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Non-technical Summary 
 

 
This document is a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for an archaeological evaluation 
at the site of Land off Hillock Lane, Gresford, Wrexham, LL12 8YL. The proposed 
development is currently in the pre-application stage of planning.  

 
The evaluation will consist of 23 trenches excavated across the site by an archaeological 
contractor. The trenches are located to target anomalies identified in a recent geophysical 
survey of the site. 
  
The archaeological potential of the site is: 
Prehistoric remains: there is high potential for remains of cut features and deposits to be 
present on the site. The recent geophysical survey identified potential enclosures, 
settlement activity and possibly a round barrow. 
Roman remains: there is low to moderate potential for Roman features and deposits. The 
site is located to the south of a possible Roman road and finds from this period are known 
in the area. 
 
The results of the evaluation will determine the presence or absence of archaeology and 
will be used to inform the need for further archaeological fieldwork. It is intended that the 
report on the results of the archaeological evaluation will accompany the planning 
application. The purpose of this will be to inform the nature of any potential planning 
conditions relating to archaeology for the development. The decision regarding the 
requirement for further work rests with the Archaeological Advisor to the Local Planning 
Authority. 
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1. Introduction 
 

Report Scope 
1.1.1 This written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) is for an archaeological evaluation on the site 

of Land off Hillock Lane, Gresford, Wrexham, LL12 8YL (Figure 1). It has been 
commissioned from Iceni Projects by Norris Jones Developments. 

1.1.2 The site is currently occupied by agricultural (pastoral) fields. The centre of the site lies at 
National Grid reference 336047 354489. The highest part of the site is c 76.5m OD, in the 
north eastern corner, and it slopes to the south and south west to c 71.3m OD.  

1.1.3 The proposed development of the site is for housing and is currently in the pre-application 
stage of planning. It is intended that the report on the results of the archaeological 
evaluation will accompany the planning application. The purpose of this will be to inform 
the nature of any potential planning conditions relating to archaeology for the 
development.   

1.1.4 A recent geophysical survey of the site (TigerGeo 2020, APPENDIX B) revealed curving 
and linear anomalies and possibly features relating to settlement in the north eastern 
corner of the site. A ring ditch in the south east may represent a barrow or circular 
enclosure. The general agreement is that a number of the potential features have Bronze 
Age characteristics.  

1.1.5 The archaeological potential of the site and the scope of the evaluation has been 
discussed and developed with Mark Walters, Development Control Archaeologist for 
Clwyd-Powys. 

1.1.6 All works will be carried out in accordance with the CIfA standards and guidance (CIfA 
2014a, b and c) and the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust (CPAT) requirements for 
archaeological evaluations (APPENDIX C).  
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2. Archaeological background  
 

The archaeological background of the site is described in detail in the Heritage 
Assessment (BWB 2019). A summary is provided here. 

 
Geology, topography and site description 

2.1.1 The site is formed of open agricultural fields and is surrounded by fields to the east, south 
and west. Hillock Lane and properties situated on the southern side of the lane form the 
northern boundary of the site.   

2.1.2 The site is situated on a south/southwest facing slope. The ground height ranges between 
75.10–76.50m OD along Hillock Lane in the north and 71.24–74.76m OD along the 
southern site boundary. 

2.1.3 The British Geological Society viewer 
(www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer) shows the underlying 
superficial geology of the site as Devensian glaciofluvial sand and gravel Deposits formed 
up to 2 million years ago. 

 
Archaeological and historical background 
  
Prehistoric: Palaeolithic period to Iron Age (Prehistoric c800,000 BC – AD 43) 

2.1.4 The site is located within an area of known prehistoric activity from a range of periods.  
2.1.5 Prehistoric finds from the area include the Hollyfield Axe, which dates to the Neolithic 

period. It was found 800m to the north-west of the Site. 
2.1.6 Recent excavations at Borras Quarry, 1km to the south of the site, have revealed 

extensive areas of Neolithic and Bronze Age settlement evidence. 
2.1.7 Within the area around Wrexham there are several scheduled round barrows of Bronze 

Age date including; the Bryn Alyn Round Barrow, the Fairy Oak Round Barrow and the 
Hillbury Round Barrow 

2.1.8 Known Iron Age activity in the area includes Bryn Alyn Camp, a promontory enclosure 
situated c3km to the south west of the site. 
 
