Heritage Impact Assessment in Wales
Property:- 5, Mill Terrace, Bersham, Wrexham, LL14 4LP
Owner:- Mr Christopher Williams

Agent:- Mr David Ellis (Wrexham County Borough Council)

Proposed Work:- Excavate and relay front path from pavement to front door

Objective and why changes are desirable or necessary

The objective of this planning application is to enable the owner to safely access the property.  

Occupational Therapy have identified the current path unsuitable for a wheelchair and a more suitable access is required. (Fig 1)  This includes concreted area up to door threshold (Fig 2).
Fig 1
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Fig 2
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Understanding the significance of your historic asset 
We understand the historic significance of 5 Mill Terrace, Bersham, Wrexham, LL14 4LP due to its age and design (As below)
History

A group of 3 estate cottages, built in 1859 to designs of John Gibson, architect to the Plas Power Estate.

Exterior

Simplified Cottage Orne style. Random squared rubble, slate roofs with red tile cresting and axial stacks to front and rear. 3 cottages in a symmetrical composition with advanced outer gables. Nos 4 and 6 are entered from the sides, while the door to No 5 (plank door with strap hinges) is to the right of the narrow central bay. 3-light mullioned and transomed window to the left of this doorway and a single light transomed window in gabled dormer above it. The outer gables, roofed separately from the main ridge line, each have 2-light mullioned and transomed window to ground floor and single light transomed window above. All windows have latticed glazing. Gable returns have doorways with heavy stone architraves and lean-to canopy porches. Similar windows alongside. Gables throughout have scalloped barge boards.  (Fig 3)
Reasons for Listing

A well detailed composition, retaining its original character. The cottages are of particular interest for their association with the Plas Power Estate.

Fig 3
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Identifying your proposed changes 
Occupational Therapy requested a metal modular ramp (Fig 4)
Fig 4
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This was not in keeping with property and surrounding area, hence the request for the pathway to be laid in buff slabs.

Assessing the impact of your proposals 
Buff slabs (Fig 5) would be more in keeping with the area matching the house colour (Fig 6), buff slabs will also weather in time.
Fig 5







Fig 6
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Reasoning behind your preferred option including design concepts.

Fig 7 shows the proposed design of the ramp.
1200mm x 900mm Platform by door, ramp leading to 1200mm x 900mm platform before pavement.  
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Fig 7
Fig 8 shows the proposed location of the ramp leading from pavement to front door.
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Fig 8
After consultation with Anna Irwin (Former WCBC Conservation Officer) this option was chosen as the most appropriate design being sympathetic and built in materials suitable for 5 Mill Terrace, Bersham, Wrexham, LL14 4LP therefore fitting well within the conservation area.

