Additional information in regards to the farming activities at Wolvesacre Hall

The freehold farm of approximately 185 acres at Wolvesacre Hall is owned by JK Clarke and ME Clarke (the applicants). The farming trade is carried on by a Close Limited Company, Wolvesacre Hall Ltd (the Company). The Company is wholly owned by JK, ME, RC and JE Clarke.

The Company commenced trading in 2016 and has turned over in excess of £97,000 in 2019.  The Company has commercial business plans to grow and expand over the next 5 year period.

The farming activities are mixed and consist of:

Approx 120 acres of arable crops rotated in accordance with CAP/Welsh RPA rules but consisting of Winter Barley, Winter Wheat, Oil Seed Rape, Spring Barley and grass crop margins. All produce for sale to third parties.

Approx 45 acres is permanent pasture put to growing 2/3 crops of wrapped haylage for store and sale. In winter time this land is used for sheep grazing.

Approx 20 acres is permanent pasture used for grazing livestock/keep.

The farm is ring fenced and an IACS plan has already been submitted to the Authority.

When the current occupiers took over the farm there were over 10 agricultural buildings on the farm yard area site. Some of these were in a poor state of repair and had to be demolished. Other excess buildings were taken down and recyclable materials were reused or sold. The remaining modern buildings including the one in the application are the absolute minimum required to carry out the farming trade within regulations and efficiently in terms of trading as a profit making enterprise.

The Agricultural building in the application is not a new building but merely an existing building which the applicants wish to move within the site for matters of efficiency and asset security. The building is essential for the farming activities as it is the only remaining shed to house essential agricultural machinery and implements etc on site which are wholly necessary for the carrying out of the farming trade.

These assets consist of:
Case 540 Tractor
Manitou 527 loader
Manitou bucket
Teuchuchi 5 ton tracked excavator and associated buckets
Ford Ranger pick up
Land Rover defender
Khun topper
8 foot Flat bed roller
Haylage bale spike
Haylage mower
Haylage tedder
Ivor Williams Flat bed trailer
Ivor Williams horse trailer
5000L Bunded Red diesel tank and pump
Grease/oils/hydraulic fluid necessary for the above
Numerous other sundry items of equipment.
Plant and equipment hired or loaned by the applicants for the purpose of the farming trade where the applicants are obliged by condition of the hire or loan to keep the assets secure and not exposed to undue weather conditions/risk of theft or damage which may cause damage to such items.

None of the above items should be stored outside long term.

Produce from the farm (haylage/wheat straw\barley straw) is stored in the timber clad building shown on the plans previously submitted. This building is also used for winter sheep corralling, feet trimming, animal welfare etc. Should surplus produce be made the machinery shed can also double up as a produce store in times of need.

With respect to the dwellings on the farm unit: the original farmhouse has been demolished and is in the process of being rebuilt by the applicants JK and ME Clarke to be their permanent residence from which they will carry out the farming of the land. The rebuild project has been held up due to the COVID 19 epidemic. The applicants JK, ME and JE Clarke temporary reside in the dwelling known as Wolvesacre Barn which is also situated on the agricultural unit so that they are able to farm the land. JE Clarke will remain in Wolvescre Barn or the dwelling may in future be let out to third parties. 
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