Roman (AD43–c410) 

2.1.9 When the Roman Legions reached Wroxeter in 48AD, Wrexham formed part of the 
territory held by the Iron Age Cornovii tribe. Around 70 - 75 A.D the Legionary fortress of 
Deva was constructed in what is now modern-day Chester and for the next 300 years it 
was the home of the Twentieth Legion. 

2.1.10 Numerous Roman discoveries have been made in the local vicinity, including a coin hoard 
500m to the south east and human remains dating to the 2nd century AD 800m south of 
the site. 

2.1.11 It is thought that Gresford High Street may be on the line of a Roman road connecting 
Chester with Ffridd.  
 
Medieval 

2.1.12 The early medieval earthwork of Wat's Dyke lies, at its closest point, approximately 3.5km 
to the west of the site. The Dyke extends for around 40 miles, running generally parallel 
with and to the east of Offa's Dyke. 

2.1.13 Gresford is recorded in the Domesday survey of 1086 and consisted of 24 households. 
The site would have been located outside of the settlement centre in the medieval period. 
The medieval settlement of Marford and Hoseley is also located c600m to the south of the 
site. 

2.1.14 Several medieval coins and a silver sword pommel have been found in the area 
surrounding the site. 
 
Post-medieval–modern (c16th century –present) 
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2.1.15 As is true of the present day, during this period the site was situated to the south west of 
Gresford centre, and latterly on the edge of the town’s residential spread. All cartographic 
sources show the site as agricultural land. 

2.1.16 The first map to show the site dates from 1844, where it comprises a series of enclosed 
rectilinear fields just to the south of a farmstead. These buildings are later identified as 
Hillock Farm on the 1900 OS map. 

2.1.17 The 1900 map also shows the amalgamation of many of the fields into large ones, which 
form the same layout on the site today.  
 
Past Archaeological Investigations 

2.1.18 No archaeological investigations have taken place on the site. Investigations taken place 
in the surrounding study area are listed in the Heritage Asessment (BWB 2019). 

2.1.19 A geophysical survey of the site was undertaken by TigerGeo in 2019 which showed a 
series of subsurface anomalies on the site likely to comprise archaeological remains. 
Many of them have Bronze Age characteristics and may represent a barrow, ditched 
enclosures (possibly for settlement/agriculture/land boundary purposes), pits and other cut 
features/spreads. The full results are appended (APPENDIX B) to this document.     
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3. Objectives 
 

General Objectives 
3.1.1 An archaeological evaluation is a programme of fieldwork designed to evaluate the 

archaeological potential of a site. It is often the first stage of fieldwork to be undertaken on 
a site and is used to inform the need and scope of further work. 

3.1.2 The Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIFA) define an evaluation as: 
A limited programme of non-intrusive and/or intrusive fieldwork which determines the presence or 
absence of archaeological features, structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts within a specified 
area or site. If such archaeological remains are present field evaluation defines their character, 
extent, quality and preservation, and enables an assessment of their worth in a local, regional, 
national or international context as appropriate. 

3.1.3 As such, the general objectives of any evaluation are to determine where possible: 
 

 The nature and level of natural geology 

 The earliest deposits identified 

 The latest deposits identified 

 The character of archaeological deposits encountered 

 The extent of modern disturbance 
 

3.1.4 CIFA guidelines also state that during the evaluation stage of fieldwork, archaeological 
remains should not be: 
…needlessly disturbed or damaged or inappropriate or excessive cost incurred. 

 

3.1.5 The results of the evaluation will be used to establish if further fieldwork is necessary such 
as further evaluation, or mitigation fieldwork in advance of the development. This will be 
determined by consultation with the local curator; in this case the Development Control 
Archaeologist for Clwyd-Powys. 
 
Site specific objectives 

3.1.6 Taking into account the archaeological and historical background of the site and it’s wider 
area and the geophysical survey, in addition to the above general objectives (3.1.3), the 
site specific objectives of the evaluation are: 
 

 Are any of the geophysical anomalies natural/geological in origin? 

 Do pre-Neolithic remains survive on site? 

 What is the form and likely function of any linear features? 

 What is the form and likely function of any curving linear features? 

