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Wrexham County Borough Council  
Sent Via Email 

 Sonny Robinson 

St Patrick’s House 

17 Penarth Road 

Cardiff 

CF10 5ZA 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 

Planning Ref: DM/2019/01031 

Development: DEVELOPMENT OF A BUILDING CONTAINING 2 NO. GAS ENGINES EACH WITH A 

MAXIMUM ELECTRICITY GENERATING CAPACITY OF 9.73 MW, 2 NO. STEAM BOILERS, ROOF 

MOUNTED COOLERS, WALKWAY BETWEEN AN ADJACENT BUILDING AND THE PROPOSED 

BUILDING, EXHAUST GAS OFFTAKE PIPES AND STEAM PIPES FROM THE GAS ENGINE BUILDING 

AND CARBON CATALYST ABATEMENT SYSTEM 

Location: Kronospan Ltd, Holyhead Road, Chirk, Wrexham LL14 5NT  

 

Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 15th July 2019, together with the opportunity to comment on this proposal. 
Whilst there is no objection in principle to this proposal I give below my comments and requirements for 
the safe operation of the railway and the protection of Network Rail's adjoining land.   
 
DRAINAGE 
All surface water drainage should be directed away from Network Rail’s land to the public mains system. 
Soakaways are not acceptable where the following apply:  

a) Where excavations which could undermine Network Rail’s structural support zone or 
adversely affect the bearing capacity of the ground 

b) Where there is any risk of accidents or other acts leading to potential pollution of Network 
Rail’s property/infrastructure 

c) Where the works could adversely affect the water table in the vicinity of Network Rail’s 
structures or earthworks. 

 
GROUND DISTURBANCE 
The works involve disturbing the ground on or adjacent to Network Rail’s land it is likely/possible that the 
Network Rail and the utility companies have buried services in the area in which there is a need to 
excavate. Network Rail’s ground disturbance regulations applies. The developer should seek specific 
advice from Network Rail on any significant raising or lowering of the levels of the site.  
 
ACCESS POINTS 
Where Network Rail has defined access points, these must be maintained to Network Rail’s satisfaction.  
 
In order to mitigate the risks detailed above, the Developer should contact the Network Rail’s Asset 
Protection Wales Team well in advance of mobilising on site or commencing any works. The initial point 
of contact is assetprotectionwales@networkrail.co.uk. The department will provide all necessary 
Engineering support subject to a Basic Asset Protection Agreement. 
 
ENCROACHMENT 
The developer/applicant must ensure that their proposal, both during construction and after completion 
of works on site, does not affect the safety, operation or integrity of the operational railway, Network Rail 
and its infrastructure or undermine or damage or adversely affect any railway land or structures.  There 
must be no physical encroachment of the proposal onto Network Rail land, no over-sailing into Network 
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 Rail air-space and no encroachment of foundations onto Network 

Rail land and soil.  Any future maintenance must be conducted 
solely within the applicant’s land ownership.  Should the applicant require access to Network Rail land 
then they must seek approval from Network Rail Asset Protection Team.  Any unauthorised access to 
Network Rail land or air-space is an act of trespass and we would remind the council that this is a 
criminal offence (s55 British Transport Commission Act 1949).  Should the applicant be granted access 
to Network Rail land then they will be liable for all costs incurred in facilitating the proposal. 
 
PILING 
Where vibro-compaction/displacement piling plant is to be used in development, details of the use of 
such machinery and a method statement should be submitted for the approval of Network Rail’s Asset 
Protection Engineer prior to the commencement of works and the works shall only be carried out in 
accordance with the approved method statement. 
 
SIGNALLING 
The proposal must not interfere with or obscure any signals that may be in the area. 
 
LIGHTING 
Any lighting associated with the development (including vehicle lights) must not interfere with the sighting 
of signalling apparatus and/or train drivers vision on approaching trains. The location and colour of lights 
must not give rise to the potential for confusion with the signalling arrangements on the railway. The 
developers should obtain Network Rail’s Asset Protection Engineer’s approval of their detailed proposals 
regarding lighting. Following occupation of the development, if within three months Network Rail or a 
Train Operating Company has identified that lighting from the development is interfering with driver’s 
vision, signal sighting, alteration/mitigation will be required to remove the conflict at the applicant’s 
expense. 
 
I hope the above information assist your authorities determination of this application, however should 
you require any further information please do not hesitate to get in contact.  

Yours sincerely, 

Sonny Robinson 

Town Planner Western and Wales 


