during their training programs, and whilst the mitigation of noise is paramount it can not be eliminated entirely and thus necessitates a site away from a settlement.

Employment
The proposal will provide rural employment opportunities totalling 3 full time and 2 part time employees ideally from the local community, who would be able to work closer to home.

Transportation
The training provided requires repeated exposure to livestock over a period of time. By boarding dogs onsite we can substantially reduce the travel for owners who otherwise need to bring the dog to site for every training session.
We believe we're the only place offering this specialist training in the county, therefore despite being located outside a settlement we are reducing the need for owners to travel significant distances.
Most training programs last two weeks, with the facility able to board a maximum of 12 dogs at a time. Therefore the maximum impact on the transport network would be less than a single drop off and pick up per day. Vehicles are typically normal family cars, substantially less impactful than normal agricultural vehicles/trailers which frequent the roads. There is sufficient space for visiting vehicles to pull off the road before opening the gate, minimising any impact on traffic.
There will be no general opening hours for the business and attendance on site will be by appointment only, thereby allowing vehicle movements to be managed to avoid peak periods of traffic.