 Do occupation horizons/spreads survive on site? If so, what is their nature? 

 Do structural features survive on site? If so, what is their nature? 

 Are any of the potential circular enclosures round barrows? 

 Are discrete cut features such as pits present? If so, what is their nature? 

 Are Roman features or deposits present? If so, what is their nature? 

 Are Medieval features or deposits present? If so, what is their nature? 

 Are post-Medieval features or deposits present? If so, what is their nature? 
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4. Methodology 
 

Site specific evaluation methodology 
4.1.1 The archaeological evaluation will consist of the excavation of 23 trenches, the proposed 

locations of which are shown on Figure 2. 
4.1.2 APPENDIX C should be consulted for CPAT archaeological evaluation guidance. 
4.1.3 The archaeological site contractor will be required to digitise the trench locations shown on 

Figure 2 in GIS. Trench locations will then need to be set out on site using electronic 
survey equipment (total station/GPS) prior to their excavation. The purpose of this is to 
allow accurate targeting of geophysical anomalies. 

4.1.4 Service plans should be consulted and trench locations CAT scanned prior to excavation. 
If extant services are present at a trench location, the trench will be moved or if not 
practicable, not excavated.    
 
 

Trench (Tr) Geophysical 
anomaly targeted 

Dimensions 

1 15 10 x 1.8m 

2 36 10 x 1.8m 

3 19 15 x 1.8m 

4 22 15 x 1.8m 

5 23 10 x 1.8m 

6 21 10 x 1.8m 

7 24 15 x 1.8m 

8 10 10 x 1.8m 

9 13 (w) 10 x 1.8m 

10 13 (e) 10 x 1.8m 

11 14 10 x 1.8m 

12 25 22 x 1.8m 

13 35 15 x 1.8m 

14 26 25 x 1.8m 

15 28 25 x 1.8m 

16 27 10 x 1.8m 

17 3 15 x 1.8m 

18 7 10 x 1.8m 

19 37 25 x 1.8m 

20 18 20 x 1.8m 

21 29 10 x 1.8m 

22 30 & 32  20 x 1.8m 

23 31 10 x 1.8m 

Table 1 Summary of proposed investigation 

 
4.1.5 The trenches will be opened by a mechanical excavator (JCB or slew tracked type) using 

a toothless ditching bucket under the supervision of the attending archaeologist.  
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4.1.6 Machine excavation will continue until the first meaningful archaeological horizon is 
reached, as determined by the supervising archaeologist or until the natural substrate is 
reached, whichever is first. Investigation will then proceed by hand including cleaning, 
appropriate excavation and recording in plan and/or section. 

4.1.7 Any cut features (e.g. ditches or pits) or structures encountered should be recorded in plan 
and manually excavated before proceeding with further excavation. 

4.1.8 All archaeological features and deposits must be cleaned and investigated by hand in 
accordance with CIfA Standards and Guidance, with sufficient work undertaken to 
determine their date and character, and the remains should be recorded.    

4.1.9 Excavation may be limited by health and safety constraints such as depth. It may be 
necessary, where practical, to ‘step out’ the trenches if the trench edges are deemed 
unsafe. 

4.1.10 Excavation will not be carried out at the expense of significant remains and it may be 
necessary to preserve such remains in-situ. 

4.1.11 Should features of national importance and possibly of schedulable quality be observed, 
fieldwork will cease until the remains have been inspected by the Development Control 
Archaeologist of Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust and the appropriate Cadw Regional 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments. 

4.1.12 If human remains are found, they will be left in situ and covered. They will not be 
excavated unless their removal is essential and a Ministry of Justice licence is obtained. 

  
Recording systems 

4.1.13 A unique site code will be obtained from the local issuing organisation. 
4.1.14 The recording system used during the evaluation, including written and drawn records, is 

set out in APPENDIX C CPAT archaeological evaluation guidance. 
4.1.15 This will include, where appropriate: 

 Written records on pro forma context sheets 

 Hand drawn plans on drafting film at a scale of 1:20  

 Hand drawn sections on drafting film at a scale of 1:10 or 1:20  

 Digital photographs 

 Context, photographic and sample registers 

 A stratigraphic ‘Harris’ matrix compiled and fully checked during the course of the 

excavation 

4.1.16 Archaeological deposits will be levelled to Ordnance Datum (m OD) from a known height 
bench mark. 

4.1.17 Archaeological trench locations will be recorded either with electronic survey equipment. 
Trench locations will be tied in to the National Grid system. 
 
