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In compliance with condition 6 of the above planning Notice, Chapel Archaeology were commissioned by Mr Graham Gibson to undertake a watching-brief at No 1, The Cottage, Holt.

The primary objectives were:
To carry out a watching brief over all those parts of the development incorporating groundworks
The recording of any archaeological features, and to recover any finds, if present
The completion of the archive and preparation of a report on any relevant findings.

Methodology
Archaeological deposits and any structural remains were to be recorded employing a continuous context recording system
Any archaeological features present, and their distribution, to be drawn up to a relevant scale
Any significant profiles to be drawn
Deposits and structural remains to be levelled  and related to a known datum point
A photographic record of all significant features to be maintained throughout the course of the groundworks
Any artefacts and eco-facts  present to be collected and kept for identification and analysis
After cleaning, any finds to be sorted, catalogued and stored by period and material, following approved guidelines (IFA)
Pottery and any building materials to be recorded by fabric type and form, where possible
A sherd count to be made to enable comparisons between groups of materials
Individual sherds and objects recovered to be discussed, if present, to determine the date or functional context of a deposit.

Report
The site affected by groundworks covered an area 7.20metres x 6.8m.
3 Trenches were machine- dug to an average depth of 90mm-1m x 1m width, over a 3 hour period.
Each trench was badly disturbed by late 19th/20th century activity to an average depth of 70mm.
These disturbances overlay natural deposits of:  
1) Clayey Silts
2) Damp Gritty Sand, which marked the lowest depth of the groundworks. These deposits bore some slight evidence of iron-panning.
No finds were recorded, other than of 20th century origin.
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