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[By Email: philip.forster@wrexham.gov.uk] 

Copy to: Lorraine Robertson – Barton Willmore
[Copy Email: redacted]

07 May 2019
 
Dear Mr Forster

PLANNING APPLICATION: P/2019/0235 

Application for approval of details reserved by conditions 6, 7 and 9 imposed under planning permission P/2018/0463 (Demolition of existing petrol filling station and adjacent residential property and construction of a petrol filing station, convenience store and associated car parking); Co Operative Group Ltd, High Street, Coedpoeth, Wrexham, LL11 3UF: Further Information Received

Thank you for your notification of 25 April 2019 seeking the views of the Coal Authority on further information submitted in support of the above discharge of condition application.

The Coal Authority Response: 

As you are aware, the Coal Authority was unable to recommend that the LPA discharge Condition 9 of issued consent P/2018/0463 in our previous letter dated 18 April 2019 as the required report of the findings arising from the intrusive site investigations had not been submitted.

We are pleased to note that a Report, based on the findings of the intrusive site investigations (Site Investigation Completion Report, ref: CP17129 CL 004 / March 2019) prepared by Subadra Consulting Ltd has now been provided.

Intrusive site investigation comprising two boreholes drilled to 20m have been undertaken in order to prove / disprove the presence of unrecorded shallow mine workings present beneath the site.  The rational for these depths (20m) was informed by their review of available evidence which indicates that the shallowest coal seam is likely to be between 9m and 13m depth. The report author confirms that the position of the borehole were reviewed and approved by the Coal Authority’s Licensing and Permitting Department prior to commencement of these works under Permit ref: 17185.  A plan illustrating the position of the boreholes together with the borehole logs have been provided.

We are pleased to note that continual monitoring for hazardous ground gas was also undertaken alongside the above ground investigation works; however no detection of any concentrations of hazardous ground gases were identified.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Whilst thin coal seams were encountered at various depths in both boreholes the report author confirms (Section 3.6) that these were intact with no evidence of any previous mining activities; no voids or evidence of in-filled ground.

The report author concludes that in view of all the information obtained, it is considered that the proposed development is not at risk from coal mining activities and no specific mitigatory measures are required.  However recommendations have been made that any shallow coal encountered during the formation of the new tank vault be excavated and removed during the redevelopment works. 

In light of the above, the Coal Authority has no objections to the LPA discharging Condition 9 of issued consent P/2018/0463 if they are minded to do so; based on the professional opinions provided by Subadra Consulting Ltd. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss this matter further.

Yours sincerely

D Roberts	

Deb Roberts M.Sc. MRTPI
Planning Manager

Disclaimer

In formulating this response The Coal Authority has taken full account of the professional conclusions reached by the competent person who has prepared the Coal Mining Risk Assessment or other similar report.  In the event that any future claim for liability arises in relation to this development The Coal Authority will take full account of the views, conclusions and mitigation previously expressed by the professional advisers for this development in relation to ground conditions and the acceptability of development.
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