Treatment of finds and samples 

4.1.18 Section 1.1 of APPENDIX C should be referred to for full CPAT guidance on the treatment 
of finds and samples.  

4.1.19 Finds will be recovered from stratigraphic units and retained to help characterise the 
archaeological deposits. 

4.1.20 Bulk environmental samples (40-60 litre) of deposits may be retrieved from suitable 
stratigraphic units if necessary. These may require offsite processing via tank flotation. 

4.1.21 The sampling strategy should be developed in consultation with the Development Control 
Archaeologist for Clwyd-Powys during the works. Environmental and scientific dating 
sampling may need to be discussed with the science advisor. 

4.1.22 Processed finds and samples will be assessed off site by appropriate specialists. 
4.1.23 Marking, bagging and boxing of finds will follow the archive receiving body’s guidelines. 
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4.1.24 Should gold, silver or other finds definable as treasure be made, they will be reported to 
the Coroner as stipulated in the Treasure Act of 1996, amended 2003. 

4.1.25 Permission will be sought from the landowner, by the archaeological contractor carrying 
out the work, to deposit all finds with the archive receiving body. This will be secured via a 
signed Deed of Transfer. 

 
Report and Archive 

4.1.26 An Evaluation Report will be produced within 2 weeks of the completion of the field work 
and will be made available to the client and CPAT. Submission of the report to the Local 
Planning Authority will be carried out by the client or their planning consultant. 

4.1.27 The Reporting and Archiving Section of APPENDIX C should be referred to for full CPAT 
guidance. 

4.1.28 The Evaluation Report shall include: 

 Summary 

 Introduction 

 Archaeological, historical and topographic background 

 Methodology 

 Results 

 Finds summary 

 Answering of original research aims 

 Discussion of potential and significance 

 Proposed development impact and conclusions 

 Location figures and figures detailing archaeological findings 

 Bibliography 

 OASIS form 
4.1.29 Sections VI to X of Reporting and Archiving in APPENDIX C should be referred to for full 

details of archiving. For this site: 

 The archive should be deposited with the RCAHMW NMR or ADS. 

 A high resolution copy of the digital report should be forwarded to the HER Officer 
Gary Duckers gary.duckers@cpat.org.uk 

 The finds archive should be deposited with Wrexham Museums by prior agreement 
4.1.30 Appendix D - Guidance for the Submission of Data to the Welsh Historic Environment 

Records (HERs) should be referred to.   
4.1.31 The archive will be prepared in accordance to the standards set out in Society of Museum 

Archaeologists: Towards an Accessible Archive. The Transfer of Archaeological Archives 
to Museums: Guidelines for Use in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales (1995). 
The minimum standard for a site archive is set out in Management of Recording Projects 
in the Historic Environment (2015). 

4.1.32 A short summary of the results of the evaluation will be submitted for inclusion in the 
appropriate academic journals. 
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5. Programme and site requirements 
 

Programme 
5.1.4 The evaluation can commence once the WSI has been submitted to and approved by the 

Development Control Archaeologist for Clwyd-Powys.  
5.1.5 The Development Control Archaeologist will be given at least 5 days notice of the work 

starting on site, and will be kept updated as the work progresses, as well as being given 
access to site to look at the trenches. 

5.1.6 The start date and duration of the archaeological evaluation will depend on the Site 
Contractor’s or client’s programme of works and the nature and extent of any 
archaeological remains encountered.  

 
Site requirements  

5.1.7 The archaeological contractor will need safe access to the trench locations and space for 
welfare and storage units, plant and vehicles. 

