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1 Introduction 

1.1 This Decommissioning Statement accompanies a Section 73 (S.73) application (LPA 
Ref. P/2020/0104) to Wrexham County Borough Council (the Council) to extend the 
operational lifespan of the solar farm at Pickhill Bridge Farm, Cross Lanes, Wrexham 
(the Site) to 40 years from the date of first electricity export. This Decommissioning 
Statement has been submitted to outline the proposed methods to decommission the 
approved solar farm and return the Site to its original use. 

1.2 The solar farm has been constructed in line with planning permission P/2015/0287 
(as amended by NMAs) which was granted by the Council on 31 July 2015, with 
Condition 3 setting out a temporary permission for a 30-year operational lifespan from 
the date when planning permission was granted. This is the planning permission that 
the S.73 application (Ref. P/2020/0104) seeks to vary. 

1.3 An application for approval of details reserved by condition (Ref. P/2016/0830) to 
discharge Condition 4 of planning permission P/2015/0287 was approved on 29th 
September 2016, after a Decommissioning Statement  
(2204.CAU.XX.XX.RP.T.0301.S4.C1, September 2016) was submitted to the 
Council. That Decommissioning Statement states that “the solar PV farm will be 
decommissioned after 25 years (ie during the 26th year)” despite the operational 
lifespan of the solar farm being permitted to 30 years from the date of planning 
permission granted under Condition 3 of planning permission P/2015/0287. 

1.4 The Council has requested, in support of the S.73 planning application P/2020/0104, 
a revised Decommissioning Statement to cover the extended operational lifespan to 
40 years from the date of first electricity export. This Decommissioning Statement 
sets out the methods that will be used to decommission the solar farm and its 
associated infrastructure and restore the Site to its original condition at the end of the 
40-year operational lifespan, if the Council are minded to approve planning 
application P/2020/0104. 

2 Decommissioning  

2.1 To restore the Site to its original use at the end of the 40-year operational lifespan, 
the timescale of decommissioning the solar farm on Site is expected to take up to 
four months. The process will be the same as that set out in the Decommissioning 
Plan approved under P/2016/0830 (2204.CAU.XX.XX.RP.T.0301.S4.C1, September 
2016 – refer to Appendix A) and will involve the removal of the solar panels, the 
mounting frames and thereafter the pile driven steel supports.  

2.2 Following this, underground cabling will be removed along with the inverters, 
switchgear housing and concrete bases that have been developed on Site. CCTV 
cameras, fencing and access tracks will then be removed where upon completion, 
the land will return to the landowner for agricultural use.  

2.3 In terms of nuisances such as dust, light and noise, the decommissioning process 
will be undertaken similarly to the construction operations described in the original 
Decommissioning Statement (refer to Section 5.0) approved under P/2016/0830. It is 
proposed that all decommissioning works will take place between the hours of 0800 
and 1800 on Monday to Friday, including 0800 to 1300 hours on Saturdays. No works 
will be undertaken outside these hours and days, including Public Holidays, to 
minimise noise impacts on local amenity through vehicle movement. 
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3 Conclusion 

3.1 This Decommissioning Statement has been submitted at the request of the Council 
in support of planning application P/2020/0104 to extend the operational lifespan of 
the solar farm to 40 years from the date of first electricity export, rather than 30 years 
from the date of planning permission P/2015/0287 being granted.   

3.2 The Decommissioning Statement reconfirms the decommissioning methods that will 
be undertaken on the Site once the operation of the solar farm has ceased, which will 
be the same as those set out in the previous Decommissioning Statement submitted 
and approved under planning permission P/2016/0830. 

3.3 The timescale of decommissioning the solar farm and associated infrastructure will 
be up to four months, with the works to be carried out during sensitive hours on 
selected days of the week highlighted under Paragraph 2.3 of this Decommissioning 
Statement. 

3.4 In summary, the only change between the approved Decommissioning Statement 
(Appendix A) and this document is to extend the operational lifespan of the solar farm 
to 40 years from the date of first electricity export. It is noted that the original 
Decommissioning Statement (Appendix A) states under Paragraph 2.1 that “it is 
assumed that after 26 years it will not be cost effective or practical to reuse the 
equipment on other solar PV farms as technology will have advanced making the 
equipment obsolete and more expensive than new items to install”. However, now 
that the solar farm has been in operation and monitored, panel degradation seems 
slower than originally anticipated and panel manufacturers can provide longer 
operational warranties. As such, the solar farm is able to operate for 40 years.  

3.5 This Decommissioning Statement provides sufficient information and confirmation 
that the solar farm will be decommissioned after 40 years from the date of first 
electricity export using the same methods put forward in the previous 
Decommissioning Statement accepted by the Council under P/2015/0830. 
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Appendix A 

Decommissioning Statement approved under P/2016/0830 

(Ref. 2204.CAU.XX.XX.RP.T.0301.S4.C1, September 2016) 
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