5.1.8 If a Principal Contractor is present on site, the archaeological contractor will require 
access to welfare and some provision for on site storage. 
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6. Health and safety 
 

 
6.1.1 The archaeological contractor will produce a site-specific Risk Assessment Method 

Statement (RAMS). This should be read in conjunction with this document. 
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Figure 2 Trench locations overlain on geophysical survey results
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Appendix A – Planning background 

 
The planning background is covered in detail in section 3 of the Heritage Assessment (BWB 2019) 
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Appendix B – Geophysical survey report 
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Appendix C – CPAT evaluation guidance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



General Requirements for Archaeological Field Evaluations in the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust 
Area 

DEFINITION  

The Chartered Institute for Archaeologists defines an archaeological field evaluation as ‘…a limited 
programme of non-intrusive and/or intrusive fieldwork which determines the presence or absence of 
archaeological features, structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts within a specified area or site …If such 
archaeological remains are present field evaluation defines their character, extent, quality and 
preservation, and enables an assessment of their worth in a local, regional, national or international 
context as appropriate (CIfA 2014).  

  

FIELDWORK METHODOLOGY  

I. The positioning of evaluation locations must take into account the position of any extant services and 
any requirements of the landowner.  A plan showing the location of the trenches or specified area and 
the rationale informing the locations will be submitted to the Development Control Archaeologist, 
Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust for approval, prior to the works commencing.  

II. Prior to the commencement of the project, the Archaeological Contractor should seek to ensure that 
appropriate arrangements are in place for the storage and/or disposal of spoil resulting from any 
required excavation work and for the subsequent re-instatement of the excavated areas.  

III. Topsoil and/or overburden may be removed by a mechanical excavator equipped with a wide (eg 
minimum 1.2m wide) toothless ditching bucket to the top of archaeological deposits or the natural 
substrate, whichever is observed first. Any cut features (e.g. ditches or pits) or structures encountered 
should be recorded in plan and manually excavated before proceeding with further excavation. If some 
evaluation locations need to be excavated throughout to a depth at which the sides of the trench/area 
are considered unstable, to reach the natural subsoil/ archaeological deposits, the sides of trenches 
must first be either shored, battered or “stepped back” to allow safe working. Archaeological deposits 
should never be removed by machine, except where such procedure has been authorised by the 
Development Control Archaeologist, Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust 

IV. All machine work should be supervised by an experienced archaeologist.  

V. Each evaluation location should be cleaned by hand to a level sufficient to allow the identification and 
planning of archaeological features.  Where archaeological features appear to be absent, sufficient 
cleaning needs to be undertaken to demonstrate this.  

VI. The evaluation will involve the systematic examination and accurate recording of all archaeological 
features, horizons and artefacts identified.  

VII. All archaeological features and deposits must be cleaned and investigated by hand in accordance 
with CIfA Standards and Guidance, with sufficient work undertaken to determine their date and 
character, and the remains should be recorded.    



VIII. Should features of national importance and possibly of schedulable quality be observed, fieldwork 
will cease until the remains have been inspected by the Development Control Archaeologist, Clwyd-
Powys Archaeological Trust and the appropriate Cadw Regional Inspector of Ancient Monuments.  

IX. In the event of human burials being discovered, they will initially be left in situ, and if removal is 
required, the archaeologist will procure and comply with all statutory consents and licences under the 
Burial Act 1857. X. All stratified finds should be collected by context, or where appropriate, individually 
recorded in 3 dimensions.  Unstratified finds should only be collected where they contribute significantly 
to the project objectives or are particular intrinsic interest. XI. In the event of finding any artefacts 
covered by the provisions of the Treasure Act 1996, the appropriate procedures under this legislation 
must be followed. XII. The responsible use of metal detectors for locating buried metal artefacts is 
permitted However, only by Metal Detecting Clubs and members of Metal Detecting Clubs that are 
recognised by the National Council for Metal Detecting  and follow the National Council for Metal 
Detecting Code of Conduct, and they must follow the Portable Antiquities Schemes Code of practice for 
responsible metal detecting.  

  

RECORDING  

I. The areas evaluated should be accurately tied into the National Grid and located on a 1:2500 or 1:1250 
map of the area.  All archaeological features identified must also be tied to the OS survey grid and fixed 
local topographic boundaries.  

II. Each evaluation area should be planned at an appropriate scale.  Where complex deposits are present 
at 1:20, or 1:50 or 1:100 where deposits of lesser complexity are present.  

III. All relevant trench sections drawn must be drawn where archaeological deposits and features have 
been identified and recorded, with levels related to the Ordnance Datum. For trenches with only a 
topsoil/subsoil profile and no archaeological features a representative section should be recorded with a 
record of the height of each key horizon at either end of the trench as well as the ground surface and 
maximum depths of the trench and these converted to OD heights.  

IV. All archaeological contexts will be recorded using a continuous numbered context system on pro-
forma recording sheets.  

V. All archaeological features revealed and identified during the evaluation must be recorded and drawn 
at 1:50, 1:20 and 1:10 scales as appropriate.  

VI. All archaeological deposits and features should be levelled and recorded with an above ordnance 
datum (aOD) level.  Similarly the top and base of all ground works must be recorded with an above 
ordnance datum (aOD) level.  

VII. A full and proper record (written, graphic and photographic as appropriate) should be made for all 
work, using pro forma record sheets and text descriptions appropriate to the work.  

VIII. A photographic record of all contexts should be produced, with a digital camera (minimum 12mp).  
This should include a clearly visible, graduated metric scale. File formats retains should include Jpeg 
(Fine – highest resolution) and RAW.    



IX. A register of all photographs should be kept.   

X. Photographs should be of archive quality using a digital SLR (minimum 12mp).   

XI. General location photographs can be taken using digital photography at a minimum resolution of 
12mp.  

XII. Digital records created as part of the project should comply with specific data standards.  

XIII. An appropriate plan of all investigated archaeological features will be produced on water resistant 
draughting film accompanied by written records on pro-forma record sheets.  

 

 1.1. ARTEFACTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL SAMPLES  

I. The treatment of artefacts and environmental samples will be integrated into all stages of the 
archaeological process, and an appropriate sampling strategy for artefacts and environmental samples, 
and subsequent arrangements for storage, conservation, analysis and publication will be developed in 
advance of the commencement of fieldwork and included within the specification or project design.  

II. All finds and samples must be collected, processed, sorted, quantified, recorded, labelled, packed, 
stored, recorded, marked, assessed, analysed and conserved according to the specification or project 
design agreed by the Development Control Archaeologist, Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust.  

III. Throughout the fieldwork and after the fieldwork all artefacts recovered must be stored 
appropriately, both in terms of storage materials and storage conditions, to ensure minimal 
deterioration and loss of information.  This should include controlled storage, correct packaging, regular 
monitoring of conditions, and the immediate conservation of vulnerable materials.  

IV. The Archaeological Contractor must make suitable arrangements to assess and study any artefacts, 
assemblages and environment samples collected during fieldwork.   

V. In most cases any artefacts recovered during fieldwork will be the rightful property of the landowner. 
However, the landowner should be encouraged to deposit the finds from fieldwork with an appropriate 
museum or repository.  An agreement with the appropriate museum or repository should be secured 
prior to the commencement of the fieldwork.  

VI. A catalogue of all artefactual material found will be produced.  This will be arranged by context and 
will be quantified by number and/or weight of material.  

VII. Drawings of significant artefacts will be produced.  

VIII. After the completion of the fieldwork arrangements should be made, with the agreement of the 
landowner, for the long term conservation and storage of all artefacts in an appropriate local or county 
museum.  

  

 

 



 

REPORTING AND ARCHIVING 

I. The evaluation report should be fully representative of the information gained from any documentary 
research, archaeological fieldwork and post-excavation analysis that has being undertaken.  This 
includes when there is negative evidence to relay.  

II. As a minimum standard reports should conform to the guidelines set out by the CIfA in their suite of 
Standards and Guidance documents.  

III. Reports submitted in support of planning applications are public documents which need to be easily 
understandable by a non-specialist audience, therefore, they should be written in a clear, concise and 
logical style, and all technical terms should be explained.  

IV. As a minimum the report must contain:  

a) Non-technical summary  

b) The aims and objectives of the field evaluation  

c) A clear location map of study area showing areas covered by the field evaluation, its relationship to 
local topography and the position of trial trenches, test pits or excavation areas  

d) Details of the field methodology used  

e) An objective summary of the results of the field evaluation  

f) Details of the results of the evaluation, including a detailed description of the deposits observed and 
recorded, their character, function, potential date and their relationship to adjacent contexts  

g) A location plan showing the location of any artefacts, features or structures found  

h) Specialist descriptions and illustrations of artefacts and environmental samples, and an assessment of 
its potential for further study, prepared by suitably qualified and experienced individuals  

i) Conclusions of the evaluation, including a statement regarding the importance of the archaeological 
remains in a local, regional or national context; a confidence statement and an indication of the 
potential for archaeological deposits that were not disturbed during the field evaluation   

j) Index to and location of the archive  

k) Appendices, including a detailed archive list that details all recorded contexts, all find retrieved and 
the find types, all samples taken, all drawing produced and all photographs taken  

l) Supporting photographs  

m) Supporting illustrations, plans and sections with appropriate scales and north arrows 

n) References.  

V. The report should contain enough objective data to enable an informed decision to be made in 
relation to submitted planning applications, including requirements for further works (CIfA 2014).  



 

VI. The resulting digital report will be submitted to the applicant, Local Planning Authority and the 
Development Control Archaeologist at Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust (Mark Walters  
mark.walters@cpat.org.uk ) On approval the final report should be submitted in high resolution PDF 
format to the Historic Environment Record Officer (Gary Duckers gary.duckers@cpat.org.uk ), Clwyd-
Powys Archaeological Trust for inclusion within the Historic Environment Record.  

 

VI.I The Archaeological Contractor should obtain copies of the HER Deposition Guidance and HER 
Depositor Licence from the HER Officer (Gary Duckers gary.duckers@cpat.org.uk ) before any reports or 
archives are submitted to the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust Historic Environment Record. 

 

VIII. The overall archive will conform to guidelines described in Management of Research Projects in the 
Historic Environment (MoRPHE), Historic England 2006, the CIfA’s Standard and Guidance for the 
creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of archaeological archives (CIfA, 2014c) and The National 
Standard and Guidance to Best Practice for Collecting and Depositing Archaeological Archives in Wales 
2017 (NPAAW, 2017). 

 

IX. The paper and digital archive will be deposited with the National Monuments Record, RCAHMW or 
ADS including a copy of the final report. This archive will include all written, drawn, survey and 
photographic records relating directly to the investigations undertaken. NMR Digital archives will follow 
the standard required by the RCAHMW (RCAHMW, 2015). A copy of the digital archive only will also be 
lodged with the Historic Environment Record, Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust. 

 

X. Any artefacts recovered during the recording process should be deposited with the nearest regional 
or county museum and the museum should be contacted in advance for their archiving and deposition 
guidelines. The artefacts should be deposited along with a copy of the site report including a detailed list 
of all artefacts recovered. Where no regional deposition location exists the archaeological contractor 
should retain the artefactual archive until such time as the archive can be transferred to an approved 
deposition location. In the latter case the archive must be available for public and specialist access. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MONITORING 

The evaluation works will be monitored by the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust at an agreed date and 
time. Note that there will be a £150 charge per monitoring visit. For small evaluations only one visit is 
normally required when all trenches area open and cleaned to reveal any potential archaeological 
features.   
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Appendix D - Guidance for the Submission of Data to the Welsh Historic Environment Records 
(HERs) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 























































WELSH HER Information Submission Form 
The information submitted is for    an existing record,    to record a new historic asset 
For an existing site please only complete information where changes/updates to the record are 
required. For new sites please complete all relevant information. 
HISTORIC ASSET DETAILS
PRN/ID Number: Site Name WAT

LOCATION OF THE HISTORIC ASSET (if new record or incorrect) 
If possible mark the site location on an OS map and attach a copy to this form. 
National Grid  
Reference (NGR)

NGR taken from map? 
GPS?

Use the centre of the historic asset if possible, otherwise note where the grid reference has been 
taken from: 

HISTORIC ASSET DESCRIPTION  
The description will help to identify the site type, function and date 
Full description (including approximate size of site area if possible)

continue over if necessary
Evidence: (please use HER standard terms) 
Estimated period: (please use HER standard terms)
Site type: (please use HER standard terms)
HISTORIC ASSET CONDITION   
This information will help to assess the condition of the site and threats to its survival 
Condition: (please use HER standard terms)
Condition description: (including extent of survival, damage)

Any threats to historic asset? (please select HER standard terms and include descriptions)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Have you taken photos? Produced any drawings?  What are the sources for the information 
submitted on this form? 

YOUR DETAILS
Name Project (where relevant) Record date 


